CHAPTER VII

Conclusion

From the forgoing account it is proved that BRRaj Estate was one of the prominent and
powerful ZamindaryEstates of Assam throughout the Mughal era andr@all epoch. But the
history of Bijni Raj Estate is still unidentified several persons because of lack of research work
in this subject matter. The past history of thenBRaj family confesses that their predecessors
were always loyal to their higher authorities, earlier to the Mughal authority and later to the

Colonial authority. As a result the higher authestalso considered them as ally and friend.

In conclusion it can be determined that the rubérBijni Raj family assumed the tittle of
both ‘Rajd (king) and Zamindat because of divergent circumstances. Chandra Marajias
Bijit Narayan, one of the offspring of Koch rulersia Singha, laid the foundation of the Bijni
Raj dynasty after procuring a writtdfarman from the MughalBadshal Chandra Narayan
became the first king of newly generated Bijni kdog, whose northern boundary touched
Bhutan hills, southern boundary touched Mandachas déower part of Garo hills, river Manas

demarcated the eastern boundary and river Sonleshrdated the western boundary.

But the Mughal authority formally granted the ditbf ‘Raja to the rulers of Bijni
Dynasty during the period of second king Jaynardy@here was a reason behind this grant or
favour from the Mughals side. When Jaynarayan WasBijni king, under the leadership of
Mughal general Ramsingha an invasion was led agtiiasAhom king and the Darangi king of
Assam. Noteably Ramsingha was sent by Mughal kafgadgir. At the time of this incursion
Ramsingha had to move across the BIgdjya and the Bijni ruler Jaynarayan offered all
necessary help to the Mughal army. After the caiolu of battle, Ramsingha wrote a letter to
Mughal emperor Jahangir, to allow Jaynarayan to theetitle Raja before his name for his
liberal and indispensable help that he extendethéoMughal soldiers. The Mughal Emperor

accepted the proposal and from that time, thesuwéBijni Estate used the titRajabefore their



names. Later on the Colonial government of Ind@ dabowed the rulers of Bijni Estate to use
the titleRaja*

During the reign oRaja Amrit Narayan the entire Bijni Raj Estate compdisa three
divisions namely,Nij Bijni, HabraghatPargana and KhuntaghatPargana Nij Bijni was
considered as semi independent state outside ttiehBerritory. The Habraghat and Khuntaghat
parganaswere the permanently settled areas within theidBriterritory. As a result of this
system, rulers of Bijni Dynasty were termedRaja of Bijni and Zamindarof Habraghat and
Khuntaghatpargana® Therefore the rulers of Bijni Raj Estate were aeor with dual title,

‘Rajd and ‘Zamindat.

Whilst Chandra Narayan (Bijit Narayan) laid theifidation of Bijni Raj Estate, the new
kingdom comprehanded twelparganas namely: (a) Habraghat (b) Khuntaghat (c) Mechpara
(d) Chapar (e) Karaibari (f) Parbatjoar (g) Ghuitd Jamira (i) Tarai (j) Gola Alamganj (k)
Kalumalupara (1) AlamgarfjBut with the passing of time these twep@rganaswere gradually

separated from Bijni Raj Estate and there grew itlp &new and separate identity.

In the eighteenth century, Mechpara and Karaiware detached from Bijni Estate and
appeared as separamamindary The new zamindaries were acknowledged by Mughal
administration. The Mughal administration recogdizieese nevzamindariedor administrative
purposes. According to A.A. Khan Choudhury, the tract waketa away from Bijni to form a
separate estate covering 276 square miles arepa@farganawas taken away when Mukunda
Narayan was th®aja of Bijni Estate. Chapgparganawas acquired by Jay Narayan Sarmah, a
person who obtained grant from the Mughhikewise otherparganasalso started to split from
Bijni Raj Estate and at the end only twarganasnamely Habraghat and Khuntaghat remained

with the Bijni family®

In the undivided Goalpara district there were &Phpanently settled estates at the time of
permanent settlement. These permanently settledesstonsisted of sxamindaries namely:
Bijni, Gauripur, Mechpara, Chapar, Karaibari andb@goar. But the Bijni was biggest and
powerful among them. Begin from Chandra Narayanymaters from the Bijni Raj Daynasty,
such as-Raja Jay Narayan, Sibanarayan, Bijaynarayan, Mukundamaar Haridebnarayan,

Balitnarayan, Indranarayan, Amritnarayan, Kumudyamna Rani Abhayeswari Devi,



Jogendranarayan and Bhairabendranarayan ruledtev&ijni Raj Estate upto the acquisition of
Bijni Raj Estate in 1956 A.D., by the GovernmentAsisam® So we can say that the Bijni Raj
family ruled over the Bijni Estate from a period1§71 (foundation of Bijni Estate by Chandra

Narayan) to 1956 (acquisition of Bijni Estate bygmment).

As a result of discussion of genealogoical histwinBijni Raj Dynasty in conclusion it
can be said that adoption played a significant iolehe history of Bijni Raj Estate. In the
absence of natural heir in few cases the ruleBijof Estate had to adopt their future heir for the
throne. But noticeably they adopted inheritor framongst the members of their own family. As

a result of which the royal blood lineage remaimgdct within the family of Bijni Dynasty.

The Bijni Raj Estate was under the Mughals inieaperiod and later it passed over to
the British East India Company by virtue of the MabgEmperor'sFarmanof 12 August, 1765
A.D.*® When it was underneath the Mughal government BRjai had to pay an amount of Rs.
5998 for Bijni Estate and an amount of Rs. 3486Bipni Duar as yearly tribute. In due course
the tribute exchanged to a yearly delivery of 68pbhnts for Bijni and 40 elephants for Bijni
Duar.'! The practice of paying revenue in cash was nahéar in Bijni Raj Estate inspite of
constant venture of the Mughal administration. Opthe first half of 18 century theryots or
tenants of Khuntaghat and Habraglpatrgana paid fifty percent of their total revenue in
homemade cotton cloths in lieu of cash to Eaa of Bijni.*? Since theryots did not desire to
pay the revenue in cash so #amindaralso confronted difficulty to pay annual revenoeash
to the Mughal government. Inevitably though theeraye was fixed in money, the Mughal

government had to accept their tribute in elephaottpn, aagar wood etc instead of cash money.

After acquiring theDiwani right over Bengal by the East India Company, tlijeiBRaj
Estate had to pay revenue in the form of elephanihé British. During the period of 1776 to
1787 only 90 elephants were received out of 814.788 A.D., at the direction of the collector
of Rangamati the mode of payment in kind was agaiverted to an annual money payment of
Rs. 2000/-, along with a deduction of Rs. 850/aascovery ofayerabolition’® Consequently

the British government received total revenue oflRS0/- per annum from the Bijni Raj.

The present work has proved that the Biajashad trade and tax related relation with
Garos and Bhutias. When the Bijni Raj Estate wadeuthe Mughal rule, it demand&hyer



duties from the Garos on their products sold atlibeder markets established by them. The
rulers of Bijni Estate carried on collecting thdseiffs in the earlier administration of the East
India Company. But on 38July 1790, the Governor General in council dirdcte stop the

Sayercollection proces¥®

Garos of Garo Hills came down to plain areas giiiltstate to sell their commodities. In
the frontier markets and weekldtats of Bijni Estate Garo Cotton occupied a major positas a
trade item. Garo people bartered cotton with riegtle, pigs, goats, salt éttEven some Garo

people resided within the periphery of Bijni Estate

The rulers of Bijni Raj Estate had also economd #and relation with the Bhutan
kingdom as the BijnDuar falls in close proximity with the Bhutan kingdoffihe foot hills of
the Bhutan kingdom formed the BhutBoars. The Bhutan kingdom occupied this tract upto the
Koch kingdom in 17 century. The government of Bhutan provided théustaf tributary chief
to theRaja of Bijni along with theRaja of Sidli.° The Bijni Raj Estate had commercial relation
with Bhutan. The Bhutias came with mobile home tbge with skins, blankets, chintz, musk,
walnuts, gold dust and hills ponies for annualéra&t the same time in exchange they took back
indigo, broad cloth, leather, copper, spices, kead hogs from Bijni Raj Estaté.In later stage
the annual trade turnover ascended to one lakhesupkhe barter system was followed during

trading between the Bijni and Bhutan kingdom.

The indigenous inhabitants or aboriginal peoplehaf Bijni Raj Estate were Koches,
Bodo Kacharies, Rabhas, and Meches. Kayasthas afithalong with a few number of
Muslim population and Garo population also inhabiie Bijni Estate'® Even today the
successors of Garo families of Bijni Estate areidieg in Khakarpur village of present
Bongaigaon district. The ruling family of the Bijilaj Estate belonged to the Koch clan. The
chief occupation of the people of Bijni Raj Estatas agriculture. In addition to agriculture
people also engaged in other businesses like manutaof homemade production, trade and
also personal service. The Meches or Bodo KacludriBijni Raj Estate were very expert in
rearing of silk worms from which they obtained raik calledendi But the society of Bijni

Estate had a feudal character.



As one of the major conclusion of the study it benascertained that the society of Bijni
Raj Estate was divided into various classes onbtdss of social ranking, nature of work and
religious belief. In the social ranking of the BifRaj EstateRaja or zamindarand nobility hold
the first position. In the administrative machind®gja or zamindarwas the head of estate.
Dewanwas an important post for administrative staff kied after the general administration of
the Bijni Estate and all the political economicaaf§ of theRajbari'® But it is also true that
dewancould not act independently and he had to acqaokmowledgement formally from the

Rajaor Zamindarfor the transaction of his business.

Next to the foregoing posts a second group of faidatistocracy was formed by
Tehsildar or Naib, Jamanavis Subanavis Kanungq Tankinavisand Amins Barkandazestc.
Tehsildaror Naib were the officer in charge of tiihi Katchary area under the Bijni Estate.
Jamanaviswere the revenue officer of Bijni Estate who swpsd the work in respect of
fixation of rent, preparation afamabandiand Touziand deals with the mutation cases of the
Dihi Kacharies Subanavisand Jamanaviswere the officer of Judicial Branch and their gost
were created at that time when Bijni Raj exerciselicial power in later Mughal episode. Under
the inspection ofKanungq Tankinaviswere worked as surveyors. Thus the administrative

machinery system of Bijni Raj Estate was maintaimgdiifferent class of officials:

The last and most important class of society ghiBtstate were peasantrgyots and
bandi-beti Ryotsmay further classified into four different groupgmely (a) Priviledgedyot
(b) Ryot holding at fixed rates (c) Occupancyot and (d) Non-occupancyyot?’ Peasantry
covers almost the whole population of Bijni Rajdst But at the same time there was another
class of people, who got land fraramindarthrough agreement and cultivated the land with the
help of hired peasant. Priest, teacher, Brahmaagastha employees and relatives of landlord
were privileged class of the Bijni estate societyoveultivated their lands by thedhiars(Share

croppers)* Thus theAdhi system was also in circulation in Bijni Raj Estate

Almost all the people of Bijni Raj Estate wereldaters of Hinduism and Islam, whereas
a section of them followed their own ethnic bel&vBut Hinduism was the dominant religion of
Bijni Raj Estate. All the three sects of Hindu gedn, namely, Saivism, Saktism and
Vaishnavism were followed by the masses, but Saivesquired prominence as the rulers of

Bijni Dynasty were devoted to if. The Bijni Rajasfollowed a secular policy and made liberal



grants and donations to other religion as well. Bosv they were the ardent followers of
Saivism and established a number of temples to gi®@aivism among the people of Bijni Raj
Estate. It has been observed that a process @iamfiand assimilation of sects could be seen in
the Bijni Raj Estate. The BijnRajasalso donated revenue free land for the establishmoe
VaishnavaSatrasin their Estaté> Thus the society of Bijni Raj Estate was markedchy

existance of different social and religious growpth their own distinctive identities.

The bountiful natural and forest resources boostedural economy of Bijni Raj Estate.
The forests of Bijni Raj Estate were well off widlifferent types of trees and medicinal plants
like, Sal, Agaar, Segun, Titachapa, Sisu?@Bamboo tree was found in every house of Bijni
Raj Estate, which they used for house building preparing different household furniture and
other fishing tools. Among the forest sources timivas a product of great utilization. Rural
population of Bijni Raj Estate used timber for helmiilding, making of different furniture and
also applied for making some kinds of boats. Thmgles of Bijni Raj Estate had a wide variety
of flora and fauna species. A wide variety of angrgich as Elephants, Tigers, Buffalos, Deers,
Monkeys, Rhinos, Hoolock Gibbons, and Golden Lasgic dwelled in the forest areas. Of all
the animal species there was a seizeable populatielephants that could be found in Bijni Raj
Estate?’

The self-sufficient village economy was a chanastie of Bijni Raj Estate’s economy.
The main activity of agrarian society of Bijni RBstate was the cultivation of paddy. The
agrarian society cultivated products such as rieggtables, fruits and pulses for their personal
consumption. They also cultivated mustard planinfrehich mustard oil was extracted which
was used for consumption as well as fuel to lightpgs in the houses. Silk or Cotton production
was done to some extent from which the women fabivevtheir traditional garments. Cotton
cultivation was maily done by the Garos residingthe neighbouring areas of the Bijni Raj
Estate. But to some extent cotton also was growhighland of Bijni Estate. Two types of

cotton namelyBorkopahandSarukopahwere grown and harvesting was done twice in a.§ear

The people of Bijni Raj Estate neither had to sb#reir life in poverty nor was their
economic condition very sound. Under the Mughal thation Bijni Rajaswere collectors of
rents andyots were the owner of the land they had cultivated. Bloen the British acquired the

Diwani of Bengal, thezamindaryestates which were under the Mughal authorityiezawere



passed over to the hands of East India Company #&sult authority over the Bijni Raj Estate
was also transferred to the British from the Mughal

Another conclusion of the study established the faat the BijniRajas followed a
systematic Revenue Policy along with a number xggaTheRaja or zamindarwas the supreme
head of the estate and he appointed the high reveffigials. TheDewanwho was the head of
administrative staff and looked after the genedahiaistration of the estate was also responsible
for smooth revenue administration. As a represemtaif Zamindar Dewanhad to settle inner
disputes of the estate and supervised the casgmgeto thezamindaryat law courts? But it is
also true that he could not work independently aeéd oral or written permission of the
zamindar for the transaction of his business. Renownedagperof Assam like Anandaram
Dhekial Phukan, who served Bgwanof Bijni Raj Estate, introduced many new regulasion

the revenue administration of the estite.

The Bijni Raj Estate was divided into some reveaiuges calledihis for the benefit of
collection of rent. Thes®ihis were such asbihi Barahajari,Dihi Dumuria, Dihi Jogikatani,
Dihi Birjaura, Dihi Boitamari, Dihi Bahalpur,Dihi RokakhataDihi Raniganj,Dihi Futkibari,
Dihi FakiragramDihi Dokara,Dihi Dolgoma,Dihi DamaraDihi Krishnai,Dihi Rangjuli, Dihi
Beekali. In addition to these the state had Bibis in Bijni Duar namely—Dihi Bijni and Dihi
Patiladoh&?

The division of the estate was made into revenwges or Dihis for the purpose of
collection of rent anédbwab In eachDihi there was &atcharyunder the control of the circle
officer known as th&ahasildaror Naib. The revenue officer of thBihis of the Bijni Estate was
calledNaib. It is on record that formerly rent was collectadthe Patgiri system in Bijni Raj
Estate®

Fixation of rent in the Bijni Raj Estate was fiegtempted by Raja Indranarayan in 1819
A.D. He imposed rent in all winter paddy land&alj lands) at the rate of IlQarayaneaupees
per hal. But the actual collection was made at the rateQ/efNarayaneerupees ahal in
Habraghatparganaarea. In otheparganaareas it was collected at 1Marayaneerupees. At
the same time in khuntaghgarganathe rate of rent was rupees 6/hal.®* After a few years

Raja Indranarayan tried to increase the rate of rehthe tenants opposed it vehemently. As a



resultRaja appealed to the Governor General in council andgpminted one Deputy Collector
to make a regular settlement of the estate. Buair pa 1825 A.D., the rates realised from rice

land were haphazard and on varying monetary stedadar

Along with the land revenue the recurring annweses and fees levied on tlyets in
Bijni Raj Estate were as followdhap Salami, Chunbuor forest permit feeNajar Salami,
Darkhast Salami, Dakhil Khariz Salami, MarcbaPan Bata, MankujiPalpuja FegMasuli or
Miad, Buffalo-bathanfee, Separate Account fekastafafee, Tadantafee, Chandaand Magan
etc®® The peasant class of Bijni Raj Estate became ymhapd discontented with tlzmindar
because they charged and levied various kinds béation from the tenants. The principal
source of collection from the tenants wBkikshaor Magan The rulers of Bijni Raj Estate
collected mandatorBhikshaor Maganfrom the tenants on different occasions that vireid in
the ruling family like marriagesraddha pilgrimage etc. which required extravagent spegdi
Dr. Amalendu Guha has mentioned in his writings Raja Balit Narayan through thiBhiksha

or Magansystem collected money from the tenants at theeviat of every three years.

Besides land revenue tenants of Bijni Raj Estle bad to payJalkar’ (water tax) and
‘Bankar’ (forest tax). Along with the forest tax the tergalso had to pay a tax nameBorkati
for cutting of valuable tree. This was actuallyiaawful tax. The owners of cows and buffalos
had to pay one type of grazing tax to #anindarfor the grazing of their animals in ti@&har-
Chapori areas’ Though the tenants of Bijni Raj Estate were unfgapjth the burden of so

many taxes and compulsory contributions but theas mo evidence of any major trouble.

In the report about the district of Goalpara'{28ay, 1853), Moffat Mills has mentioned
about the conflict that had been going on in thdstnof thezamindarandryot from 1823 in
Habraghaparganaunder BijniRaja The main reason of conflict wésvying new rents on the
lands other tharBali land. As a special measure in 1822, governmene garmission for
resettlement of theamindariesof undivided Goalpara. The whole affair was takenby Mr.
Scott and he negotiated settlements in some védlalge recommended eliminating all irregular
cesses and temporary assessment of some ricé®l@wu. he was unable to finish his work
because he had to take responsibility of Assamegordfaking benefit of the situation the tenants

set up a claim to hold their lands, but still iaeds were rent free.



In the KhuntaghaParganaalso difficulty and distress raised to extremen&ahiram
Barua has pointed out different reasons for thebreak of rebellion in Habraghat and
Khuntaghatpargana Firstly, an unenthusiastic land settlement wasedwith theryots as a
result of which manyyots occupied land in more than enough of the amounivfoch they paid
their rents. Secondly, a considerable portion efryot retained the payment of rent unresolved
for years together. Thryotsraised their voice whenever thamindarendeavoured to start fresh
agreement. One of the renowned personalities oiAsAnanda Ram Dhekial Phukan was
appointed a®ewanin 1849 for Bijni Raj Estate. For the administvatconvenience of the Bijni
Raj, Ananda Ram Dhekial Phukan framed a set oflaéigns called asPhukan Dewanar
Kaidabandi’*® Gunabhiram Barua has stated that, Ananda Ram BhBkiukan suggested to
take forward a survey for the settlement of lamdslabraghat and Khuntaghgdrganasand to
practise the law of distraint for the dues of refhis included incentive to the problem. The

ryots opposed it with force and ferocity.

However, thezamindarslooked for an equitable assessment of rent to eosgte them
for the loss of revenue from illegal cesses. Thes wontested by theyots The collector of
Goalpara and the Commissioner of Assam Valley idispassed their orders against the
zamindar The case was referred to the Board of Revenueu@a In 1852, theamindarggot a
hearing from the Government of India, and the BazfriRevenue admitted that the settlement
should be completett. It should be mentioned that Ananda Ram DhekialkBhuvas sent to
Calcutta to pursue the case on behalf ofzamindar while DewanPrem Narain attended the

case on behalf of thgots.

Although the Board of Revenue admitted that zlaenindarhad the right to enforce
demands, the case was not finally settled. Theoaitit's wished for a compromise. Accordingly,
the then collector of Goalpara, Agnew took initratto call a tripartite conference. In May 1852,
the conference was held, but ended in fiasco. IguAt the tripartite conference was held for the
second time at theamindary katchary at Dalgoma in which Agnew was present as a
representative of the government, Ananda Ram Dhé&akan for thezamindarand some
leadingryots on behalf of theyots Agnew’s opinion was completely in favour of thmts and
he had the belief that thgots were exploited by theamindar*? Thus the conference failed to

come to a decision.



After the death of Amritnarayan, when the Bij@lamindary came under the
administration of the Courts of Wards, Governmenktsteps to settle the quarrel that was going
on between theamindarand theryots With this end in view, an E.A.C. and sominswere
employed for the task. Within the period from 18681862, they completed the survey and
settlement. As a result of this new settlement, teenue collection in Khuntaghat and
Habraghatparganawas increased about three times in 1875 thandhdB853. In February,
1862, 500ryots of Khuntaghat raised their grievances on the highte of assessment. Their
grievances were two folds- firstly, the rate ofesssnent was high; and secondly, a&meins of
the Deputy Collector had included in the home lamdglot ofAsulands and consequently they
had to pay rent at the rate of Rs. 1.00 for landciwlought to be assessed at famnasper
bigha In 1864, however compromise had to be done aeddte was reduced toahnasper
bighaon homeland?

After the suicide of KumudnarayaRdja of Bijni) in 1883, when a quarrel of greater
dimension was continuing between thani Abhayeswari and Sidheswari (widows of
Kumudnarayan), a wave of peasant movement agaedats head. At that time, Jiwan Ram
Phukan was the chief adviser to B& RaniSidheswari. When the peasants assembledRiyoa
Sabha(conference of theyots) at Jogighopa to submit their memorandum of comfdao the
Bar Ranj Phukan made a blank firing in the air with a vieafrighten the peasants. This made
them rebellious. The agitating peasants proclaimeel Chandra Narayan as the neaja of
Bijni in place ofBar RaniSiddheswari. It is worthnoting that the said Chrandarayan was first

given in adoption as heir to tiRaja This rebellion was known &Barpatgeerer Hangama®

In Bengal, when the Rent Law of 1869 was replasdl a more comprehensive tenancy
Act was enacted in 1885, the oppressed tenantsijoif Baj Estate also looked for a better
tenancy act for them. But the government did ngt @i@ention to it and theamindarwas let
free to exploit theryots at their pleasure. In this situation, tingots started agitation for
redressing their grievances, especially for a k@nt right from the beginning of this centuf.
The peasant agitation started not only in Bijni Eafjate but the same situation happened in all
zamindaryestates of undivided Goalpara district.

Theryots combined locally and submitted the petitions arahorials to the government

from time to time which contained the grievanceshafryots against their land lords. In 1903,



the tenants in Bijni submitted a series of comp#aagainst Bijni Raj. The agitation was started
by the tenants againgamindarfor their misrule and the demand for a better Rent for the

district of Goalpara had become a concern for theegiment. The Chief Commissioner of the
Assam Valley districts, Monahan was entrusted wagponsibility to ensure into affairs of the

permanently settled estaf®s.

In 1910-11 certain tenants headed by KalicharahBa agited for- (i) preparation of
records of tenants’ right (ii) permanent statustémants (iii) rules for regulating enhancement of
rents. In 1915, the Garo tenants of HabradgPatgana headed by Mangal Singh petitioned
government demanding Garo tenants right to cofigel, straw etc., to cut dow8al trees for
building houses and making ploughs, to cut dowastren own holdings, to graze cows in the
zamindaryforests®’ It is worthmentioning that on the basis of locastom they claimed those

rights which was recognised by the forrRajasof Bijni.

It should be noted that the tenants’ agitatiomiimi Raj Estate during the period under
review was widespread. Added to it was the agitatibthe Garos, who under the leadership of
Sonaram Sangma rose against the oppression of Bgpi Though the peasants of Bijni Raj
Estate along with the other peasantzaimindaryestates of undivided Goalpara district raised
their voice time to time but they were unable tthgathemselves in an organised form. The first
organised peasant movement in Assam started wehesitablishment of ‘Nikhil Goalpara
Krishak Sanmilaniin 1933. The fifth and last annual conferencetl¢ ‘Nikhil Goalpara
Krishak Sanmilaiiwas held at Salkocha on 17-18 February, 1940eutige presidentship of
Swami Sahajananda SaraswAafTill then it was under the wings of the CongreBsis may be
recognised as a significant event in the historyGoflpara district by focussing itself as an
attempt in organising the peasants on the basia ofear class oriented struggle under the
presence of the red flag.

In 1938, Assam Tribal League was formed under l&aelership of Satish Chandra
Basumatary, Rupnath Brahma, Haladhar Brahma arersptthough it had no programme of
action on the basis of economic demands of tribakpntry. With a view to giving an organised
form to the historic peasant movement of GoalpRranesh Biswas was sent to Goalpara in
1942 and Nandeswar Talukdar in 1944. At the inteatof ‘Krishak Sabha the peasant

conference was held at ‘Gaurang Tarang’ of Kokmajhd 944 A.D?° This conference inspired a



new type of revolutionary and organised peasantamant in Kokrajhar along with Goalpara

district.

Thus a series of remonstration from the side @fspets enforced the government to
introduce some rent laws and legislation. The gawent of Assam introduced ‘The Assam
Land and Revenue Regulation’ in 1886, ‘Goalparaahegy Act’ in 1929 and ‘The Assam
Adhiars Protection and Regulation Act’ in 1948 for the &fnof peasantry® But such acts and
regulations failed to satisfy the peasants. Ultehyathe government passed ‘The Assam State
Acquisition ofZamindariesAct’ in 1951, as a result of which acquisitionRBijni Raj Estate took

place in 1956.

Last but not least, the study finds out a conolughat after establishing their centre of
administration permanently in Abhayapuri the rulefghe Bijni Raj Estate initiated numerous
developmental programmes for their estate. Eveig bas two sides. Similarly, though the
peasants of Bijni Raj Estate had to suffer undeir ttulers at the same time they also enjoyed
some benefits from their rulers. The rulers of Bifaj Estate took a venture for the advancement
of education in their estate. Earlier rulers ofnBiRaj Estate did not get enough time to
concentrate on education. But after finally estdbtig the centre of administration in
Abhayapuri, the post rulers started to establistcational institution for scholastic advancement
of their subjects. The rulers of Bijni Dynasty didt curtail their duty only by establishing
schools but also rendered scholarship to thoseestsdvho had a bright career but economically

not sound*

Similarly the earlier rulers of Bijni Estate wanet accustomed with the modern medical
facilities and mostly people went toaviraj and Ojha for their treatment. Th&avirajes and
Ojhastried to cure diseases by the use of herbal mezicihich they manufactured from the
locally procured medicinal herbs. But after theabBshment of capital in Abhayapuri, the ruler
of Bijni Estate took importance on medical facileyd established a private dispensary. The
Bijni Rajasinvited efficient doctors from Calcutta and Dhublso>? The ruling family bore all
the expenditure for the maintanence of this dispgnsThough the medical facilities were in an
underdeveloped condition but we can not say thatneon people were totally deprived of any

kind of medication.



The rulers of Bijni Raj Dynasty were religious bgart. Though they were followers of
Shiva and Shakti cult they also patronized Neo Maasaism. As a result of royal patronage
many temples ansatraswere established in geographical area of Bijni Bsipte. The rulers of
Bijni dynasty issued manRevottar, Dharmottarand Brahmottargrants for religious purposes.
Bijni Rajasgranted many tax free lands to the templessasfor their development Most
of the inhabitants of Bijni Estate were followersHbnduism and many temples asdtraswere

established at that time as a result of liberahigrérom the BijniRajas

The rulers of Bijni Raj Estate were kind heartesoalFor instance during the reign of
Queen Abhayeswari, the First World War startetdthe call of Mahatma Gandhi, Abhayeswari
made a donation of Rupees one lakh in cash to ltieal dorces, where the British were a
member* Moreover she donated one ambulance. She furttferedf the Services of one
thousandJawans who were her subjects to fight for the Britistusa. For all these valuable
service the British government honoured queen Abbagri by offering ‘Kaisar-i-Hind’” Gold
medal®®

Thus after the complete assessment over the BgjiEstate it can be assumed that the
condition of peasantry under the BijRajaswas neither deplorable nor very good. The society
of Bijni Estate was feudal in character, where gy@erson except beggar, posses a minimum
area of land. When the Bijni Raj Estate was untler Mlughal ascendancy tenants paid their
revenue by their produced goods. But after thesteanof authority to the hands of Colonial
government, the British strictly followed the rudé money payment in revenue system. So the
Bijni Rajasalso started to collect land revenue in cash filoaryots. Along with the burden of
paying land revenue in cash peasants were alsedmarawith different kinds of taxes. The
tenancy laws and legislations were also not sutiessrescue peasants from the subjugation of
the zamindar Thus the peasants’ discontentment ultimately gate way for the abolition of
zamindary Though the Bijni Raj Estate was abolished by Ass&tate Acquisition of
ZamindariesAct but we cannot deny the fact that the rulerBigii Raj Estate tried their best for

the upliftment of the condition of peasantry.
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