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CHAPTER-V

AN ANALYSIS OF SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL ROLE OF
BODO WOMEN IN KOKRAJHAR DISTRICT

5.1 INTRODUCTION

The present chapter is to determine the analydiseoflata collected on the study of
Socio-economic and Political Role of Bodo WomerKikrajhar district. The analysis of
data is necessary to study the organized matanateder to discover the inherent or
natural facts. It refers to breaking the complegtdes of the tabulated materials to the
simpler parts and putting them together in ordeddtermine inherent factors or meaning.
Data analysis involves the arranging or ordering dlata into constituent parts for the
purpose of interpretation and to get the desirgdablves. However, mere analysis on the
data is not enough to achieve the desired objex;teved for this interpretation of result of
analysis is also required. The data of the prestmtly has been collected through

gualitative and quantitative methods.
52 SAMPLING PROFILE

The data collected from the primary sources has bealyzed in this chapter. The
data collected from the 300 respondents from fdacks of Kokrajhar district namely,
Kokrajhar Development Block (Titaguri), Dotma Dewgient Block, Gossaigaon
Development Block and Debitola Development Blockaclke block will cover 75
respondents representing 50 respondents from fearade 25 respondents from male.
Survey has been conducted with structured questioemnnterview method based on
purposive random sampling method. Different setguastionnaire has also been sent to
NGOs and Civil Society Organizations relating teitlrole, programmes, and activities in
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regard to rights, privilegeand role of Bodo Women in the field of social armlitpal

spheres.

Table No.5.1: Sample Units in each block under study.

Sl. Gender
Blocks Total per Block All Total

No. Male Female

1 Kokrajhar Block 25 50 75

2 Dotma Block 25 50 75

300

3 | Gossaigaon Block 25 50 75

4 Debitola Block 25 50 75

Source:Sample size undertaken by researcher for the ¢

Figure 5.1: Pie diagram showing sample size froah édocl

m Kokrajhar Block ® Dotma Block = Gossaigaon Block® Debitola Blocl

Sample size from each block

Figure5.1: Sample characteristics of chosen 4 developmenks.
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Further, the sampisize of each block hdsen stratified into male and fem:

respondents as shown in Fig. No..
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301 55 25 25 25
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[
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Kokrajhar Block Dotma Block  Gossaigaon Block  Debitola Block

Figure5.2: Bardiagram showin Male Female breakup from each bl.

The sample size has beersigned keeping in minthat women othese blocks can
represent their ideaand thoughts along with male counter. The female responder
have been considered more in numbers than malendsptsto avoidmaximum sampling

error. The target groups are selecteetween the age group of 20 tc years.
5.3 BODO WOMEN IN SOCIAL DIMENSION

The Bodos having a rich cultural heritage consideremselves as an egalitar
society. Bodos do not have anlass or caste differences and trsociety is primarily
patriarchal in nature. In the present Bodo so women are enjoyed th due respect and
status, as the Bod@omen occupies important place in the s-economic structure of tr
Bodo society. It is to be mentioned that the statis/omen in a particular society is
significant reflection of the social justice of theociey. It is seldom witnesses in Bo

society such crime against women, dowry deaths,deruetc However, n order to
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understandhe different roleresponsibilities and problena$ Bodo women in social sere
of the study area songuestiois has been put to the respondentenethe first question
was: Do you think that Bodo women weconscious ahat their social rol in the society?
The option was provided for them for easy reply:v- a) Yes,b) No and c) Don’'t Know

Table no. 5.2 will shows the cleapicture of the respondents.

Table No. 5.2:Showing responses osocial consciousness.

Sl. No. ResponsBeceive! Frequency Percentage
1. Yes 182 60.67%
2. No 88 29.33%
3. Don’'t Know 30 10%
Total:—» 300 100

Source: Field Survey.

Consciousness on Social Re¢
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Figure5.3: Bardiagram showingonsciousness on Social Role frome respondent
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It is found that (182) 60.67% of the total samp&pulation responded that bodo
women are conscious about their social role insti@ety. They opined that Bodo women
have a significant role in the various social atigg of Bodo society. Around 29.33% (88)
of the total respondents of the study area wereawate of their social role and they are of
the opinion that women were dependent upon thele maunterpart in most of social
responsibilities and they rely their decision oerth The Bodo society which is patriarchal
in nature empowered male to take most of the dewsin domestic affairs. Therefore, the
women naturally become dependent on their maletegoart. However, the Bodo women
along with their male counterpart, also equallyriiba social responsibility. Women have
a key role while performing social ceremonies ia Bodo society. In Bodo society women
are calledMainao or Noni Mainao (Goddesses of wealth) for which their role in gver
social aspect is important for the existence of @edciety. So, from the above data, it is
clearly shows us that majority of the Bodo womernthe study area are conscious about
their social role of the society. Moreover, theatotespondents who agreed with the
conscious of social role of the Bodo women have algpressed that some rites and rituals
of the Bodo society can not be performed withoatglresence of the women. Moreover, 30
respondents which are about 10% of the total sarsigle have no idea and could not

respond on the part of social role of the Bodo wome

The second question put to the respondents wakelstatus of women in your
society is equal to male? The Option providedfiierrespondents was:- a) Yes, b) No and

¢) Don’t Know. The table no. 5.3 shows us cleatyrep the respondents.

Table No. 5.3: Showing responses on status of Bodomen in the society.

Sl. No. Response Received Frequency Percentage
1. Yes 131 43.6%
2. No 162 54%
3. Don’t Know 07 2.4%
Total: — 300 100

Source: Field Survey.
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Status of Bodo Women in the Societ

(2.4%)

M Yes
H No

Don't Know

Figure5.4: Pie diagram showinSocial Status of Bodo Women.

The datan figure 5.« revealsthat the status of women in the society is not ket
men. It shows that 1654%) of the total respondents were not agreed equality of
social status of women with men. = 131 (43.6%) were agreed with the question
status of women in the Bodociety is equal to men. The data also shows tido2f the
total respondents did nahswe on the question. It i©tbe mentioned that social struct
of the Bodos is basesh the patriarchal systeteven though they also enjoy equal freec
with man in performing their duties. The Bodo woni@ve been playing significant role
the family and also in soc-economic life.Anjali Daimary Presidel of Bodo Women
Justice Forum (BWR) has stated that wout equality for womenthe overall progress «
the society is not possible, though we claimed @éontember of a modern society,
women still suffer gender and other discriminatiarsd even the supposedly rich ¢
advanced nations have failed to pre equal rights to womeiBoro S. , 2014 However,
in practical life ordue to the patriarchal characteristics, male emjayere freedom tha
female and their status is higher than the womemast cases of the social fuions and

ceremonies male enjoyed higher position than fen&de the above data shows that st
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of women is not equal to male which indicates amtiof Article 15 of the constitutional

provision that prohibits any discrimination on treunds of sex.

The third question put forth to the respondents:vi2s you think that female
education is eminent for all round developmentatfiety? If yes why? Respondents have
been given the following option: a) Increase litgreate, b) Increase income potential, c)
Self respect and dignity and d) Others. Table Nd.ahd 5.5 has shown clear picture of the

respondents.

Table No. 5.4: Showing responses for the need ofriale education.

Sl. No. Response Received Frequency Percentage
1. Yes 273 91%
2. No 22 7.33%
3. Don’t Know 05 1.67%
Totak» 300 100

Source: Field Survey.

The data reveals that most of the respondents agmeed with imparting female
education in the society. 273 (91%) out of 300 oeslents opted for imparting female
education is eminent and important for all rounded@pment of the society. It is found that
only 22 which are about 7.33% of the total sampling gave negative response in regard
to the imparting female education. They are ofdpaion that imparting education is not
only important factor for the development of sogiatather women can contribute with
other ways for the growth and development of sgdigtinvolving in the various activities
of the present day life. Moreover, they preferrédng better education facility to their
male child, since they have to look after their ifgrhich will become the guardian of the

family and such tendency of the society leads dtation of Article 26 of UDHR as well as
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contrary to the norms of Article 10 to 14 of Pdttdf the CEDAW Convention that has
advocated right to education for all and focusirgmen education. The 5 (1.67%) of the
total respondents did not response on the quedtomever, the above data shows that

imparting female education is really important éeer all development of the society.

Table No. 5.5: Reason for imparting Female Educatm

Sl. No. Reasons Frequency Percentage
1 Increase literary rate 65 23.80%
2 Increase income potential 81 29.67%
3. Self Respect and Dignity 79 28.94%
4 Others 48 17.59%
Totak» 273 100

Source: Field Survey

0, —_
35.00% (81) (79)
30.00% - 29.67% 28.94%

(65)
25.00% | 23-80%
(48)
20.00% - 17.59%
15.00% -
10.00% -
5.00% -
0.00% T T T )
Increase Literary rate Increase income Self Respect and Others
potential Dignity

Figure 5.5: Bar diagram showing the reason for imparting femeducation of the

respondents.
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The data in figure 5.5 shows us that out of the iZpondents who are agreed with
the imparting female education for the all roungtedepment of the society have expressed
different reasons for the importance of female atloo. It is found that 23.80% of the
respondent opted for the reason to increase Wta@e by imparting female education.
Further, 29.67% of the respondent opted for inéngagncome potential which is the
reason for the imparting of female education indbeiety, while 28.94% respondent opted
for the reason to achieve self respect and digoityhe women by imparting female
education. Lastly, 48 respondents which are aligu69% opted for other reasons for

imparting female education in the society.

The fourth question put to the respondents wathdee a sufficient facility of co-
educational institutions in your area? Respondeat® been given the following option: a)
Yes, b) No and c) Don’t know. The response providgdhe respondents has been shown
in the Table No. 5.6.

Table No. 5.6: Showing responses on sufficient féity of co-educational Institutions.

Sl. No. Response Received Frequency Percentage
1. Yes 126 42%
2. No 170 56.67%
3. Don’'t Know 04 1.33%
Total—» 300 100

Source: Field Survey.

The frequency table shows that there is no sufficfacility of co-educational
institutions in the study area. The data reveas dlut of the 300 respondents of the sample
units 170 which are about 56.67% opted for insidfit facility of co-educational
institutions, while 42% of the total respondentsndted the availability of sufficient co-
educational institutions in the study area and dniyhich about 1.33% have no idea on the

establishment of co-educational institutions. It tes be mentioned that Educational
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institutions which is a considerable importancethe society has a role of shaping our
goals and values. It is the instrument of sociaizand transforming of our socio-cultural
values and norms. A society can be developed aodrgssed only, if there is proper
establishment of educational institutions. The oesients were of the opinion that the
educational institutions which were need to be b#staed in some backward areas for
imparting primary education for all are still lefthe establishments of private institutions
were mostly set up in the urban areas and thesstidiréeft in the rural areas for which

people are unable to attain quality education. wvernment institutions which

established in rural areas were lacking behindiwing quality education in the society.

So, the data reveals that most of the respondéritee sampling units are not agreed with

existence of sufficient co-educational institutiomshe study area.

The fifth question put forth to the respondents:waBo you think that there any
religious conservativeness in regard to the womaniqgipation in social activities? The
Option provided for the respondents was:- a) YeédNdand c) Don’t know. The table no.

5.7 will show the clear picture of the respondents.

Table No. 5.7: Religious conservativeness in regatd women participation in social

activities.
Sl. No. Response Received Frequency Percentage
1. Yes 64 21.33%
2. No 225 75%
3. Don’t Know 11 3.67%
Total: —» 300 100

Source: Field Survey.
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Religious conservatiness in social activitie
(1)
3.67%

(64)
21.33%

M Yes
H No

Don’t Know

Figure: 5.6: Pie diagram showincesponse oReligious conservativeness in regard to
participation of women in social activitie

The data from the table f and figure 5.&hows us that most of the respondent
the sampling units were opted for negative respcOut of the 300 total respondents
respondents who constitutes 75% were not agredd tiv religious conservativenein
regard to the participation of women in social \atigés. However, 64 respondents w
constitute 21.33% were opted for positive respongele 3.67% did not response on -
question put to thenTraditionally, Bodo community worshipeBathou Dharm or Bathou
Religionas Sidney Endle described that the religion ofgbdos or Kachari is distinctly ¢
the type commonly known ¢animistic’. It is to be mentioned thatreong the Bodos son
of them alsoadopted Christiatreligion as well as other religion3he religion in Bodc
society which played a important role in the foratidn of their social pattern, stat
economy, mode of living and way of thinking, such conservativeness to
participation of women in social activities has meen seen. owever, theGarja Puja
which is a important religious ceremony of the Bedod in that Puja women are gener
not allowed to enter in thGarjasali or altar place oGarja Puja as women does have
any ole to perform in this puja. So, such binding women participation in religiot
ceremony shows patriarchal dominance in the Bodtety and this has violated right

freedom of thought, conscience and religion asApgcle 18 of UDHF. However, most of
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the respondents opined that there is no a religbnuging or conservativeness in regard to

the participation of women in social activities.

The sixth question put forth to the respondents g justified to present gifts or
cash to the bridegroom during marriage? If no wRg&pondents have been given the
following option: a) Effect weak economic family) lhoss of self esteem among the
women, ¢) Promote domestic violence and crime,tief3. Table No. 5.8 and 5.9 has been

shown clear picture of the respondents.

Table No. 5.8: Showing response on giving cash oiftg to the bridegroom during
marriage ceremony.

Sl. No. Response Received Frequency Percentage
1. Yes 102 34%
2. No 195 65%
3. Don’t Know 03 1%
Total: —» 300 100

Source: Field Survey.

The data reveals that most of the respondents matragreed with the giving cash
or gifts to the bridegroom during marriage. 195%f%ut of the 300 respondents were not
in favour of giving such items, while 102 which ab®&4% were agreed with the giving
cash or gifts and 1% of the total respondents ddknow the reason which is justified or
not justified for giving cash or gifts to the brgteom at the time of marriage. It is to be
mentioned that in a traditional Bodo society, malembers of a family enjoy the rights on
their paternal properties. In absence of any maié&l,cthe practice of distribution of
paternal property among the daughters is also [metven the Bodo society and they can
enjoy such properties even after their marriage.ildoegard to this, parents of the bride
gives gold, cows, pigs, fowls even allot land to Haughter after the marriage of their
daughter. But, there is no such demand for gittash from the bridegroom’s family during

marriage. Parents of bride’s family give some aasift to their daughter during marriage
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with their love and honour. However, most of thependent were not in favour of givini

such items to the bridegroom during marriage, &y twere of the opinion that the

practices effects middle classmily as well as to the poor economic family backgrc

and this hageads to violation of Dowry Prohibition Act of 1S.

Table No. 5.9:Showing reason for not givingcash or gifts to the bridegroom during

marriage.
Sl. No. Reasons Frequency Percentage
1. Affect weak economic famil 61 31.28%
2. Loss of self esteem among the won 56 28.72%
3. Promote domestic violence and cri 52 26.67%
4. Others 26 13.33%
Total— 195 100

Source: Field Survey.
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Figure: 5.7: Bardiagram showingeason for giving cash or giftkiring marriag.
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The data in figure 5.7 shows us that out of ther®8pondents who were not agreed
with presenting gifts or cash have expressed differeasons. 61 respondents which about
31.28% were opted for the reason that it has affedk economic family background,
while 56 respondents of the sample units which tituts 28.72% were opted for loss of
self esteem among the women. Further, the resptsmégpressed that giving cash or gifts
to the daughters promotes domestic violence andecand women become victim for
which 52 (26.67%) respondents were opted for thason. Lastly, 13.33% cites other
reasons for not agreeing with giving such itemsrdumarriage. It is to be mentioned that
though there is no dowry system in Bodo societysome parents used to give cash or gifts

or even property to their daughters which affeetébonomically unsound family.

The seventh question put forth to the respondents V& there widow remarriage
system in your society? The option provided torgspondents was:- a) Yes, b) No and c)

Don’t know. Table no. 5.10 will show us clear piewf the respondents.

Table No. 5.10: Showing response on Widow Remarriagystem.

Sl. No. Response received Frequency Percentage
1. Yes 300 100%
2. No 0 -
3. Don’t know 0 -
Total: —» 300 100

Source: Field Survey.

The data reveals that out of the total 300 respatsdef the sampling unit, all the
300 respondents which constitute 100% have optedpdsitive response. They have
admitted that the widow remarriage system is pexvain Bodo society. It is to be
mentioned that in the early part of the™16entury the Bodo society is said to have
intermingled with the mainstream Hindu society beyt have been influenced by their
thoughts, when the Hindu society was under thercbonf many social evil practices like

sati system, dowry system, child marriage etc. Bugh practices could not influence
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whole system of Bodo society. In Bodo society, domi can marry other person after de
of her husband unlike sati systeHowever, there is certain restriction in the wid
remarriage system @odo sociey, where a widow can marry onfyounger brother of he
deceased husband but not with elder, if she had to remarry with the brothers of
deceased husband.

The eighthquestionput to the respondents was: Is there any male dwice in
your domestic fiairs? The option provided to the respondents - a) Yes, b) No and ¢

Don’t know. Following tableno. 5.11shows us clear picture of the responde

Table No. 5.11:Response oMale dominance in domestic affairs.

Sl. No. Response receive Frequency Percentage
1. Yes 177 59%
No 116 38.67%
3. Don’t know 07 2.33%
Total:— 300 100

Source: Field Survey.
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Figure: 5.8: Pie diagram showing resporof male dominance in domestic affai
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The table no. 5.11 and figure 5.8 reveals thatoduhe total 300 respondents 177
which about 59% were agreed with male dominancier domestic affairs. It is noted
that Bodo society which is primarily patriarchal mature has the evidence of male
dominance in most of the decision of domestic edffaiBecause, the male become the
guardian of the family and being a head of the kammale had to decide on the matters
arising out of the family. But such patriarchalitatte of the society leads to violation
women'’s dignity and rights according to the Artetle & 2 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights of 1948. However, 116 respondents lwigignstitute 38.67% were not
agreed with male dominance in the domestic affditeey were viewed that male and
female are equally treated in the Bodo societyeMary matter of domestic affairs female
members also have given importance and they ardortnated. They opined that while
taking any decision on the family matters or in auch problems women were also
consulted. It is evident that elements of matriafdystem are also found prevalent in the
Bodo society and women had considerable authariertain social and domestic matters
as women played an indirect role in decision making family or at the village level. The
ghwrjia system marriage where husband moves out of higyfaand stays in his wife’s
house with his in-laws forever, indicates the naatfal streak. Lastly, the 7 respondents
which constitute 2.33% were did not response orgthestion put to them. Hence, the data

clearly shows us that there is existence of matidance in domestic affairs.

The ninth question put forth to the respondents: Weshere any case of female
torture in your family/area? The option providedhe respondents was:- a) Yes, b) No and

c) Don’t know. The following table no. 5.12 will gv the clear picture of the respondents.

Table No. 5.12: Response of female torture in treociety.

Sl. No. Response received Frequency Percentage
1. Yes 60 20%
2. No 220 73.33%
3. Don’t know 20 6.67%
Total: — 300 100

Source: Field Survey.
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Table no. 5.12 shows us that most of the respoademre not agreed with
existence of female torture in the Bodo societye Data shows 220 respondents which
constitute 73.33% were given negative response.Bldu® society though dominated by
the male members, but such female torture in theedtic affairs does not prevail. The
female are also equally respected and treated yn sacial functions and activities.
Harassment in the name of dowry or others doexist in the Bodo society. Moreover,
60 respondents which are about 20% of the totgloredents opted for existence of female
torture in the family. They were viewed that womare harassed and torture by their
husbands and with their in-laws. Wives were beatshtorture by the husband while they
take alcohol for no reason and for the scarcityearin the family. They were beaten up by
their husband accusing improper treatment towardmt On the other hand, in-laws of
some family members harassed their daughter in-fawsilly reasons of their domestic
matters which indicate the violation of legal rigltf women as per Protection of Women
from Domestic Violence Act of 2005, and 20 respartgavhich about 6.67% were do not
know about such female torture in the domesticirgffaf the Bodo society. Hence, the

above data clearly shows us that female tortuteearstudy area does not exist.

The tenth question put forth to the respondents Wasyou think that women are
mostly become victim in witch hunting cases? If ydsy? Respondents have been given
the following option: a) llliteracy, b) Male domithan in the society, c¢) Others. The
response provided by the respondents has been shava Table No. 5.13 & 5.14 which

will show us clear picture of the respondents.

Table No. 5.13: Showing response on Witch Hunting.

Sl. No. Response received Frequency Percentage
1. Yes 95 31.67%
2. No 168 56%
3. Don’t know 37 12.33%
Total—» 300 100

Source: Field Survey.
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The frequency table reveals that most of the redpots were not agreed that
women are mostly becomes victim of witch huntifihe data shows that out of total 300
respondents 168 respondents who constitute 56% gixeea negative response. It is to be
mentioned that there is a superstitious believeitfhcraft in society which does not only
exists in the Bodo society but it's prevailed i@t society as well. The belief of witches
which is the grave evil and the incidents of wit@ft or practicing unapproved form of
black magic believe to be prevailed in the Bodoietgceven today, which leads to
suspicion of practicing witchcraft. So, there isuperstitious belief obaina (male witch)
and Dainy (female witch) in Bodo society and due to this esgfitious belief many
innocent people have been killed in the name ofwitunting. In such cases both male
and female become victim of witch hunting. Furth@s, respondents which constitute
31.67% were agreed on the issue that mostly wonse ivecome victim of witch hunting
and it indicates that the witch hunting cases waathe provision for protection of
women’s rights laid down by Elimination of All Foerof Discrimination Against Women,
1979 (CEDAW), as for example it violates the Eliation of discrimination in areas of
economic and social life between men and womenaandrd to women equality with men
before the law and in civil matters. While 37 resgents which about 12.33% were not
given any specific comment on the question putamthem, as some of the respondents

afraid of giving comment on existence of witchciafactices in their area.

Table No. 5.14: Showing reasons for which women bawmes victim of witch hunting.

Sl. No. Reasons Frequency Percentage
1. llliteracy 33 34.74%
2. Male domination in the society 39 41.05%
3. Others 23 24.21%
Total—» 95 100

Source: Field Survey.
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Figure: 5.9: Bar diagram showing reason for women becomingmict witch hunting.

If we analyse the data from figure no. 5.9 showshas out of the 95 respondents
who were admitted that women were mostly becomgnviof witch hunting, have given
different reasons for which women were mostly sagggkin the cases of witch hunting and
they become victimized. It is found that out of @Spondents 33 respondent which about
34.74% were viewed that due to problem of illitgragcomen become victim of witch
hunting, while 39 (41.05%) opted that male domommain the society leads to victimization
of women in witch hunting cases, as women werearalole and their voices sometimes
were not heard by the others and they become dasggted. Hence, male domination in
the Bodo society is also the reason where womelfersdf Further, 23 respondents who
constitute 24.21% cites other reasons for which ammere mostly become victim of

witch hunting cases.
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5.4 BODO WOMEN IN ECONOMIC DIMENSION

The very important aspect for the development ao@vth of an individual and the
society is depends upon their economic conditionods economic conditions of an
individual not only helps in ensuring stability ihe society but it also helps in bringing
peace amongst the nations and thriving human eulflihe most important factor which
affects in the maintenance of family life is basea the economic condition of an
individual. The basic needs of the family in mainitag day to day life such as food,
housing, clothing, education, health care etc,dgrglepends on the level of income and
resources available within the family and such veses of the family reflects the status of
the society as well. However, to pinpoint the rofeBodo women in economic aspects

several questions have been put to them to getie¢leer picture.

So, in order to understand economic conditionshefdtudy area the first question
put to the respondents was: Do you think that Bedwmen are economically self
dependent? The option provided to the respondeass & Yes, ¢) No and c) Don’t know.

The table no. 5.15 will show the clear picturetd tespondents.

Table No. 5.15: Showing response on women’s econardiependency.

Sl. No. Response Received Frequency Percentage
1. Yes 104 34.67%
No 196 65.33%
3. Don’t know 0 -
Total: —» 300 100

Source: Field Survey.

The data reveals that most of the response tajtlestion was negative. It is found
that out of the total 300 respondents 196 respdsdehich constitute 65.33% were opted
for negative response. They were of the viewedrtigt of the women in Bodo society are
not economically independent, as their economicditmm depends on the men.
Traditionally, there is a belief that men are thiedda earners of the family and all other
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works should be done by the women for which moshefwomen becomes dependents on
their husband. On the other hand, 104 respondehishvabout 34.67% were responded
that they were economically independent. It is ¢onentioned that Bodo women have a
large contribution to the family economy and theyrkvwithin and outside in all areas for
the family’s economic interest. Along with norntedusehold work as housewife, they also
work equally with the male counterparts in all agliural and allied activities attached to
the family. Further, women who were involved in etleconomic activities have admitted
economic self independent. However, the data sheswhat most of the Bodo women in
the study area are not economically self dependedttheir economic condition depends
on their male counterparts.

The next question put to the respondents was: Dalyok that women should take
primary role in economic sector? If yes why? Théavpprovided to the respondents was:-
a) Economic Independence b) to support family econand c) others. The table no. 5.16
and 5.17 will show us the clear picture of the oegfents.

Table No. 5.16: Showing response on taking primgiole in economic sector.

Sl. No. Response Received Frequency Percentage
1. Yes 198 66%
2. No 86 28.67%
3. Don’t know 16 5.33%
Total: —» 300 100

Source: Field Survey.

As shown in the table no. 5.16 out of 300 respotsd@88 respondents of sample
unit which constitutes 66% agreed that Bodo wonteukl take primary role in economic
activities. They opined that women are also keynegyéor the development and they play
important role in economic and social change. Engyow them is not only important for
the well being of the individual families but al&w economic productivity. As most of the

Bodo women of rural areas of Kokrajhar district &@énvolved in agriculture and allied
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activities, so for the growth of the individual afemily economy, women should take
primary role in economic sector. On the other 8§pomdents which constitute 28.67%
were not agreed with women’s active involvementeconomic sector, they cited that
historically and socially women were viewed as vexadex than male counterpart. Women
have to shoulder the responsibility of family plarg bringing up of their child and they
also have to work all other domestic related wovkemen are faced gender discrimination
in different works. Moreover, there are also soroeiad structural conditions for which
Bodo women could not participate actively in alloeemic spheres. Their active
participation in economic sector may hamper dorodsé of the family. But this attitude
of the society has violated norms of CEDAW convamiof Part-1ll of Article 10-14 which
has outlined women’s economic rights. While 5.33P6) (were don not know about the
good impact and bad impact of the economic padtmp of Bodo women. However, the
data reveals that most of the respondents havedgvith the active participation of Bodo

women in the economic sector.

Table No. 5.17: Reason for taking primary role in eonomic sector.

Sl. No. Reasons Frequency Percentage
1. Economic Independence 69 34.85%
2. To support family economy 74 37.37%

3. Others 55 27.78%
Total: —» 198 100

Source: Field Survey.
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Figure: 5.10: Bardiagram showingeason for taking primary role in economic actit

Table no. 5.1and Figure no. 5.10 shows us that 198 respondemiswere optet

for positive response have opil some reasons in which 69 (34.85favoured taking

primary role in economic sector will bring econormdependencof the Bodo women. 74

respondents which abb37.37% were citethat active involvemendf Bodo womerwill

enhance theapacity to support family econoi, while 55 (27.78%) opted fother reasons

for which Bodo women have to te primary role in economiactivities.

The next qud®n put to the respondents was related with thengeof beneficiary

schemes or projectsf Bodo wome implemented by the governmeiThe table no. 5.18

will show the clear picture of the responde

Table No. 5.18:Showing response on getting share governmental scheme:

Sl. No. Response Receive Frequency Percentage
1. Yes 102 34%
2. No 193 64.33%
3. Don't know 05 1.67%
Total: —» 300 100

Source: Field Survey.
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The data from the table shows us that most of #spandents were opted for
negative response. Out of the 300 total respondE8srespondents which about 64.33%
cited that Bodo women were not given due share evimiplementing governmental
beneficiary schemes or projects and they were degrbf it. They were viewed that
women were discriminated in distributing benefigiachemes and most of the schemes or
projects either it may be central government schestade government schemes or BTC
schemes most of them are enjoyed by the male cmamteonly. However, 102 respondents
which constitute 34% were agreed with the obtairohg@qual share while implementing
governmental schemes or projects. Bodo women whelagible, competent and deserving
for availing schemes, gets the share of governrheat@mes, while 1.67% (5) respondents

of the sample unit were not aware of getting sirarmplementing governmental schemes.

In order to understand the wages of women worki#es, next question put the
respondent was: Are women get equal wages asaoafegerpart in any labour work? If no
why? The option provided to the respondents waddae dominance b) Discrimination
and Bias, c) Others. Table no. 5.19 and 5.20 hawrsithe clear picture of the respondents.

Table No. 5.19: Wage equality of women in labour wé.

Sl. No. Response Received Frequency Percentage
1. Yes 83 27.67%
2. No 211 70.33%
3. Don’t know 06 2%
Total: —» 300 100

Source: Field Survey

The data from the table no. 5.19 reveals that 2t btotal 300 respondents which

constitute 70.33% opted for negative response. Tere vied that women were not given
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equal pay for equal work though there has beenigg¥ocus on women’s empowerment
and gender equality in our public discourse. Actmdto survey conducted by the
International Labour Organization (ILO) in 2017 rthehas been a tremendous level of
disparity in wages for women in India where memeabore than their women counterparts
even in the similar works and the gender pay gélpats 30 per cent. There have been
several laws to protect the right of equal payni@n and women like ‘Equal Remuneration
Act of 1976’ which was made for providing equal remaration for men and women
workers and to prevent on the grounds of gendegf\Were, 2018). But, still women were
deprived of getting equal wages which also indgatielation of constitutional rights of
women as per Article 39 (d) where state has torensgual pay for equal work to both men
and women. Further, 83 respondents which abou72@ Were agreed that women are also
getting equal wages as male counterparts, they orezeé that women who works similar
jobs in professional or non professional or in ofladour works gets equal wages as men,
but the differentiation of wages depends on theuneabf work where they involved.
Lastly, the 6 respondents which constitute 2% dokmow inequality of wages between

men and women.

Table No. 5.20: Reason for gender wage gap.

Sl. No. Reason Frequency Percentage
1. Male dominance 81 38.39%
2. Discrimination and Biag 67 31.75%
3. Others 63 29.86%
Total: —» 211 100

Source: Field Survey.
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Figure: 5.11: Pie diagram showing reason for gender wage gap.

Table No. 5.20 and Figure No. 5.11 reveals thatettege different reasons for
gender wage gap. 211 respondents who expressednnvamenot getting equal wages as
male counterpart in any labour work, where 81 radpats which constitute 38.39% have
opted male dominance in the society as well asarkyslaces is the main factor of unequal
pay of wages. On the other, 67 respondents whiabutal31.75% have opted for
discrimination and bias on the grounds of gendénhesreason of wage pay gap, while 63
(29.86%) respondents were cited other reasonstiahwmomen do not get equal wages as

male counterpart.

The next question put to the respondents was celaith the understanding of
equal opportunities in getting governmental jobsviomen. Table no. 5.21 will show the

clear picture of the respondents.
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Table No. 5.21: Employment level of women in govemental jobs.

Sl. No. Response Received Frequency Percentage
1. Yes 111 37%
2. No 178 59.33%
3. Don’t know 11 3.67%
Total: —» 300 100

Source: Field Survey.

As shown in table no. 5.21 most of the responddatsot agree that women will
get equal opportunities in governmental jobs as.rm&8 respondents out of the total 300
respondents which constitute 59.33% cited that Baaonen were not getting equal
opportunities in terms of governmental jobs as niteis.to be mentioned that Article 16 of
the Indian Constitutions provides equal opportesitin matters of State services. The
opportunity which every citizen of the country shbk eligible for employment or
appointment under the State according to their itiomd and capability without
discrimination on grounds of caste and gender shah opportunities are not prevailed in
actual practice. They are of the viewed that womvere given less importance in the time
of appointment on the ground that women are indapabd they have to look after their
child and have to bear family as well as other bbo&l burdens etc. for which they have
been neglected. Moreover, partiality and favoritismere practiced at the time of
appointment by the concerned authorities. 111 (F&¥pondents agreed that Bodo women
were also enjoyed equal opportunities in governaigiabs as men, as employment or
appointment in any government offices or organiedi are depends on their required
qualification or criteria for the appointment. Aerghe provision of reservation policy of
the government and with their performance womenase get equal opportunities in
governmental jobs with men. Moreover, they haveccithe example of BTC (Bodoland
Territorial Council) Secretariat of Kokrajhar whemaximum grade-iv employees are Bodo
women, while 11 (3.67%) respondents were do nowkwbether women are getting equal

opportunities in governmental jobs or not. Howevke, above data shows us that most of
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the women are getting equal opportunities in govemmal jobs according to their

capability and required qualifications.

The next question put to the respondents was: fegevomen of your area involved
in small business establishment? If yes how? Th®mprovided to the respondents was:
a) Weaving, b) Vegetable vendors, and c) OtherbleTao. 5.22 and 5.23 will show us
clear response of the respondents.

Table No. 5.22: Involvement of women in small busess activities.

Sl. No. Response Received Frequency Percentage
1. Yes 129 43%
No 164 54.67%
3. Don’t know 07 2.33%
Total: —» 300 100

Source: Field Survey.

The data reveals that out of total 300 respondE2f@srespondents which about 43%
were agreed that women are also involved in sncallesbusiness activities. They viewed
that Bodo women were not only involved in househuwldrk rather they were also
participated in small business sector. They wewpslued as vendors, entrepreneurs and
even some of the Bodo women also become contragtolisy agents etc. They were also
directly participating in different business adi®s now-a-days. However, 164 (54.67%)
respondents cited that most of the Bodo women wetévolved in the business activities.
Traditionally and socially women have to abide g tirection of their male counterpart in
the family and they become dependent on male, smedBodo society is patriarchal by
nature and male were become dominant in every damafair. Women can not do
whatever they like unless permitted by male forahhi is difficult for them to involve in
such business activities or other activities. Mosrp most of them are involved in the
household work instead of participating in businesstor. Hence, data shows that most of

the respondents were not agreed with participatiowomen in small business activities,
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while 7 (2.33%) respondents were does not knowirtkelvement of women in small

business activities of their area.

Table No. 5.23: Response showing Business Professichere women were involved.

Sl. No. Business profession Frequency Percentage
1. Weaving 56 43.41%
2. Vegetable vendors 39 30.24%
3. Others 34 26.35%

Total: —» 129 100

Source: Field Survey.

The frequency table shows that out of 129 respasdsh (43.41%) were opted for
weaving as the profession of business establishnieatlitionally Bodo women love to
weave cloths and they weave their cloths in thein thandlooms. Woven cloths includes
Dokhona, Aronai, Gamcha, Endi Chadar, Muga Cha&sema Chadafbed sheet) which
women are mostly used it for commercial purposagiaith family used. Some women
entrepreneur have opened weaving centre in urleas and they have been venturing out
weaving as their business profession. 39 resposdehich about 30.24% were opted
vegetable vendors as the business profession vB@ie women were involved. They
viewed that in the present time many Bodo womenewevolving as vegetable vendors
both in village and town market and they are noyint to establish it as their source of
income, while 34 (26.35%) were opted other way wdibess profession for Bodo women,
as other than weaving and vegetable vendors sontigedBodo women were engaged in

different fields of business establishment.
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The next question put forth to the respondents nekted with the involvement of
Bodo women in Sericulture Activities. The table B4 will show the response provided
by them.

Table No. 5.24: Showing response of involvement women in Sericulture activities.

Sl. No. Response Received Frequency Percentage
1. Yes 137 45.67%
2. No 154 51.33%
3. Don't know 9 3%
Total: —» 300 100

Source: Field Survey.

The data reveals that out of 300 total respond&Bisrespondents who constitute
45.67% were agreed with the involvement of Bodo wonm the Sericulture activities.
Traditionally women folk of Bodo community were wmlved in the sericulture activities.
They learn to weave different type of cloths frameit early childhood from their elders.
Bodo women woverendi ji’ or ‘eri’ cloth during cold seasons which is popular warm
cloth in the Bodo society and these cloths are golthe market for considerable price.
Sometimes thé&ri silkkworm and their cocoons are sold in the markettheir livelihood.
They viewed that most of the women living in ruaaéas still involved in the sericulture
activities. But, 154 respondents which about 51.38%e viewed that most of the Bodo
women were not involved in the sericulture actestin the present time, as these activities
are undertaken by some NGOs, Entrepreneurs andwlgovernmental departments. They
were viewed that due to lacking of scientific teclwgy and technology know-how, they
could not provide large production. Cloths weavindustries and commercialization of
woven products are also inadequate in the arethdfuthe new generation of Bodo society
could not adapt with traditional mode of productfonwhich less women were participate

in the sericulture activities. Lastly, 3% (9) resdents were did not response the question
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put forth to them. Hence, the data clearly showshas most of the Bodo women do not

engage in the sericulture activities.

The next question put forth to the respondents Was:the women of your area
interested in Self Help Groups? If yes why? Theaopprovided to the respondents was: a)
To be economically independent, b) To support faredonomy, c) Others. The table no.

5.25 and 5.26 will highlight the clear picture bétrespondents.

Table No. 5.25: Showing response of participationfavomen in Self Help Groups:

Sl. No. Response Received Frequency Percentage
1. Yes 230 76.67%
No 58 19.33%
3. Don’t know 12 4%
Total: —» 300 100

Source: Field Survey.

The data from the table no. 5.25 reveals that n@egple in the study area are
interested in Self Help Groups. Out of total 30@pandents 230 respondents who
constitute 76.67% were showing that most of the wwnare interested in Self Help
Groups. They cited that Self Help Groups is a pfatf or tool for women economic
empowerment. The Bodo women mostly from rural afeas Self Help Groups with 15-
20 members to obtain governmental schemes to worthe field of poultry farming,
piggery and weaving etc. Moreover, through SHG tbiégr training on capacity building,
skill labour and counseling to the underprivileggdmen. On the other, 58 respondents
who constitute 19.33% were showing disinterest eif Help Groups. They were viewed
that though SHGs provides opportunity of econommspewerment but considerable
number of women or groups are yet join in Self H8hpups willingly or unwillingly. It is
to be mentioned that SHGs have some problems vangmon-rotation of leaders, lack of
long term view, lack of discipline to conduct regulsavings and record keeping,

difficulties at the time loan disbursements andceagh Further, most of the SHGs do not get
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governmental schemes properly, while 12 (4%) redpots do not know whether women
of their area were interested in Self Help Groupsiat. However, the data reveals that

most respondents of the study area were showiegestedness of women in SHGs.

Table No. 5.26: Reasons for participation in Self elp Groups.

Sl. No. Response Received Frequency Pegenta
To be economically independent 113 49.13%
2. To support family economy 70 30.43%
Others a7 20.44%
Total: —» 230 100

Source: Field Survey.
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Figure: 5.12: Bar diagram showing reason for participating inf Siellp Groups.

The figure 5.12 reveals that 230 respondents whe \agreed that women of the
study area were interested in Self Help Groups lexmessed different reasons for the
participation of women in SHGs. 113 (49.13%) regjmoris were opted for the
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participation of women in SHGs is to become ecowmaity independent. Further, 70
respondents who constitute 30.43% were opted ®ip#rticipation of women in the field
of SHGs is to support family economy, while 47 @&). respondents were cited other

reasons for the participation of Bodo women in$ef Help Groups.

The next question put forth to the respondents Wasyou think women should be
given economic freedom in the family? The optioovied to the respondents was: a)
Yes, b) No and d) Don’t know. The table no. 5.27 whow us detail response of the
respondents.

Table No. 5.27: Showing response on the need of romic freedom in the family.

Sl. No. Response Received Frequency Percentage
1. Yes 262 87.33%
No 33 11%
3. Don’t know 05 1.67%
Total: —» 300 100

Source: Field Survey.

The data of the table no. 5.27 shows us that mioteorespondents of the study
area are agreed with economic freedom of womerhénfamily. Out of the total 300
respondents 262 respondents which constitute 87.@8@¥% cited that for the overall
development of the society women must be econolyieatpowered. In a traditional Bodo
society women’s access to resources is mostly nsetl due to practice social norms of
patriarchy and this has institutionalized subjettd women in the society as well as in the
family. The actual practice of women empowermeess lvith the economic independence
of women. The economic dependency of women wilucedonly when women will be
given economic freedom in the family. On the otha&nd 33 respondents which about 11%
were not agreed with the economic independenceodbBvomen that should be given in
the family, as socially women have to engage inhibesehold works and primarily they

have to look after their child and thereby empongeconomic freedom in the family may
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hamper their family environment. Moreover, they eveited that economic factors are not
stronger than social factors. But, such attitud#icates contradiction to the provision of
Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action of 199%here conference was noted for
economic independence of the women. Again, 1.67Yad8pondents do not know the
impact of positivity and negativity of economic éadom towards the women in the family.
Hence, the data reveals the clear of the resposdeat women should be given economic

freedom in the family.

The next question put forth to the respondents vizas:you think that lack of
infrastructure facilities are a major problem iretlway of economic development of
women? If yes why? The option provided to the resieats was: a) Lack of Industry, b)
Lack of skill training and c) Others. The table 628 and 5.29 will show the clear picture

of the respondents.

Table No. 5.28: Showing response on the lack of hafstructure facilities as hindrances

of economic development of Bodo women.

Sl. No. Response Received Frequency Percentage
1. Yes 247 82.33%
2. No 46 15.33%
3. Don’t know 07 2.34%
Total: —» 300 100

Source: Field Survey.

The data from the table no. 5.28 reveals that dubot@l 300 respondents 247
respondents who constitute 82.33% were agreedablatof infrastructure facilities is the
main problem for economic empowerment of Bodo warnléns to be mentioned that
infrastructure facilities which includes socialra$tructure and physical infrastructure. The
social infrastructure i.e. education and healthl$® equally important for women but lack
of sufficient education on vocational training okills training obstruct women’s

participation in economic sector. Further, healdrecfacilities to the women are not
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properly accessible for which they faced difficedti while participating in different
economic sectors. On the other, the physical itriragire which includes facilities of
transportation, communication and industry etc, ek of small scale industry and
insufficient resources has discouraged women itigiaeiting economic activities. While
46 (15.33%) respondents were opted for negativporese, as working in all economic
conditions is not favorable for women. Bodo womemprily who looks household works
in the family could not participate in forms of ecmnic activities. Further, gender disparity
and treatment of women with different perspectiv@mlso discourage them; hence, the
lack of infrastructure facilities is not only thactor in the way of economic development of
women. Out of total respondents 7 which about 2.8 do not know about the factors

which lead to the problems in women’s economic tgwaent.

Table No. 5.29: Obstacles in the way of economic\ddopment.

Sl. No. Reasons Frequency Percentage
1. Lack of Industry 81 32.79%
2. Lack of skill training 112 45.35%
3. Others 54 21.86
Total: —» 247 100

Source: Field Survey.

The data reveals that 247 respondents who agre#d lack of infrastructure
facilities are the main problem in the way of Bodomen’s economic development and
they have cited different reasons. Out of that&jpondents who constitute 32.79% were
opted for lack of industry is the major obstacleshie participation of women for economic
development in the study area, on the other 11poresents which about 45.35%
respondents were opted for lack of skill trainighe main problem in the participation of
Bodo women in different economic activities, whilé (21.86%) were cited other reasons
for which women are unable to participate in theriotss activities of economic

development.
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5.5 BODO WOMEN IN POLITICAL DIMENSION

Participation in political process ikey to women empowerment and a means for
realizing the goal of gender equality. No societn @assert or claim its full identity of
development unless women are given equal politpmaiver at all level. It is to be
acknowledged that India’s exclusive patriarchal o@nce failed to provide political
platform to women over the years. Women have tdroahwith patriarchal attitudes while
making political choices and they become just ensimajority. It is really surprising that
having a population of over two million across tigth eastern states of India, the Bodo
community could produce only two women law makerghe state assembly of Assam.
Smt. Pramila Rani Brahma, the present ministeofas welfare department of Assam and
Smt. Kamali Basumatary, MLA were the only Bodo woniegislature even in the 21
century. However, to understand women’s role ird@@olitics related questions have
been asked to the respondents. The first questibtoghe respondents was: Do you think
that Bodo women are conscious about their politicdé in the society? The option
provided to the respondents was: a) Yes, b) Nocarizbn’t know. The table no. 5.30 will

show us clear response of the respondents.

Table No. 5.30: Showing response on political cornieasness.

Sl. No. Received Response Frequency Percentage
1. Yes 235 78.33%
2. No 65 21.67%

3. Don’'t know 0 -
Total: —» 300 100

Source: Field Survey.

The data shows us that out of 300 respondents &3%ondents which constitute
78.33% agreed that women are conscious about thicglorole in the society. They
opined that Bodo women were actively participatagrirdy the time of Bodoland
Movement, as the movement was launched by All Btimlents Union (ABSU) in 1987
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for the separate homeland of the Bodos. Many Bodmen were actively involved during
the movement under the able leadership of late thgeNath Brahma who was a dynamic
leader of Bodos. The formation of women organizahATWWEF presently as ABWWF
has brought consciousness among the women indltegolitics. Since then Bodo women
have been gradually inspired to participate intpsliand also become more conscious in
the field political spheres. On the other, 65 (Z¥%§ respondents were opined that Bodo
women are not conscious about their political inléhe society. They were of the opinion
that women are burdened with managing the respititisk of households and other
familial duties, as their societal structure congzelthem to be limited in the household
works. Women are still made to believe that theimpry concern should be their husband
and children, hence such control and limitationrowemen prevents them from active

participation in politics and thereby they lackditmal consciousness.

The next question put to the respondents was: B@tddo women cast vote during
election? If yes why? The option provided to thspmndents was:- a) To participate in
democracy, b) To choose good representative a@th®rs. Table no. 5.31 will show the

clear picture of the respondents.

Table No. 5.31: Table showing casting of vote durgelection.

Sl. No. Received Response Frequency Percentage
Yes 285 95%
2. No 15 5%
3. Don’t know 0 -
Total: —» 300 100

Source: Field Survey.

The data from the table no. 5.31 reveals that du1808 respondents 285 (95%)
respondents opined that Bodo women were castuib&srduring election. They opined that
casting of vote during election is a civic duty efery citizen of a country. It is to be

mentioned that in the Assam Assembly election held991, the participation of Bodo
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voters was very poor due to disturbed politicalations, as government was unable to find
out political solutions of Bodoland issue. Furthiarge number of Bodo voters abstained
from the exercising of their franchisee in the 19%&embly election too, due to non
fulfillment aspirations and genuine demands ofBlbeo people. However, they opined that
from the later period the Bodo people including veomvere participated in every election
and cast their vote regularly, while 15 respondemit® constitute 5% were opted for
negative response. They opined that in spite oif thating, the representatives of the
constituency could not fulfill their aspirationseeds and development for the people.
Moreover, improper enroliment of voters names i@ toters list also another factor for

which people do not go vote.

Table No. 5.32: Showing reasons for casting of vote

Sl. No. Reason Frequency Percentage
1. To participate in democracy 71 24.91%
2. To choose good representative 183 64.21%
3. Others 31 10.88%
Total: —» 285 100

Source: Field Survey.

The data from the figure no. 5.32 reveals that B&fpondents who opined that
women were cast their vote during election expiksiferent reasons, out of which 71
who constitute 24.91% have expressed the reasordling of vote during election is to
participation in the democratic system of govermanthey opined that since voting is a
civic duty of every individual and it is an integgart of democratic process through which
people can participate in the politics of a counti§3 (64.21%) respondents were opted for
choosing of good representative to hold public ceffi They opined that voting is
constitutional right that every citizen can havand this privilege has been given to every

person to elect good individual who can be the tagérthange in the society, as every
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votes counts and this responsibility lies on everglividual. Further, 31 (10.88%)

respondents were cited other reasons who usualhptigo for vote.

The next question put to the respondents was mglatdo understanding of
participation level of Bodo women in election redliin the study area. The table no. 5.33

will give a clear picture of the respondents.

Table No. 5.33: Table showing Participation of womein election rallies.

Sl. No. Response Received Frequency Percentage
1. Yes 131 43.67%
No 158 52.66%
3. Don’t know 11 3.67%
Total— 300 100

Source: Field Survey.

The data from the table 5.33 reveals that out ef ttital 300 respondents 131
respondents who constitute 43.67% were agreedBthdd women are also participating in
the election rallies. They are of the opinion ttidterent political parties in the region like
BPF (Bodoland Peoples’ Front), UPPL (United Peoplagy-Liberal), Congress and BJP
(Bharatya Janata Party) and others were organizss mally, cycle rally, bike rally etc.
and women are also participated in those ralliesinduelection along with male
counterparts. In an interview on dated 04.01.2Q18p0 AM (Gossaigaon) with Smit.
Hirabai Narzary, former ABWWF leader viewed thatvblvement of Bodo women in the
various meetings, dharna or protest programmesate been seen from the Roman Script
movement of 1974-75 and from Bodoland movement3&71 The formation of women
organization i.e. ABWWF has greatly influenced apation of women in the election
rallies of General Election, State Assembly Electttmd BTC election, but joining in such
programmes, women had to take consent from theardigns and husbands.” 158
respondents who constitute 52.67% were not agrétbdthe participation of Bodo women

in the election rallies in the study area, theynegdi that women in the patriarchal social
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structure do not allow more freedom to them to tiag® and access of interaction in the
public sphere and in the electoral competitionsmast of the women have to bear the
responsibility of household works of their famiWomen'’s participation in the election
rallies as well as in other political programmepeatals on the wish and pleasure of the
male counterparts and they have to take consent fheeir husband or guardian. Such
attitude of the society contradicts the Beijing [Beation and Platform for Action of 1995,
as it has recommended full participation of womerpolicy making institutions like in
political bodies etc. as well as CEDAW ConventidnAaticle 7-9 of Part-Il of women’s
rights of political participation. Moreover, theysa opined that women were facing
difficulties in attending rallies due to their fdral works as well as their ignorance of the
political programmes, while 11 (3.67%) respondemtse do not know participation of
women in the election rallies of their area. Howme\after the formation of BTC in 2003
most of the Bodo women are gradually turning up ased to participate in the election

rallies.

The next question put forth to the respondents Wasthe women of your area are
active member or worker of women wing of any poétiparty? The option provided to the
respondents was:- a) Yes, b) No and c) Don’t knbke table no. 5.34 will show us the

clear picture of the respondents.

Table No. 5.34: Involvement as party worker.

Sl. No. Response Received Frequency Percentage
Yes 112 37.33%
2. No 176 58.67%
Don’t know 12 4%
Total: —» 300 100

Source: Field Survey.

The data reveals that most of the respondents giweea negative response as out of

the total 300 respondents 176 respondents whoittdash8.67% were opted for negative
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response. They are of the opinion that membersifipgay political party were seen mostly
from male and women were not given equal positothe party. Women members in the
primary level, district level and central levelafy political party like BPF, UPPL or others
were dominated mainly the by male counterpartsn@st of the major responsibilities were
given to male which set discrimination on the pafrivomen. Though different political

parties have their own women’s wing but their imashent is very negligible.

On the other hand, 112 respondents which about3%y.®@ere agreed with the
involvement of Bodo women as party worker or memifedifferent political parties like
BPF, UPPL, BJP, Congress and others. They opingdttansition in Bodo politics has
been seen after BTC accord as women are comindgramt their household works and
joined in the different political programmes. In arerview on 17.07.2018, 10.00 AM
(Hatimata, Kokrajhar) with Smt. Pratibha Brahma,nvam activist turn politician who
contested with the ticket of newly formed Unitecoples Party (UPP) in the $4Assam
Legislative Assembly election from @O(okrajhar East (ST) constituency against Pramila
Rani Brahma of BPF viewed that “Women participatias party workers gradually
increasing, as they felt necessary to raise tiggits and privileges and more women need
to participate in Bodo politics by involving thenhges as party membership and to work
for the development of women and community as whdhence, in the present time
women were coming out and joined as the membeh®fwomen’s wing such as Smt.
Jaymati Basumatary, Hirabai Narzary, Munmun BrahiRaphati Brahma and others who
are the active member of Kokrajhar district BPF Véare Wing, while 12 respondents
which constitute 4% do not know about the involvatref women in the women’s wing of

different political parties of the study area.

The next question put forth to the respondents Wasthe women are participating
in the local administrative bodies like VCDC or EBhayat in your area? If no why? The
option provided to the respondents was:- a) Unmughiess in Politics, b) Male domination
and c) Others. The table no. 5.35 and 5.36 willhlgipt the clear picture of the

respondents.



181

Table No. 5.35: Table showing participation of wome in local administrative bodies.

Sl. No. Response Received Frequency Percentage
1. Yes 66 22%
2. No 219 73%
3. Don’t know 15 5%
Total:— 300 100

Source: Field Survey.

The data from the table no. 5.35 reveals that 6paedents which about 22% think
that women are participated in the local administea bodies in Village Council
Development Committee (VCDC), as VCDC is the loadministrative body arranged in
Bodoland Territorial Council. It is a grassrootsrawistrative body in BTAD which is an
alternative body of Village Panchayat. It is to beentioned that in the swearing-in-
ceremony of ¥ Executive Council of BTC which was held in the ®¢ariat field, Bodofa
Nwgwr, Kokrajhar on 19 April, 2015, the Chief Executive Hagrama Mohilaynounced
that women will be inducted as Chairperson and nemin VCDCs in the BTC area.
Hence, it is admirable that Banargaon VCDC, DelamgdCDC and Simbargaon VCDC
under Kokrajhar block have women chairperson aleity 3 to 4 members to the VCDC.
Further, in some VCDCs of the Dotma, Gossaigaon @getitola block have women
chairperson along with general members in the cdteei Moreover, they are of the
opinion that by participating in the local govermher in VCDC, Bodo women are
promoting themselves in the field of political erm@yment and encouraged others to take
part in the decision making process. On the othed219 respondents who constitute 73%
were opted for negative response. They opined pghgtcipation of Bodo women in the
VCDC or in the local government body is undermiresiyvomen were not given due share
in VCDC. They also viewed that the role of VCDQasbring socio-economic development
along with political empowerment at grassroots léenghe BTC region but it lacks equal
representation. Most of the members and chairmamecupied by male counterparts only

where women were discriminated to large extent.|&/hb respondents which about 5%
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have no clue about the participation of women & ltdtal administrative bodHence, the

data shows us th#tere is less involvement Bodo women inhie local self governmen

Table No. 5.36 Reasons for lesparticipation of women in local administrative bodies

Sl. No. Reason Frequency Percentage
1. Unwillingness in politic 57 26.03%
2. Male dominatiol 114 52.05%
3. Others 48 21.92%

Total— 219 100

Source: Field Survey.
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Figure No. 5.13: Bar diagram showingeasons for less participaticof women in local

administrative bodies.

The table no. 5.3@nd Figure no. 5.13 reveals that out of the tol&l &sponden
who were opted for negative response have givdardiit reasons for which there is |
participation of womenn local administrative bodies, as out of 57 (2684)3espondent
were opined that unwillingness in politics is orfettee factor for which w could not see

women representative in local bodieThe 73 and 74 constitutional amendme
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guaranteed the large number of participation of wwnhocal government where 33%
members of the decision making are the women asAptcle 243 D (3) of the
Constitution, even though it is seen that largmiper of women do not take part in the
process. But, it is to be mentioned that in VCDEr¢his no election process like Panchayat
for which the outcome is different. They are of tgnion that disinterested of women in
participation of local self government is the maieason. Further, 114 (52.05%)
respondents expressed that male domination inotted Administrative body is the reason
for which few women are only represented. They egithat male dominated society
would not allow a free run to women local membassthey also opined that in most cases
male members outnumber the women members and teeyoa sensitive to the issue of
gender discrimination which also indicates the atioin of CEDAW Convention of Part-I
of Article 7-9 where it stated equal representationpublic spheres. Hence, male
domination is one of the major factor for which rihas less participation in the local
administrative bodies, while 48 (21.92%) responsiératve cited other reasons for the less

involvement of women in the local administrativediss.

The next question put forth to the respondents vias:you satisfied with the
present number of representatives of Bodo womestate and BTC Politics? If no why?
The option provided to the respondents was: a) rDiscation and Bias, b) Unequal
distribution of ticket and c) Others. The table B&7 and 5.38 will show the clear response

of the respondents.

Table No. 5.37: Showing response on satisfaction ved with the women

representatives.
Sl. No. Response Received Frequency Percentage
1. Yes 87 29%
2. No 204 68%
3. Don't know 09 3%
Total: —» 300 100

Source: Field Survey.
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The data from the table no. 5.37 shows us thatob®B00 total respondents 204
respondents which about 68% were not satisfied withwomen representative of the
present BTC politics as well as with State politidiey opined that Bodo community
could produce only two Bodo women legislature iat&tAssembly of Assam, one is Smt.
Pramila Rani Brahma who representing Kokrajhar €8} constituency and Smt. Kamali
Basumatary who is representing 64 Paneri constiuen Udalguri district which is not
satisfactory to large extent. Again, in the |dStE8TC Legislative Assembly election out of
40 legislative constituencies not a single Bodo w&ons elected from Kokrajhar district or
even from other three more districts, though theeee inspiring women candidate who
contested in the election. They opined that morenaro representative is require in both
State and BTC politics to take part in the decisioaking process. However, the data
shows us that 87 respondents who constitute 29% \agreed and satisfied with the
present representatives of women in the stateauad politics. They are of the opinion that
political consciousness among the Bodo women wastest very late due to long
patriarchal political dominance among the Bodo tpmdi They opined that political space
was not given to the women, as it was only from119$hen Pramila Rani Brahma was
elected as independent candidate backed by ABSlHetdAssam Assembly. It was only
from Bodoland movement that led to the formatiomvofnen organization called ABWWF
under the initiative of ABSU and ABWWF has contiid towards bringing consciousness
in the socio-economic and political fields. Theezgence new Bodo women leaders have
created political space and environment for wonrethe present day politics. Further,
they opined that participation of Bodo women in Bp@litics is also gradually increasing.
Hence, the 29% respondents of the sample uniteeobtudy area were satisfied with the
current position of the women representative inpgbktics, while 9 (3%) respondents have
no clue on the women representation in the StatePalitics.

Table No. 5.38: Reasons for dissatisfaction ovendolevel of women representation.

Sl. No. Reasons Frequency Percentage
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1. Discrimination and Bia 110 53.93%

2. Unequal distribution of ticke 63 30.88%

3. Others 31 15.19%
Total: —» 204 100

Source: Field Survey.
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Figure No. 5.14: Bar Diagram showing reason for dissatisfaction doerlevel of womer

representation.

The frequency tabl5.38 and Figure No. 5.14 reveals tloatt of 204 respondents
who were not satisfied with female representatiothe state and local politics have ci
different reasons, as 11®3.93%6) respondents have opted for discrimination arab
towards women is the reason unequal representation in politics. Further, 62.88%)
respondents have expressed that unequal distnbafiticket during election is the me

reason for less womempresentation iBTC as well as in the State politics. They opil



186

that male candidates were given more preferenae fdraale candidate while distributing
the ticket. It is to be mentioned that women areamy marginalized or discriminated in
terms of seat allotment to contest election bub aghin position and rank of political
parties. Moreover, women of the study area opiret tost of the aspirant women
candidates were denied ticket by their politicatdes during the last BTC election, while
31 (19%) respondents cited others reasonse@asons for dissatisfaction over low level of

women representation in state and local politics.

The next question put forth to the respondents \Rasyou favour more women
representatives in Indian Parliament and State rABBes as well as 33% reservation of
seats for women? If yes why? The option providedthe respondents was:- a) To
participate in the decision making process, b) Taken women politically more
empowered, and c) Others. The table no. 5.39 a#@l\sill highlight the clear picture of

the respondents.

Table No. 5.39: Showing response in favour of womeaeservation in Parliament and

State Assemblies.

Sl. No. Response Received Frequency Percentage
1. Yes 252 84%
2. No 31 10.33%
3. Don’t know 17 5.67%
Total: —» 300 100

Source: Field Survey.

The data reveals us that most of the respondents apted for positive response, as
out of total 300 respondents 252 respondents whtstitote 84% were agreed with
participation of more women representatives aloiith 83% reservation seats for women
in parliament and state assemblies. It is to betiomed that Constitution of India has
guaranteed several rights and privileges to akteis of the country, as the Article 325 and
326 guaranteed political equality, equal right &otigipate in political activity and right to
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vote, respectively, again Article 243 (D) provides the political reservation to women in
every panchayat election (Siddigi & Ranganathard,020But in spite of these provisions
women’s participation is politics not satisfactoas women are not equally represented.
They are of the opinion that women must be treatpdhlly to be politically empowered, so
that they can take part in the decision making bodyork for the greater development of
women in general. On the other, 31 (10.33%) respotsdwere not agreed with 33%
reservation of seats for women and representafiomooe women in national as well as in
state politics. It is also to be mentioned thatliliefor 33% reservation of seats for women
was passed in Rajya Sabha in 2010 but the bilhdidass in the Lok Sabha due to protest
from some political parties, as the bill could hakeen biggest milestone in the
parliamentary practices of Indian politics. Thep@sdents opined that reservation of seats
is not only way to make women politically empowetaat problem is with faulty and
improper execution of government policies and prognes. Moreover, they also viewed
that it is impracticable for a Bodo woman or wonmemgeneral to involve in active politics
due to their social responsibility of household k#oand societal patriarchal structure, as
women have to bear more burden when it comes tmbizg work and family. Lastly, 17
respondents which constitute 5.67% have no ideahenreservation of women and
necessity of more women representatives in theigpaeht as well as in the state
legislature.

Table No. 5.40: Table showing reasons for reservat of seats:

Sl. No. Reason Frequency Percentage
1. To participate in the decision making process 116 46.03%
2. To make women politically more empowergd 105 41.67%
3. Others 31 12.30%
Total: —» 252 100

Source: Field Survey.
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The data from the table no. 5.40 reveals that 2spandents who agreed with the
reservation of women and more women representhtwn cited different reasons in which
116 (46.03%) respondents have opted that the rdasdine reservation of seats in politics
is to make more participation of women in the decisnaking processes. They opined that
through reservation more Bodo women legislature garticipate in the policy making
body of governing institutions and can bring uphéint in the society. Moreover, 105
(41.67%) respondents of the sample units have dptetthe reason of reservation of seats
for women is to make them politically more empovderso that they can be represented
equally with man. They opined that due to lack edervation of seat, representation of
women in the legislative bodies has resulted vesgligible one, while 31 respondents
which about 12.30% were cited other reasons forribed of reservation of seats for

women.

The next question put forth to the respondents Wasyou think that Bodo women
can participate with same force in politics as madenterparts? If no why? The option
provided to the respondents was: a) Strong maleirgomoe, b) Work and Family, c)
Societal and Cultural norms, d) Others. The tabld and 5.42 will show the clear result of

the respondents.

Table No. 5.41: Table showing level of women pariation in politics with male

counterpart.
Sl. No. Response Received Frequency Percentage
1. Yes 115 38.33%
2. No 176 58.67%
3. Don’t know 09 3%
Total: —» 300 100

Source: Field Survey.
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The data from the frequency table shows us that ofdbe respondents have given
negative response. Out of the total 300 respondErss(58.67%) respondents were not
agreed with the capability of Bodo women in pap#tion of politics as male counterparts.
They opined that socially constructed gender inktyuand patriarchal influence in societal
and familial periphery of Bodo society affects asahe organizational workforce of
political context, as women were faced difficultigsile competing with male counterparts.
Moreover, women’s economic dependency and insefiiciinancial capacity hamper their
participation in electoral process, as it is tonfentioned that most of the Bodo women do
not possess sound financial capacity. On the dtard, women are also faces difficulties
while campaigning for election, as they can notickd whole time due to their
involvement in household and community works. Fertlthe political bosses of the party
have doubt on winning capability of women and tleen refused to bear expenditure
incurred during the time of campaigning. This ptemae in the Political party system has
also violated recommendations of Beijing Confereacd Platform for Action of 1995
which political parties need to nominate women odete for election in one third of the
constituencies. The 115 (38.33%) respondents wgreed that Bodo women can also
participate with same force in politics with maleuaterparts. They opined that decision of
the political parties not to allot seats to wometrilauted to lack of wining ability of
women. It is to be mentioned that the wining ratidhe women candidate is significantly
higher that male candidate, as in the last 2014mg¢®rlection women’s success rate was 9
percent compared with 6 percent of male candidBtey are of the opinion that Bodo
women had been integral part of autonomy moventbely are capable of participating
equally as male counterparts in the field of poditiwhile 9 (3%) respondents have no idea

on the participation of women in politics with safoece as male counterparts.

Table No. 5.42: Showing reason for unequal politidgarticipation.

Sl. No. Reason Frequency Percentage

1. Strong male dominance 69 39.20%
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2. Work and Family 44 25%

3. Societal and Cultural norn 36 20.46%

4, Others 27 15.34%
Total: —» 176 100

Source: Field Survey.
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Figure No. 5.15: Bardiagram showingeason for unequal participation in polit

The data from the figure no. 5 shows us that out of 176 respondents who o
for negative responsbave cited various reasons, as 69 (39.20%) resptsdeave
expressed that strong male dominance in the soisigéhe reason for unequal participat
of women in politics and because ofle dominance in the Bodo society, women could
participate equally in the field of political adties. Further, 44 respdents who constitu

25% cited work and family burden is the main fadimr which Bodo women could n
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involved in political spheres as male, moreover, (36.46%) respondents have opted
societal and cultural norms of the Bodos have erfteed feelings of inferiority of women
in social hierarchy. Moreover, 27 (15.34%) respotsiehave cited other reasons for

unequal participation of Bodo women in the politidemension.

The next question put forth to the respondents Wasyou think that Bodo women
should play more active role in political affair§?yes why? The option provided to the
respondents was:- a) To promote gender equblitgpod governance and c) Others. The
table 5.43 and 5.44 will highlight the clear piegwf the respondents.

Table No. 5.43: Table showing necessity of activele to be played by women in

politics.
Sl. No. Response Received Frequency Percentage
1. Yes 264 88%
2. No 31 10.33%
3. Don’t know 05 1.67%
Total: —» 300 100

Source: Field Survey.

The frequency table shows us that most of the redgmds were given positive
response in regard to greater role to be playeth®yBodo women in political affairs. Out
of the total 300 respondents 264 respondents whetitate 88% were agreed that Bodo
women should play more active role in politicalaé$. They viewed that no society can
claim developed unless women are politically empede Bodo women who have
participated in the language movement of 1974 alstively involved in the statehood

movement of 1987 led by ABSU. This has resultedisigy of memorandum of settlement
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on February 20, 1993 where Bodoland Autonomous CGb(@BAC) was created, but this
accord could not fulfill the demands and aspiratioh the Bodo people and again another
Bodo Accord was signed on 10 February, 2003 andoBod Territorial Council (BTC)
was created accordingly where Bodo women haveegsally contributed along with male
in these long struggle. These achievements of Bodmmunity would have been
impossible unless women were involved in it. Theyned that Bodo women need to play
more positive role for the political empowermentBafdo women, also to participate in the
decision making body for governance. While 31 (303 respondents were not agreed
with the active involvement of Bodo women in paidj as they opined that involvement in
political affairs is not only the way of empowernmeather mindset of the society along
with the attitude of the individual towards womehosld also change. It is the
responsibility of male counterpart that women stialso be given individual freedom to
choose according to their needs. Further, it i®© dts be mentioned that traditional
prejudices like women are incapable and inferiorore of the obstacle towards the
empowerment of women in various angles. Lastlye§pondents who constitute 1.67%
have no clue on the involvement of Bodo women ilitipal affairs will make them more

empowered.

Table No. 5.44: Showing reason for the active padipation of women in politics.

Sl. No. Reason Frequency Percentage
1. To promote gender equality 129 48.86%
2. Good governance 81 30.68%

3. Others 54 20.46%
Totak» 264 100

Source: Field Survey.
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Figure No. 5.16: Pie diagram showingeason for the need of active involvement of

women in politics.

The data from the figure no. 5.16 reveals us tb4t ”2spondents who agreed with
the active involvement of women in political acties would lead to empowerment of
women have expressed different important reas@8rdspondents who constitute 48.86%
were opted for promoting of gender equality thropghticipating in the political affairs; as
they opined that gender gap in the political pgrtiton weaken the empowerment of Bodo
women in various angles. Moreover, 81 (30.68%) ordpnts were expressed that the
reason for the involvement of Bodo women in theitpal affairs is to bring good
governance in the public body without gender bidgey also opined that participation of
Bodo women in political processes is important trersggthening democracy and it will
encourage other marginalized Bodo women to be eremmlv While 54 (20.46%)
respondents were cited other reasons for the nkeadtige role to be played by the Bodo

women in political affairs for empowerment.

The next question put forth to the respondents wae: you hopeful with the
activities of Bodo women organizations for the emponent of women? If yes why? The
option provided to the respondents was: a) to raismen’s issues and challenges, b) to
make women politically more empowered, c) to previapportunities for women, d)
Others. Table no. 5.45 and 5.46 will show us tlearcpicture of the respondents.
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Table No. 5.45: Table showing expectation level fro the Bodo women organizations.

Sl. No. Response Received Frequency Percentage
1. Yes 203 67.67%
2. No 87 29%
3. Don’t know 10 3.33%
Total: —» 300 100

Source: Field Survey.

The data from the table reveals that most of tepardents were opted for positive
response, as out of total 300 respondents 203 mdepts which constitute 67.67% have
high expectation from the Bodo women organizatimnshe development of women. They
are of the opinion that it was AATWWEF (All Assamifial Women Welfare Federation)
formed in May,1986 under the initiative of ABSU aRdamila Rani Brahma was became
first President of the organization where AATWWHigember were took active role in
ABSU’s movement for separate statehood of the Bodater in 1993 AATWWF changed
its name to ABWWF (All Bodo Women Welfare Federa)ias most of the members of the
organization were from Bodo community. They opirtkdt formation of ABWWF has
awakened the Bodo women in many aspects of thigr docially, economically and
politically. Further, formation of Bodo Women JestiForum (BWJF) under the leadership
of Anjali Daimary in 1993 has further strengtheridatio women to be more conscious and
aware about their rights and privileges as Bodo ammwere suffered during the conflict
situations and their rights are violated throughowss means and ways in the society. The
respondents opined that they are hopeful with ttiies of Bodo women organization
for the overall development of women. On the otierd, 87 respondents which about 29%
have no expectations with the activities of womegaaizations, as they opined that though
ABWWEF took vital role during statehood movement ABSU which was vigorously
started from 1987, but women'’s organizational mlthe contemporary period is declining.
They viewed that premature death of Upendra NathBia in 1990 was also another

reason, again in the post BAC Accord of 1993 wommémolvement in public and political
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activities is diminishing. Moreovethe activities done by BWJF are also not wic

identified by the Bodo women, as most of the Bodumen were silently complied ai

ceased with political activism and leadership. Hertbe respondents of - sample units

were notoptimistic with the activities done by Bodo womerganizations for the over.

developmentof Bodo wome, while 10 (3.33%) respondents have no clue onrthe

played by the women organizations of Bodos forrteeipowermer activities.

Table No. 5.46 Reason ofexpectation from the organization.

Sl. No. Reason Frequenc Percentage
1. To raise women'’s issues and challen: 65 32.01%
2. To make womelpolitically more empowered 54 26.60%
3. To provide opportunities for wome 48 23.65%
4, Others 36 17.74%

Total: —» 203 100

Source: Field Survey.

32.01%
o (62) 26.60%
35.00% - (-54 23.65%
30.00% - (48)
17.74%
25.00% - (36
20.00% -
15.00% -
10.00% -
5.00% -
0.00% . . . .
To raise women's To make women To provide Others
issues and politically more opportunities for
challenges empowered women

Figure No. 5.17: Bar diagran showing reason for expectation from women

organizations.
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If we analyse the data from figure no. 5.17 it iddent that 65 out of 203
respondents constituting around 32.01% of the mdpats were optimistic with the
activities of Bodo women organization viewed thagyt want women’s organizations to
raise their issues and challenges, as Bodo womeae ¥eeing various atrocities like
molestation, rape, witch hunting, domestic violentafficking and also some evil
practices against women etc. in the society. Aroddd (26.60%) respondents were
expressed that women organization need to playweacble in empowering the Bodo
women in every political activities as well as oc®-economic and cultural spheres of the
society. They wanted women organization to encauragd motivate Bodo women in
participating various economic and political adtes so that they can involve in the
decision and policy making institutions to make vemnmore empowered. Moreover, 48
(23.65%) respondents were expected women orgamizati provide opportunities and
privileges for the Bodo women. They expressed tvatmen were discriminated in
obtaining various facilities of government’s schemaed projects or other beneficiary items
etc. which were not properly distributed in varidesels and they were deprived of it.
They also opined that women organization shouleédigpvernment machinery to provide
better education facilities for girls and other momic faciliies to make women
economically independent and developed. While 3paoedents which constitute around
17.74% were cited other reasons of expectatioms fiee Bodo women organizations for

the overall development of women to a large extent.
5.6 CONCLUSION

Thus, from the above analysis, it isirfd that Bodo women have played a
significant role in the various social and politieapects of the society. Bodo women who
have key role in the society have enormous corttdbs in their social progress. Their
involvement in the social and cultural fabric cam fioticed in their participation in the
social rites and rituals. Though the social strrectof the Bodo society is patriarchal in
nature but their role socio-cultural life of thecedy is also equally important with their
active participation in various fields of the sdgie Moreover, women’s role in economic

and political field is very significant. Traditiola Bodo women have been involved in
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different economic activities which they have atsatributed in their domestic life. On the
other, their participation in political field is alty praiseworthy, as Bodo women were
actively participated in the different phases ofdBomovement which gave them

opportunities to test their leadership capabilitsswell inspired them to take part in the
decision making.
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