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CHAPTER-VI

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS

6.1 INTRODUCTION

The present study shows the different aspects &adacteristics of the Bodo society
which are very significant one. The study also eév¢he role of Bodo women in the social and
political field is really praiseworthy. It is to bmentioned that the Bodo society which is
traditionally patriarchal in nature has some eleimerf matriarchal characteristics. The Bodo
women have occupied important role in the sociaienuc set up of the Bodo society, their
social status is much higher when compared to oth@men of the country. They have
contributed plenty to the growth and developmentheir society, as their contribution to the
family starts right from the childhood. Women atsmtributed in their family economy through
various means and ways like by involving themselaeagricultural activities, domestication of
animals, fishing, handicraft, spinning and weawetg They influenced or played an indirect role
towards the decision making in the family level aisb influenced in the village level decision
making. Further, women’s role in performing religgorites and rituals is also really significant,
as excepGarja pujano religious rites, rituals and festivals can befgrmed in the Bodo society
without their presence. They are expert is weawnrigclothes as most of the domestic
requirements of cloths and others are made fronilyawoms. Similarly women were also
enjoyed equal status in the field of educations/@. However, though the Bodo women enjoy
equal social freedom in the society but there #nergoroblems that women had to face in their

social life.

Moreover, women’s participation in political spheris notably remarkable but their
participation in various political activities seente be different than expected. Their
participation in the long struggle for Bodoland rement embarked upon the cause of the Bodo
community in the late 1980’s, as the movement gugwunder the leadership of All Bodo

Students Union (ABSU) and took a vigorous shap&987 where women of all walks of life
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including minor girls, students and housewives wals® participated in the movement. The
formation of women organization i.e. All Bodo Wom¥relfare Federation (ABWWF) has also
made strong foundation or platform for women totipgrate in various social and other allied
activities and also encouraged them to take actileein the political fields. The most common
role played by the organization is that they stesmxdvomen’s problems either it may be family
or in society. They continued to raise voice adaimgistice done to women community, about
their rights, issues, liberties and crime, explata discrimination and domination over them in
order to save status, dignity, rights and prestifgzomen folk in particular and also the men

folk in general.

In this concluding chapter of the presstntly the major findings have been summarized in
order to see whether the sets of objectives hage behieved and to test the hypotheses and also
to highlight the concluding remarks and suggestitonsnprove the social and political role of

Bodo women of the study area.

6.2 MAJOR FINDINGS OF THE STUDY

The major findings of the study have been highkghn this section.

i) Bodo women, who play important role in the socioremmic and cultural life of the
society, often described equality of social statith men. But the study has found
that the social status of Bodo women is not equahéale, as 54% of the study area
reveals prevalence of unequal social status of woimethe society. They have
admitted that due to patriarchal structure of thelety male enjoy more freedom in
Bodo society. In most cases, they enjoyed highsitipa and status than women like
in social functions and other ceremonies etc. &l has indicates contrary to the
Article 15 of the constitutional provision that pibits discrimination on the grounds
of sex and only 43.6% have acknowledged equal staftwomen with men in the

Bodo society.

i) Educational institutions which is an instrumensotializing and transforming of our

socio-cultural values and norms. But it is foundatttb6.67% were expressed
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insufficient co-educational institutions in the dyuarea. The establishment and
growing up of private educational institutions weset up mostly in the town and
urban areas but not in rural area, as few of gawem and provincialized schools in

rural area are also lacking behind in impartingliggiaducation.

Education which is considered as an important téml social change and

development and hence everyone agreed with imgadirfemale education in the
Bodo society along with male. It was found that 990 thought female education
is eminent for the development of Bodo women arel shciety have expressed
different reasons, as 23.80% thought female edutai eminent to increase literacy
rate of the women, 29.67% who think it is eminenintcrease income potential of the
women, 28.94% thought it is important for self mspand dignity of the women and
17.59% who wanted imparting of female educationVarious reasons. However,
7.33% of them who thought of giving better eduaafiacility to male child than girl

which is lead to the violation of Article 26 of tldDHR and Part-111 of Article 10-14

of CEDAW Convention where it has advocated for &g women education.

Religion which is a complex phenomena and such rebeaefinition also can not
cover all aspects of religion but religion has griegpact in each and every society.
The religion in Bodo society has played importasierin the formulation of their
social pattern, status, economy, mode of living amy of thinking etc. and 75%
respondents revealed that there is no religiouseawativeness of women in the
regard to the participation of Bodo women in vasi@ocial activities, as women have
key role in performing religious ceremonies in foeiety, but 21.33% were admitted
religious conservativeness or restriction of worirethe society, as women were not
allowed to enter in thé&arjasali or altar place duringsarja Puja and this has
indicated one of the patriarchal dominance in tbedsociety and that has proved to
the contrary of right to freedom of thought, coescie and religion as per Article 18
of UDHR.

Traditionally Bodo people used to give some predém or gifts or cash money to

their daughters during marriage but not as a deniard the groom family. The
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study reveals that 65% thought giving cash or ddtthe bridegroom is not justified
by citing various reasons as this has lead to tiwlaof Dowry Prohibition Act of

1961. Around 31.28% expressed giving cash or githé bride affect weak economic
family background, 28.72% thought this will leadttee loss of self esteem to the
women, 26.67% who thought it will promote domestiolence and crime and

13.33% thinks that it is not justified for varioresasons.

The present study reveals that there is an ocawgref male domination in the
domestic affairs of Bodo society. Around 59% whanéted male dominance in most
of the domestic matters, reveals male suprematiyeirBodo family. Because in the
patriarchal society, male become the guardian effdamily and being a head of the
family male had to decide on the matters arising oluthe family. But such
patriarchal attitude of the society leads to violaiof women’s dignity and rights as a
human being and according to the Articled 1 & 2tleé Universal Declaration of
Human Rights of 1948. However, around 38.67%hefdtudy area expressed equal
treatment for both men and women in the Bodo spca in every domestic matter
women were given importance and they are also ¢@asuwWomen had considerable
authority in certain social and domestic mattershey played an indirect role in

decision making of a family or at the village lewrethe Bodo society.

The study finds out diverse opinion on the practitevitch hunting in Bodo society.
Around 56% of the study area does not agree withighue of witch practices that
women are only became victim of witch hunting ie gociety. The belief of witches
which is a grave evil in the society but the prang of witchcraft or so called
unapproved form of black magic believe to be prhedain the Bodo society even
today which lead to killing of innocent people. Theperstitious belief oDaina
(male witch) andDainy (female witch) is still heard in the Bodo socieByt, in such

a blind faith or superstitious belief both male dethale had to become victim of
witch hunting. It is found that 31% who thought wemmwere mostly become victim
in witch hunting cases has expressed differentoregasas they think due to problem

illiteracy in the society women were mostly becopney in the witch hunting cases.



viii)

202

This problems indicates that the witch hunting saselates the provision for
protection of women’s rights laid down by Elimir@ti of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women, 1979 (CEDAW), as fexample it violates the
Elimination of discrimination in areas of economaied social life between men and
women and accord to women equality with men befloeclaw and in civil matters.
Moreover, it is also reveal that women become seffan most of the witch hunting
cases due to male domination in the society, as emoare found to be easily
targeted, while it has also been cited that thezeother reasons for which women are

mostly become victim of witch hunting.

The study further reveals that most of the Bodo ewomre not economically self
dependent. It is found that 65.33% who thought womere not economically self
dependent and they are dependent on their maletazpant. They expressed that
traditionally there is a belief that men are thedadr earners of the family for which
naturally they becomes dependent on their male teguart. While 34.67% thinks
that Bodo women are economically independent, escitly or indirectly they are

contributing in the family economy. They are alsgualy involving with male

counterparts in all agricultural and other alli@tiaties attached to the family.

The study reveals that Bodo women do not get eghate while implementing
governmental beneficiary schemes or projects. fibusd that 64.33% have no access
in getting governmental schemes from Central, Stéaig BTC government. They
expressed that women were discriminated whileidiging beneficiary schemes and
male took most of the advantages from it. Furtlleey also reveal existence of
favoritism and partiality. Only 34% acknowledgedatthwomen are also enjoying
equal share in governmental schemes, while 1.67% blie on the governmental
schemes.

In the present study, it is found that women weregiven equal wages as men do. It
is only 27.67% who thinks women were getting equafjes as male counterpart.

But, it is the 70.33% who reveals that women weyeabtained equal pay for equal
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work which also indicates violation of constitutanights of women as per Article
39 (d) where state has to ensure equal pay forl egqu to both men and women.
They have acknowledged different reasons for gewdge gap in the labour work,
as 38.39% thinks that because of male dominandhfferent sectors women were
not given equal due, again 31.75% admitted disoation and bias towards women,
while 29.86% who expresses other reasons for dapsivof women in getting equal

wages as male do in the labour work.

The study also reveals that the employment level Boido women in the

governmental job is lower than male counterparauid 59.33% reveals that women
were not getting equal opportunities in governmigjotas, as they felt discriminated
on the grounds of gender and admitted favoritisapotism and partiality at the time
of appointment and this prevalence also provedvibktion of Article 16 of the

Indian Constitutions where states have to provigieak opportunities in matters of
State services and others. While 37% acknowledgadldevel of employment in the
jobs etc., as most of the grade-iii and grade-tegaries of employees of the BTC

secretariat are the women.

It is found that some of Bodo women were also iagdl in the business
establishment. But, the study reveals 54.67% wlboaght most of the women were
not engaged in the business activities, as thgyorekheir male counterparts and they
have to shoulder the responsibility of househotd/aies. Around 43% who admitted
Bodo women are also involved in business activéi®vendors, entrepreneurs, some
of them as contractors and policy agents etc. Mbshe Bodo women preferred
business profession in weaving sector, some of tienegetable vendors and few of

them chooses other business activities.

Bodo women traditionally who were involved in therisulture activities produced
themselves different types of cloths for domeste,however, 51.33% of the study
area reveals that most of Bodo women presentlyimailving in the sericulture
activities due to inadequate commercialization &k of weaving industry and

scientific tools and technical know-how. Only 4B/ admitted that Bodo women
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are involving in the sericulture activities, as Bodomen were expert in weaving.
They weavéendi ji’ or‘eri’ cloths in their family looms during cold seasortsch is

popular in Bodo society, sometimes & silkworm and their cocoons are sold in
the market for the livelihood, but these are mosgtlgduced by the Bodo women

living in the rural area.

The study further reveals that most of the Bodo wonin the study area are
interested in Self Help Groups (SHGs). Only 19.38%te reveals disinterestedness
of women in the field of SHGs willingly or unwillgly. Around 76.67% who reveals
of participating of Bodo women in SHGs have expgsssrious reasons, as 49.13%
who felt participation in SHGs is to become ecormindependent, again 30.43%
expressed to support family income, while 20.44%p whed other reasons for the

participation of Bodo women in Self Help Groups.

In the study participation of Bodo women in theingtsystem is also found high.
Around 95% of the study area admitted casting bgt¢he Bodo women during the
election, as it is the civic duty of every citizeh the country where people can
directly participate in democracy in choosing gooepresentative for their

constituency. While 5% abstained from voting fdrestreasons.

Participation of Bodo women in the election ralythe study area is also found little
satisfactory but not much higher than expected uAdo52.66% were not convinced
about women'’s active participation in the electi@ilies, as because of societal
patriarchal structure, women have limited freedoml #hey were not allowed to
access of political activities by their husbandd #ris has violated the Article 21 of
UDHR from taking part of country’s political affair Moreover, they have to take
consent from their guardians while participatingdifferent activities of the society
as well. However, 43.67% reveals that participabbrBodo women in the election
rallies organized by different political parties time area, as it has been witnessed
involvement of Bodo women in the different politicactivities from period of
Bodoland movement. But the study found that mosthef Bodo women are not

involve in election rallies.
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The present study also reveals less participatibrBado women in the local
administrative bodies. The local administrative Yodlke Village Council
Development Committee (VCDC) which was arrangedhi@ Council area or in
BTAD in place of Panchayat system has very nedkgiumber of women members.
It is found that only 22% of the study area admitparticipation of women in the
body, as women were inducted as chairperson in sé@BCs like Banargaon
VCDC, Simbargaon VCDC, Debargaon VCDC along wito34 members in the
body under Kokrajhar block. But, 73% who acknowkdigthat there is less
participation of women has expressed various regsas around 52.05% reveals
male domination in choosing of membership wheradks equal representation in
the body, further, 26.03% reveals unwillingnessvomen in politics is the reason for
less participation, while it is also found that22% who expressed other reasons for

women’s less participation in the local administ@bodies.

It is found that most of the people in the studgaaare not satisfied with the present
number of women representatives in the State and Bdlitics. Only 29% who felt
satisfaction with the present number of women gm&ative, as Bodo community
could produced two women legislatures in the Stagembly namely Smt. Pramila
Rani Brahma, Present Minister and Smt. Kamali Bagany, MLA and earlier Smt.
Jamuna Brahma as Governor's nominee in the BTC mislse It is found that
political consciousness among the Bodo women alatsedue to long patriarchal
dominance. However, around 68% of the study ar&atifat more Bodo women
representative is require in both state and BT@ip®lto take part equally with male
in the decision making processes. They felt distatiion over level of women
representation by citing various reasons, as 53.88%esses discrimination and bias
towards women, moreover, 30.88% felt unequal digoation of ticket during
election and giving more preference to male cartdjdahile 15.19% of the study
area expresses other reasons for unequal représerdbwomen in BTC as well as

State politics.
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The present study throws us light for need of wormeservation of seats in
Parliament and State Assemblies. It is found tH&b6 8vho felt necessary to reserve
33% seats for women in the parliament as well dkerstate assembly, where Article
243 (D) of the Indian constitution guaranteed paditreservation for women in every
panchayat election. Around 46.03% of the study #reks that reservation of seat is
necessary for women to participate in the decismaking processes, again 41.67%
who thinks such law is require to make women pity more empowered, while
12.30% of them want reservation of seats for wofoenther reasons.

Moreover, as emphasized at the World Conferemcé@Vomen at Beijing in
1995 in the ‘Platform for Action’ a law should beasted by making mandatory for
every recognized political parties to nominate wormsandidates for election in one
third of the constituencies. In this regard, El@ectiCommission of India needs to
frame serious measure to ensure political partigsfiresent good number of women

candidates especially for SCs and STs Communities.

The study also reveals strong male dominance irfighe of politics. It is found that

58.67% who thought women participation is less wolitigs at par with male

counterpart. The socially constructed gender inguand patriarchal influence in
societal and familial periphery effects acrossdrganizational workforce of political
context which has dominated women’s participationpolitics. This has violated
rights of Bodo women'’s patrticipation in country'sliical affairs as per Article 21 of
UDHR. Moreover, 25% who thinks that work and fanburden is the hindrances of
women’ participation in politics, on the other 2824 who felt that societal and
cultural norms of the Bodos have influenced womenteriority in the social

hierarchy, while 15.34% of them expressed othesaedor which Bodo women can

not participate with same force in politics as n@enterpart.

The present study also reveals need for activeadiggpation of Bodo women in
politics for greater development of Bodo womernisiteveals that 88% of the study
area wants Bodo women to be actively participategalitical affairs for the overall

development of Bodo society in general and womepairticular. The Bodo women
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who have patrticipated in various Bodo movemente ldlnguage movement and
autonomy movement etc. have enormous contributionthie field of politics.
Moreover, Bodo women have to play more pro actole to empower themselves in
different social life. The study also finds somasens for active role to be played by
the Bodo women in politics, as 48.86% who wantgpromote gender equality in
politics as well as in the society through theitiae involvement, on the other
30.68% who felt that the reason for active involeamof Bodo women in political
affairs is to bring good governance in public bedthout gender bias, while 20.46%

expresses other reasons.

Lastly, the study throws us light about the exp#mtalevel from Bodo women
organizations for the development of Bodo womene $tudy reveals most of the
people have high expectations from the women orgdions. It is found in the study
that 67.67% were hopeful with activities of Bodo men organizations, as after
formation of ABWWEF in 1986, there has been witndsseseveral transition in the
mindset of Bodo women which has brought more canstiess among them. The
ABWWF has awakened the Bodo women in many aspédctheair life socially,
culturally, economically and politically. On the het, another Bodo women
organization called Bodo Women Justice Forum (BWhHS) also strengthened Bodo
women to be more conscious and aware about thésragid privileges of women.
The study further reveals some reasons for the ctafien from the women
organization, as around 32.01% expected women @a&n to raise women’'s
issues and challenges, again 26.60% were hopefuhi@®@ women more empowered
in various angles, moreover, 23.65% expected womeganization to provide
opportunities and privileges for the Bodo womenilevth7.74% were expressed other
reasons of expectations from the women organizafionthe overall development of

Bodo women to a large extent.
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6.3 ACHIEVMENT OF OBJECTIVES

The research is being carried out by the reseatohachieve certain targeted objectives

in mind. The major findings in this research aslyed and narrated above have facilitated the

researcher to fulfill the targeted sets of objexgias follows:

Vi)

Constitutional provisions guaranteed for womenghts and privileges have
also been highlighted in this study.

Status and positions of Indian women in variouseatsphas been narrated
thoroughly.

The traditional socio-cultural system of the Bodaisty has been enumerated
in this study along with the role of Bodo womervarious social and cultural
aspects.

The socio-economic role of Bodo women in the Bodoiety of the study
area has also been explored.

The role and patrticipation of Bodo women in thédfief Political system has
also been studied accordingly.

Organizational role of Bodo women and their adegt towards the

empowerment of women has also been studied.

6.4 TESTING OF HYPOTHESIS

In order to pin point present research in the rigitection two hypotheses was

formulated. The findings of the research study hbgen verified and compared to test the

validity of the drawn hypotheses. It is found ttieg findings of the study have proved to be true

and found to be valid as understood from the folhgapoints.

Hypothesis-I

“Social Patriarchal structure of the Bodo societstricted women’s participation

in social and political activities”
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The present findings of the study clearly indidhte social patriarchal structure of

the Bodo society constrained towards women’s ppdimn in various social and political

activities in the study area which includes:

)] Bodo women who played important role in the Bodaoiety but their societal
patriarchal structure of the society have made wosngeedom limited to some
aspects.

i) Though Bodo women enjoyed equal respect in diffestial functions and
ceremonies in the society but the status of malateopart is higher than female.

iii) Women who look after most of the household acesitand familial works in the
Bodo family but male become head of the family wdomtrolled most of the
planning and decision of the family.

iv) Existence of male dominance in the domestic affafr8odo society has found
prevalent.

V) Women become dependent on their husband or gudardesonomic aspects.

Vi) Women'’s access to economic activities is very kahiis they can not involve in
some other activities unless permitted by theirentalunterparts.

vii) Bodo women though politically conscious but theartgipation in the political
field are limited as their consent is relying oritlguardian.

viii)  Though Bodo women have been involving in the déifier phases of Bodo
movement but patriarchal attitude of the societyldanot recognize their inner
strength properly.

iX) Discrimination and dominance against women in jpalitactivities is prevalent in
one form or the other in the study area.

X) Strong male dominance in the field of political ieities is the hindrances of
women’s participation in the Bodo politics.

Hypothesis —II

“The Social and Political Role of Bodo Women ire tkokrajhar District area is

not satisfactory”.
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The study has also indicated the reality of theosddhypothesis as the findings of the
research reveals that women’s role in social anldigad aspects are not satisfactory. In the
patriarchal social structure of the Bodo socieguih women played a significant role in their
socio-economic life, moreover they also enjoy eduaédom and respect in performing their
duties, but even though their status is not equahén. The findings of the study indicates that
54% of them admitted women’s status is not equahénm, as male enjoyed more freedom and
higher status than women in the Bodo society. Of#y/6% who thought the social position and
status is satisfactory and equal to men, as Bodoemdbears most of social and cultural role in
the Bodo society and look after household actizia®dng with familial works. Further, without
women’s presence some rites and rituals of the Bmmdety also can not be performed, even
though their social role and responsibility has beén properly recognized due to patriarchal
attitude of the Bodo society which are proved tabsatisfactory.

Moreover, the study also indicated that women'® ol economic activities is found
unsatisfactory as most Bodo women are not econdisnisalf dependent. The findings of the
study indicate that 65.33% of them acknowledged thamen involvement in economic

activities is very negligible.

Further, the study indicates that participatiorBotlo women is political activities is not
satisfactory. It is found that 58.67% of them adeditunequal participation of Bodo women in
political spheres. The study also reveals thatghdgsiodo women played significant role during
Bodoland movement but their involvement in activadities is found negligible compared to
male counterpart. It is mentioned that socially starcted gender inequality and patriarchal
influence in societal and familial periphery of Bodociety affects across the organizational
workforce of political context in the study area fehich Bodo women were faced difficulties

while competing with male counterparts.

Thus, the second hypothesis is also valid and &edédp be true as the findings indicates

that social and political role of Bodo women is satisfactory in the study area as expected.
6.5 SUGGESTIONS

The research highlighted the constitutional pravisi along with various laws and

conventions relating to women'’s rights and privdegThe present study has also explored the
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social customs and traditional practices of Boddedy. The study has investigated thoroughly
the social and political role of Bodo women thag@lent in the Kokrajhar district of BTAD,
Assam, India. The research has also presents asatys the various aspects of social and
political activities of Bodo women in their societyjong with economic activities. Considering
the major findings of the present research studyfallowing suggestions and recommendations
are made for the development as well as empowernfeBbdo women in various social and

political aspects.

i) Women play a major role in development of societyusher in peace and
prosperity. In a society where women are educdtedas reflected growth of
human development index with positive indicationor®bver, Article 14 of the
Indian Constitution states that State shall notydenany person equality before
the law and Article 15 prohibits discrimination tre grounds of religion, race,
caste, sex or place of birth. So, every woman shbale the right to avail the
socio-political and economic rights for their emgoment in true sense of the

term.

i) Bodo women who play important role in the sociokadl spheres of Bodo
society needs to recognize their importance anuifgignce without whom most

of rites and rituals can not be performed in the®society.

iii) Indian society more or less has always been aapelial society and in a
patriarchal society the male dominations prevaiisl @and unless stringent Govt.
policies are coming in force. So, proper Governrsgmlicies and Acts can only
prove fruitful in the path of women empowermenganeral and Bodo women in
particular. In this regard, the Government concersieould organize awareness
programmes through NGOs and other agencies reggRIlights and Privileges,
laws, Acts, Regulations etc. provided by UDHR, CBMAand by the Indian
Constitution, so that Bodo women can also be ppdied in each every aspects
of their life.
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Inclination of Bodo women towards educating theweslis very important to be
empowered in different social and political aspewtd to achieve their right to

education as per provision maintained in Articleo2éhe UDHR.

There are some remote and most neglected areae \gheernance have hardly
reached there to open the eyes of the populatioutatheir development and
empowerment, so facilitating female education eqoahale in such areas will

be encouraging for the development of the society.

People are to be conscious to promote welfare efntlarginalized women in
general and Bodo women in particular. Gender gap discrimination towards
the development of women should be eradicatedhiashfis led to violation of
constitutional rights of women as per Article 39, (here state has to ensure

equal pay for equal work to both men and women.

Another important aspect for the development of woms involvement in
different economic activities. Women should be giveeonomic freedom in the
family, so that they can become economically seffethdent and Bodo women
can achieve economic rights in the society and guweotisions are also provided
in the CEDAW Convention in Part-11l of Article 1041of the Convention.

Women Self Help Groups should have the role ofnigkinitiative of doing

different ventures in the field of weaving, embemdg, tailoring, marketing,
piggery and poultry farming by involving large nuentof women of younger age
through which the work culture may be brought withhe preview of Bodo
women which may ultimately leads towards the ecdnoskevelopment of the

Bodo women.

In addition to the participation of Bodo women iHSs, some more literate and
courageous women should come forward to reachheuyaung women from the
villages with their political capacities so as t@aka them interested in knowing

the outside world. Most commonly the Bodo womeithef study area unaware of
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any kind of political domain and government polici&o, proper representation
of women in local administrative bodies as wellimsegional politics can lead
government to frame the policies beneficial to W@men in general and Bodo

women in particular.

The very important institutional mechanism to mpkétical empowerment is the
reservation for seats for them. The“78mendment to the Constitution (1992)
though made provision for 33% reservation of sdatswomen in the local
government, but their level of representation ia tentral and state legislature is
very negligible. Women in the study area contintede underrepresented and
their participation needs to be taken consideratiothe political processes, as
ensuring women'’s representation as legislaturéisarocal, regional and national
level government through reservation of certairisskas become needs of the day
for political empowerment of Bodo women as welljethwill fulfill the platform

for action of Beijing Conference of 1995.

Another aspect in the present politics is involvatmef money during election
which plays an important role. Most of the aspinmgmen candidate particularly
Bodo women of the study area unable enter in thet@lal politics of BTC as
well as in State politics due lack of fund and monkherefore, it is require to be
developed or may create trust funds for women lirp@litical parties’ level, as
women candidate faced lots of obstacles than malmterpart in the form of

rising funds for political campaigning.

The role of civil society and other voluntary orgaations can never be ignored in
creating political aptitude and awareness amongmbraen in general and Bodo
women in particular. These organizations may createenvironment for the
implementation of Government policies and prograsimgarranging training on

political activities, publicity of informations raling to politics so on and so forth.

The Bodo women organization especially All Bodo WaonmWelfare Federation
(ABWWF) and Bodo Women Justice Forum (BWJF) haveagrole to make
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aware of Bodo women from marginalized section dsd &om grass-root level
for their emancipation, sensitizing women of vimat of human rights,

advocating them about Acts & Laws enacted for theifare, sound governance,
women education & empowerment, need for women @pdiion in decision

making, eradicating social evils prevalent in stciend for all round

development.

In the present day, it is has been also witnesthldics has been criminalized to
a large extent for which women lacks political apte. To create an environment
for proper aptitude in them and revitalize theitlifahonesty and morality in the

socio-political field needs to be rejuvenated.

NERSWN (North East Research & Social Work Netwogkian NGO which is
actively working in the rural level of fourth disits of Bodoland Territorial
Council, Assam, in the area of Health, EducatiolonWn Empowerment etc. has
also under taken some projects pertaining to ecanempowerment of women.
The Aijw Palangi Afad(Women Vendors Association) was the initiatives of
NERSWN for the economic empowerment and livelihebdvomen. So, more
collaborative engagement between Government and -Gdsernmental
Organizations (NGOs) in the field of Health, Edumat economic will be

encouraging one for women emancipation.

NEDAN Foundation a Non-Governmental Organizatio®®) has been working
on the protection of human rights violations, womamd child trafficking,

rescuing women and girls being lured, re-integmatime survivors with families
and creating alternative livelihood. They givdrinag on livelihood creation and
social entrepreneurship for poor and vulnerable wrto empower and self-
earner to fulfill her family needs and livelihooHence, such noble initiatives
undertaken by the NEDAN Foundation should reaghotmr and vulnerable Bodo
women in the Kokrajhar district to make economicatidependent and socially

empowered.
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People are to be conscious enough regarding the &lgolicies, rules &
Regulations (Acts) framed by the Government fordbeelopment of women so
as to get these are implemented or executed pyodgodo women especially
from the rural areas should come out from theitatson or with their domestic
works for getting quality and higher education. TN&Os should take the
initiatives to make the women aware of the existfagilities under various
policies, rules, Acts etc. framed by the respeaj@eernments. Moreover, NGOs
should take initiative to give micro finance to theor and vulnerable women to

start their earnings.

Mere planning and framing of different policies &hemes do not serve the
purpose until and unless these are executed pyoj@] Government both Centre
and the State and particularly the present BTC @Gowent should take care of or
look after whether such policies and schemes haee bmplemented properly or

not by various concerned departments.

Bodo women should come forward to play active tojeparticipating in policy
and decision making process of State politics inegal and particularly to the
local government of BTC politics to highlight nuroes women issues pertaining
to women & social justice, women & education, wom&rhealth, women &
economic empowerment, women & infrastructure, wordemgender equality,

women and peace etc.

Lastly, target for 100% literacy rate for women dadtheir active participation
in socio-political and economic activities in thecety should be the objective of
government in ruling dispensation. More number ofstitutions and
infrastructures for women studies & developmenspectives should be included

in government policies.
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6.6 LIMITATION OF THE STUDY AND SCOPE FOR FURTHER RESEARCH

The present research study titled “Social and iéaliRole of Bodo Women: A Study of
Kokrajhar District, BTAD, Assam” has been done kagpin mind the participation of Bodo
women in socio-cultural, economic and politicaliates of Bodo society in the Kokrajhar
District of Bodoland Territorial Area Districts. M@ver, the study is limited to only Kokrajhar
district of the Council covering four blocks name§okrajhar Block, Dotma Block, Gossaigaon
Block, Debitola Block of Kokrajhar district. Furthethe study has been considered only Bodo
women of Kokrajhar district as sampling populatishereas there are also other Bodo women
who lives in three more districts in Bodoland Temial Council and also in different parts of
Assam for which it is equally important to studyeithrole in social and political aspects.
Moreover, there are also other women who belonglifierent communities in the district.
Therefore, it may not be appropriate to generdhzeresult of the study in the whole of BTAD

region.

The nature and complexities of Bodo women in pigditing social and political activities
can be explored more in numerous ways to strengtianinvolvement in different aspects of
social life. The further study on micro areas Ikgucational rights of women, domestic violence
against women, role of women in conflict situati@msl others can be explored more deeply. In-
depth research on policy framework addressing tom&ds rights and privileges can also be
explored.

6.7 CONCLUSION

The study explored different nature and charadtesiof the Bodo society. The Bodo
women who play significant role in various socialdapolitical activities have enormous
contributions towards building and development ofiB society. Their involvement in various
social and cultural activities like performing @bus rites and rituals and others is really
undeniable though the study reveals different mnoisl and prospects of Bodo women in their
society. Moreover, their contribution in varioususehold activities and familial economy is
convincingly praiseworthy to a great extent. Fertht is to be mentioned that in the traditional

Bodo society the status of women varies from petsoperson, as an expert in maintaining
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familial and domestic affairs is regarded as a goother or good daughter or good daughter in

law etc.

Again, their involvement in various economic adtes is really significant though the
study reveals inadequate participation of wometlhéeconomic activities and their contribution
in the familial economy in one form or the otheng#t be denied. Leaving aside ploughing,
they worked in the field of agriculture and othéred activities. They also produce varieties of
traditional cloths and dresses in their family Ioamd sometimes they also sold it in the market
for their economic needs. They also help their Fareconomy by piggery farming, poultry
farming and animal husbandry etc. Moreover, womeals in performing religious rites and
rituals is really inevitable. During worship d¢therai or Kherai Puja,a female priest called
Dhoudiniplay a key role without whom th€herai Pujaor ceremony can not performed. But the
practice of patriarchal system in the Bodo society dominated women in participating various
aspects of their social life and they are bounkietep themselves within the household activities
and confined to their familial works. Such patrfaat attitude in the society has made them
germinated in their mind and aptitude which areirsgiadhe Constitutional and Legal Rights of
Bodo women as well as against the conditions pissgrby the UDHR and CEDAW

Conventions.

However, in the present day society, the Bodo womiba were educated and become
conscious about their rights and privileges hauwtigipated in social and political activities as
well and they also enjoy social and political rigland status along with men. Women also now
become members of different political parties amcia organization and ventures themselves in
various activities of it. They are holding respbéttaand prestigious positions in different
educational institutions and in other institutia@swell as in government and semi government
offices. Now-a-days they are also taking part mdgames and sports activities, cultural activities
like dance, music etc. and created themselves rilieo@ment of respectable positions in the

society.

The constant mobility in Bodo society has accepibedneed for change in the society to
deal with different aspects of social life. It da@ mentioned that Bodos have gradually felt the
need for change in their society and after the easment of BTC accord developmental

activities in socio-economic and political spheseems to be improving. The awareness as well
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as consciousness for rights and privileges in Hreus aspects of social life has been increasing
among the Bodos in general and women in particlence, the need for active involvement of
Bodo women in different socio-cultural, economiad goolitical activities will lead to more
empowerment of women and greater development obBodiety. Moreover, in the present day
society more number of women participation in paditvould show that more number of human
beings are making progress towards a more humamiel.w®o, it can be concluded that no
society can claim to be developed unless womeneargowered socially, economically and
politically.




