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CHAPTER - VI

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

6.0 INTRODUCTION

The present study shows the nature and compleXitthe problems of the
internally displaced persons in Bodoland TerritoGauncil. The North East India has
witnessed the growth of the number of insurgen@ugs since independence fighting
for autonomy with the mighty India State, and Assamo exception in this regard. The
insurgency groups often targeted the civilian papah as a pressure tactics to
pressurize the government to meet their demands surgency related killing to
civilians often resulted communal violence, pedplgeting each other thus displacing
large population. The displaced population for fekilling and counter killing has no
any other alternative but to remain in the shetterelief camp established by the
administration without much livelihood benefits. €lhrelief camps are often
overcrowded with lack of privacy for women and hos$tother concern issues. The
displaced populations in the area have been fasewgre humanitarian crisis and

human rights violation due to repeated conflict dighlacement again and again.

In this concluding chapter of the present study iimajor findings have been
summarized in order to see whether the sets ottbgs have been achieved and to test
the hypotheses and to underline the concluding mesrend suggestions to improve the

rights of the displaced persons.
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MAJOR FINDINGS OF THE STUDY

The major findings of the study have been highéghn this section.

The series of conflicts in BTC area have resultespldcement of numerous
peoples causing immense hardships in their dayaydidelihood activities. The
region has witnessed population displacement igelasumber during 1996,
1998, 2012 and 2014 conflicts. The conflict and yafon displacement in

BTC region is thus a protracted one.

Forced displacement is no longer stranger to tloplpeof BTC. People were
displaced mainly because of the damaged of houdginoperties and the fear of
being retaliation. 57 % of the populations weregldised because of the fear of
retaliation during the conflict period and 32 % waetisplaced because of the
direct impact of the conflict as their property wetamaged or burned down

while 11 % were displaced due to other conflicatedl reasons.

Due to the protracted conflicts in the region peopave been displaced again
and again causing more and more hardships. At BE&€7 % of the target
populations were facing double displacement t&l time of the study and 25 %
have faced triple displacement causing repeatedanand physical trauma,

while 19.33 % have faced single displacement.

Most of the displaced persons were willing to gmlbto their original place
however some are not because of various reasonieast 54.33 % displaced
persons were willing to return to their originalapé but 45.67 % of the
displaced persons wanted to remain in the campsadtfound that those who
are willing to stay back at the camps includes 838 who thought situation
was not conducive to return, 14.60 % whose landbeas occupied by others,
28.47 % who are forest dwellers, 16.05 % who do wanted to return for

various other reasons.
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The conflicts in the area have affected not onby IDPs but also the authority
dealing with humanitarian assistances. The displgm=ople have to live in a
congested and overcrowded schools and governmio¢fvithout any basic

livelihood facilities. Since their movements werestricted due to security
reasons so their income for livelihood also goeet#d. Therefore, they have to
be dependent on whatever little help they get ftbe government and other

sources to meet their daily needs.

Essential commodities like rice, dal, kerosene, etere provided only to the
newly displaced persons, however there are peadpfdaded during 1996 &
1998 conflicts who are still living in the campdlisituation since decades. They
constitute the forgotten lot, no longer regarded®s thus no help from the
government side, neither they were rehabilitated aoy other alternative
provided to them. On the other hand those who vedegessential commodities

like food, dal, etc. were also not sufficient enloug feed their families.

The satisfaction level among the IDPs is very iovterms of the quantity of

essential commodities they received during displecg. Only 7.54 % were

satisfied the amount of rice, dal and other itehey treceived but 92.46 % IDPs
shows resentment regarding the quantity of essemtmmodities they received.

The displaced people find it difficult to sustaleir day to day activities as other
source of income become completely standstill.

The health and sanitation is one of the most ingmbraspects of human life.
However access to health and sanitation becomésuttiffor the IDPs in the
camp. The findings of the study shows that the ldegul people has to live
without adequate potable water, latrine facilityaiso not adequate, water borne
diseases among IDPs is reported. The camps itselhot sufficient to
accommodate the displaced persons. As it is alwagscrowded communicable

diseases spread easily among the displaced people.
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The present study also indicates that most of ikplated people are from
economically poor background. It is found that o8I$3 % family have income
level above one lakh, 8.33 % family have incomeldetween fifty thousand to
one lakh, 24.67 % family have income between thhrgusand to fifty thousand,
while 33.67 % family income lies between ten thouk#o thirty thousand and
lastly 27 % families whose income is less thanthgusand. It is disheartening
to see that most of the displaced people even taaffird to maintain their

daily expenses with this family annual income.

The study also throws us light about the sourcenobme of the displaced

persons. The study reveals that only 7.67 % andcgeholders having regular
income, 20.33 % are involved in small businessyato26 % were involved in

agricultural activities. Lastly around 38 % of ttsplaced people have to rely
on daily wage earning sources to maintain theeliinood.

The land holding status of the IDPs has also beeatly impacted as a result
displacement. The study shows that the land holg@aitern compared to pre-
displacement and post-displacement has shown sosteepancy. Landless
persons which constitute around 23 % prior to dispinent have increased to 33
% post-displacement. Likewise land holding statetsveen 1 to 10 bighas was
around 32 % during pre-displacement period whiatregased to 37 % post-
displacement period. Further the land holding patteetween 11 to 20 bighas
was around 25 % during pre-displacement but shosdding to 21 % after
displacement and land holding position betweerno230tbighas was around 8 %
earlier and come down to 5 % after displacemerstly aland holding position
of the displaced persons who have 31 bighas ofdaadabove constitute around
11 % before displacement comes down to only aro@ndbo after the
displacement. Thus the result shows the discougapattern of land holding
position when compared to the position between grd post displacement
period. Most of the displaced persons have to be# land as a result of
displacement and this outcome is reflected in tioeeiase of more number of
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landless persons and the decrease of land possedteo displacement as the
study shows.

The study also reveals that most of the displacadgms whose property has
been left at the original place were not receivamg shares from their property.
Around 36 % of the displaced persons informed tthey were not receiving any
shares from their property however around 64 %akwgéreceiving some kind
of shares from their left out properties. This tesu more livelihood distress
among the displaced persons as the income andregmirces remains stagnant
in the camp life.

m) The study further reveals that the amount of coregion given by the authority

was not sufficient enough to rehabilitate the fasil The families who were
displaced during 1996, 1998 conflict was given at®p00.00 rupees per family
in the name of resettlement and rehabilitation pgek. The recent displacees
were given 50000.00 rupees as part of the compensgiackages for
rehabilitating their families. However, with thisomey it is near impossible to
rehabilitate the displaced families. The resultthat many of the displaced
families decided to stay back in the camp for desads the amount of

compensation they received was inadequate to esgtem.

The study finds out diverse opinion within the dégges on the issue of relief
and resettlement programme. At least around 32 %DBk want sufficient
monetary compensation as part of R&R programmeyret@3 % of them want
alternative land to be provided by the governmardund a little more than 5 %
want back their original property whose land hasnbeccupied by others and
thus cannot return back, lastly most of the digggacwants government job to
be provided as part of R&R packages which constitit % of them. However
these are the expressive views of the IDPs frontfidie in reality neither the
state of Assam nor the GOI have any policy on tieseént and rehabilitation

on conflict induced internally displaced persons.
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During the crisis period especially when it comedhte conflict displacement
the displacees sometimes have to remain withoutl fand other essential
commodities for days due to the lackadaisical watét of the authority
concerned. In that circumstances the aids fronewdifft agencies come to the
rescue for the IDPs. The IDPs needs training & adeyg and other helps for
their livelihood and sustenance. Therefore the Hefm NGOs and Civil
Society Organizations becomes utmost important. Stuely exemplify how
IDPs were benefitted from NGOs and CSOs in termseoéiving aids, relief

materials, training & advocacy and others.

Lastly the study throws us light about the comdisi of the displaced people in
the area. Most of the displaced persons, aroun® Tiink that not enough has
been done to ease the sufferings and misery ofCtRs. This is evident in the

fact that many of the IDPs are still living in tkamp on permanent basis on
their own without basic security of livelihood aralithorities help. Those

displaced people who are still living in the camgvéa to face physical and
mental trauma as they cannot return to their caigplace because of various
reasons. As the conflict in the region is a pragdone which is like adding salt
to the wounds of the IDPs. The study reveals us$ tha conflict among

communities living in the area at a regular basis hggravated the already

fragile conditions of the IDPs.

ACCOMPLISHMENT OF OBJECTIVES

Research is being carried out to achieve certageted objectives in mind. The

major findings in this research as analyzed andnemated above have facilitated the

researcher to fulfill the targeted sets of objexgtias follows:

a)

The history of the major conflicts and populatiatisplacement in Bodoland
Territorial Council since 1980s to 2014 has beeariaedout.
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b) The human rights protection mechanisms of the malgr displaced persons
through various International and UN Agencies haeen done along with
various policies of the Indian government has aksen explored.

c) The human rights issues of the conflict inducedrimally displaced persons in
Bodoland Territorial Council has been studied.

d) The response of the state authorities towardstleseint and rehabilitation of

the IDPs in the area has been drawn.

6.3 TESTING OF HYPOTHESES

In order to lead the present research in the nlgieiction two hypotheses was
formulated. The findings of the research study Haeen verified and compared to test
the validity of the drawn hypotheses. It is foumttthe findings of the study have

proved to be true and hence proved to be valichdenstood from the following facts.

Hypothesis — |

“Displaced persons are facing lot of problems dukatk of national/state policy

towards conflict induced IDPs”.

The present findings of the study clearly indicatieat the conflict induced
displaced persons in the study area face humemalems due to the lack of concrete

national and state policy towards conflict indudézplacees which includes:

a) State unwilling to accept the fact that there apeflects induced displaced
persons in the first place.

b) Lack of policy and disparity in resettlement andadeilitation packages.

c) Government role is always on ad hoc basis whilelimggawith conflict

displacees.
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d) For decades displaced peoples due to conflict baea living in a relief camp
on a permanent basis without the help from theaityhconcerned.

e) Lastly, there are laws specifically to deal witsplacement due to development,
however there are no specific laws to deal withflatinrelated IDPs which

further contribute the problems of the displacees.

All the points mentioned above validates the hypsih that ‘lack of policy
towards conflict induced IDPs are the contributiagtors of the problems faced by the

displacees. Hence hypothesis one proves to be aadidrue.

Hypothesis — II

“Protracted conflict among communities living in d@and Territorial Council

has aggravated the plight of IDPs”.

The study has also indicated the truth of the mgdypothesis as the findings of
the research shows that resultant conflicts inatie@ have caused immense problems to
the displaced people in their livelihood. Due tododrawn conflict people were
displaced and re-displaced again and again addiage and more problems. The
findings of the study indicate that 56.67 % persogge been displaced for second time
till the time of this research. Secondly, 25 % lod displaced people faced third time
displacement as a result of frequent occurrenceoaflict and lastly 19.33 % faced
displacement of one time. The general perceptioth@fdisplaced persons in the area
also proved that it is the prolonged conflict that affected their lives in the long run.
The finding of the study shows that 98 % of thepoeslents believed that prolonged

and resultant conflict has ruined their livelihood.

Thus, the second hypothesis is also valid andpaedeto be true as findings
shows that frequent conflict aggravated the plighthe displaced persons in various

ways.
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6.4 SUGGESTIONS

This research investigates the human rights isstibge people displaced due to
conflict in Bodoland Territorial Council coverinbe districts of Kokrajhar and Chirang,
Assam, India. It presents an analyses of the varempects of human rights issues
concerning conflict induced displaced people indhea. Based on the major findings of
the present research study presented above, thHewifod suggestions and
recommendations are being made for the effectiveag@ment and timely intervention

of the IDPs relating to human rights needs andegtan.

a) Since the conflict in Bodoland Territorial Couneilea is a protracted one the
competent authority must ensure proper securitthen area especially along

Indo-Bhutan International border area and othesisiga places.

b) The National as well as State government shouithdtate a policy in the line
of UN Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement dffectively deal with
conflict induced displaced persons as their neetk assistances are unique

requiring special considerations.

c) The competent authority in collaboration with NG@sd Civil Society
Organizations (CSOs) must provide proper trainimgl aadvocacy to the
displaced people relating to enjoyment of governaleschemes and benefits

and also relating to maintenance of health andemggand proper sanitation.

d) Special focus should be given to the women, childred elderly people who
constitute one of the most vulnerable groups anubsgjacees. Pregnant women

and lactating mothers should be given proper médtiekp including supply of
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baby food and other nutritious food items for theldren be made available

especially during displaced period.

The role of BTC authority as a local governmentnzdrbe ignored; therefore
the state government in consultation with the BT&@egnment must come up
with a policy to rehabilitate the displaced forabwellers who were still
languishing in the relief camps for decades evdar ajetting rehabilitation
packages. Alternate government land should be diwahem for their decent
livelihood.

The rehabilitation and resettlement packages shoeilishcreased to meet all the
basic requirement and expenses of the displacebsasuhousing, alternate land
arrangement etc. Those people having property bable to return for various

reasons must be properly compensated.

Health services must be made available during teial period especially

during displacement period. Proper information ealth schemes and benefits
must be provided to the displaced people. If pdaieOs should be entrusted
for bringing awareness programmes on health isandsgovernmental health

schemes.

More collaborative engagement between the Goverhnarmd the Non
Governmental Organizations (NGOs), Civil Societyg@nrizations (CSOs)
should be explored while dealing with IDPs in tegion.

Further, most of the conflict and displacementha tegion is related with the

militancy problem. Therefore, the Government ofignohust make a favourable
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condition for talks with different stakeholders amditant organizations to end

the militancy problems.

j) Lastly, in order to instill confidence and rightstbe displaced persons in the

BTC region the following suggestions can be explore

a) Land rights for resettlement of IDP.

b) Housing, electricity and sanitation through varigesernmental schemes.

c) Health Centres under Health Mission.

d) Access to Education under RTE, and

e) Rebuilding the lost livelihood through collaboraiengagement with BTC,
Central and State government along with local NGIDE;Os and UN

Agencies.

6.5 LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY AND SCOPE FOR FURTHER
RESEARCH

The present research study titled “Conflict Indutsternally Displaced Persons
and the Issue of Human Rights in Bodoland Terald@ouncil” has been done keeping
in mind the human rights aspects of the displacedgns in the BTC. However the
study is limited to only two districts of the Coulncovering four blocks in Kokrajhar
district and one block in Chirang district. Furtteary three communities belonging to
Bodo, Santhal and Muslim have been taken for tlhelysias sampling population
whereas there are also other communities displaseal result of the same conflict in
the area. Therefore, it may not be appropriateeteecplize the results of the study in the

whole of Bodoland Territorial Council.

The nature and complexities of the problems offlaininduced displaced
persons in Bodoland Territorial Council can be exgdl more in numerous issues in
order to strengthen and for better understandiegbtirriers in ensuring rights of the
IDPs. The micro areas like child rights, womenghts, health and sanitation, relief and
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rehabilitation issues concerning IDPs can be erplonore deeply. In-depth research on
policy framework addressing conflict induced digglaent can also be explored.

6.6 CONCLUSION

Conflict induced internally displaced persons faceimerous human rights
violations especially in the study area. The cahflnduced displaced persons in India
in general and the state of Assam in particuladsespecial attention and protection,
because displacement can take place anytime, amgw¥ith no sign of warning thus
human rights becomes imperative in such a situstidime problems concerning the
conflict induced displaces in Bodoland Territor@@buncil is that neither the state nor
the BTC authority has any policy on the resettletvaard rehabilitation of the people
displaced decades ago. Therefore for the betteragement of the issue of human
rights of those people living in the camps at vasiplaces must be given alternative
arrangement and bring confidence among them. Bfforay be made by the local
authority for all round development of the peoplspthced due to conflict through
collaborative mechanism with NGOs and Civil Soci®rganizations. The suggestions
recommended in this concluding chapter of the stndged to be considered for
minimizing the human rights violation of the dispga people in the region. Long term
policy to end the cycle of conflict must be taksnthe state and the central government
for bringing peaceful co-existence in the stateerimally displaced persons also
deserved to be protected from any kind of violaiasf rights including mental,

physical, emotional and good health.

The is an urgent need for the legal protection ratexlespecially those who are
forcefully displaced as a result of conflict, meaisan for policy and institutions to

address humanitarian aspects and service deliystgm of those who are displaced.



