CHAPTER V

USE AND FUNCTIONS OF VERBAL SUFFIXES OF BODO AND HAJONG

NEGATIVE SUFFIX OF BODO AND HAJONG:

Negative suffix: Negation is a part of Mbology. In Bodo, a negative verb
form by adding a prefix or a suffix. The negats@ffixes are/-afhi/,/-lal"/-lia/,/-

akhwi/ and /-akiswi/. On the otherhand Hajong negative suffix axe/fnai/.

/-al: The /-a/ is a negative suffix. Tha/ can be added to all regular and

Irregular verbs. /a/ has three allomorphs, namalyl4a/and/eua/.

/-al suffix with irregular verb form-

Bodo:

(1) /an-ha galn pui-a/

1sg-poss tomorrow come-neg.

‘I shall not come tomorrow’

(i) /be kamani-kwu a; maoja-mun/

3sg. work acc. l.sg. doneg. Pst.

‘Il do not want to do this work’

(i)  /be-badi  bynai-a gaham mea/

3sg-like speak-nom. dooight-neg,

‘This way of speaking is moinod’
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Hajong:

/-na/ suffix with irregular verb form

0] leda kam @ moi kur-bo asai/
3sg. work-acc 1sg. do- pst-neg.
‘| do not want do this work’

(i)  /edn kota kowala Bala nahai/
3 sg. speak -nom. good -neg

‘This way of speak is not good

In Bodo, the above example (ii) though shéix/-mwn/ is a past tense marker

but here it is used as continuous time context.eg

[-a/suffix with regular verb:

Bodo:

(1) /gi  -si solai -a wzay jum-a/

wet —nom. matches nom. good burn-neg.

‘Wet matches does not burn well.’

(i) /an bi-kwu  gija/

1sg 3sg-acc  afraid-neg

‘Il am not afraid of it’
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(i)  /an lama naija/

1sg. way see-neg.

‘l don't see a road’

(iv) /an  maozi-kwiu buja/

1sg. cat-acc. beat-neg.

‘| do not beat a cat’

/-na/ suffix with regular verb

Hajong:

0] /bhija mes o balake julawa napai/
Wet-nom.matches nom. good burn -neg
‘Wet matches does not burn well’

(i) /moge ed boinalage/

1sg. 3sg. afraid —neg

‘I am not afraid of it’

(@ii)  /moi rasta nai dekkey/
1sg. way neg -see
‘I don't see a road’

(iv)  /moi beli rage ri kubai/

1sg. cat acc. neg. beat

‘I did not beat a cat’
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In the above examples, the negative suffixja,{aa) is used to indicate

simple sentence in indefinite action. It may beast, present, of future
i)
Bodo:
(1) /nan-wi muwa-kwiu gar-aun/
needwi thing -acc avoid-cont.
‘Throwing unneed things’
(i) /lan  newi-lai biju tay-bai/
1sg. wait-neg-IMP 3sg-nom. go-IPA
(I did not wait so he went)
(i) /e jawwi-lai bijw ja-bai/
1sg. eat-neg-IMP 3SG-nom eat-IPA
(I did not eat so he ate)
(iv)  /rum-jui  mansi-kwu manu mao-hu-dum/
Know-neg. man-acc why do-caus-cont.

(Why are you making man to work who does not knowork)

149



/-naif/

Hajong:

0] /moi rai trame oi  dse-gv/
1sg. neg.wait 3sg. go IPA
‘| did not wait so he went’

(i) /moi i khai odai 0i khase/

1sg. neg. eat  3sg. nom. eat-IPA

‘l did not eat so he ate’

Bodo:

[-akruuif:

0] or-a kam-akui/

fire-nom. burn-neg.

(Fire is not burning)

(i) swimaja horao wm-aktwi

dog-nom. night burk-neg.

‘The dog is not barking at the night’)

(i) /bilw-ni  dui-a lohui-waki/

lake -CG water-nom. flowing —neg.

‘The water at lake is not flowing’
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/nai/

Hajong:

(1) /pas-ra rui jole/

fire nom.  not burning

‘Fire is not burning’

(i) /kukul ra  rati ni  nai bhuki/
Dog-nom. night neg. burking
‘The dog is not barking at the night’
(i)  /gang -pni-ra i baha/
Lake water nom. neg.-neg.

‘The water at lake is not flowing’

lakfisui/- The /akisw/i is a negative suffix. Both /akii/ and /akiswi/ can be

interchange but they are a bit different.

Bodo:

0] /an poraisali-ar  taj-akhiswi/

1SG school- loc  go-NEG

‘I have not gone to school’
(i) bida-pwr-a dakar no-pur-kwiu luwa-akiswi
brother -PL- NOM yet house-PL-ACC GE

(The elder brother did not build house)
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[-nai/

Hajong:

(1) /moi school ni jai/

1sg. School neg. go

‘I have not gone to school’

(i) /dada—gila-oi gor mai banaif

brother PL- nom house neg.build

‘The elder brother did not build house

TENSE ASPECT SUFFIX:

The tense aspect suffixes are the main verbalxastfiThese suffixes are used

in the sentences as last word. It indicates the amd manner of the verb in an action.

In Bodo language, tense is divided into three pditey are — present tense,

past tense and future tense.

PRESENT TENSE:

l-wl: This/<u/ is a tense suffix which shows the habitual acaod it can be

suffix in regular as well as in irregular verb. Hajong languages do not follow the

same structures.

Suffix {- wi} with irregular verb

(i)

(ii)

/num-ha ma Jau laa q miti ja/

2SG-POSS what take -HAB take-NEGG1Sknow-NEG

(I don’t know what you take or no)

/num-ha ma amn-w Mmun-a 8 miti ja
2SG-POSS what get- HABget- NEG 1SG  know -NEG

(I don't know whatever you get or no)
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@ii)  /num-ha ma kalamo- kalam-a na mit ja/

2SG-POSS what do -HAB do- NEG 1SG know-NEG

(I don’t know whatever you do or no)

Suffix /-w/ with regular verb

Bodo:
(i) /solai ja wmj-w/
matches(n) -nom burn-HAB
‘Matches burn’
(i) /san-a sanza-ha nkhar-tu/
Sun-nom. east-direction rise-HAB
(Sun rises in the east)
Hajong:

(1) /mes ju-bo /

matches burn

‘Matches burn’

() /bila @ puthi barail

Sun(n )nom. rises in the east

‘Sun rises in the east’
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PAST TENSE ASPECT:

Past tense specifies the action which took pladeréeThe three past tense
suffixes - /-bai/, /-mun/ and /-dunmun/ are used in Bodo language. In Hajong, /-ise/.
/-ban/ are used./-bai/: The/-bai/ is an immediate pasée which denotes suffix and it
can be added to regular verbs. It specifies thb aetion which may be completed a
minute before.
/-bai /
0] lapaja no-w@a pui-bail.
father-nom.  home-loc &IRA
(My father has come at home)

(i) /goto-ja poraisaliza p"wi-bai-mwn/
Child-nom. school-loc come-IPA-pst.
‘child has come to school’

@iy  /oi bejao  kamani mar-prwi-bai-mwn/.

3SG here-loc. work -a@ome-IPA-pst.

‘She/He came for work here’

Hajong:
(1) / baba-ra gor-bai  aise/
father-nom.  hom-loc come
‘My father has come at home’
(i) /oi  e-lui kam  kurbo- ge ahise/
3SG hear-loc. work do come-IPA-ps

‘She/he may have come here to work’
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/-mwn/: The /-mun/ is an inflectional remote past tense. It caadbged direct

to cbn (to have) verb. The suffix /-an/ can be added to the both the regular

and irregular verbs, Hajong use /-ban/. For example

Bodo:

Suffix /-mwn/ with dan(to have) verb :

(i)

(ii)

Hajong:

/an-ha ggQ-se no demuwn/
2SG.-poss clf. one house have-PST
(I had a house)

/hagrajao zibuo  doy-muwn/

Jungle-loc. snake —have-PST

‘There was snake in the jungle’

Suffix /-ban/ with thaki ( to have) verb

(i)

(ii)

/mo-la ek-u  gor taki ban/

2SG .pos. One.clf house have-PST

‘Il had a house’

fjungle-ni  fup taki ban/
Jungle loc. snake have-PST

‘There was snake in the jungle’
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Suffix/-muwn/ with irregular verbs

Bodo:

0] /I -ha no wgi-a-muwn/
3SG-POSS  house to have-NEG-PST
(I don’t have house)

(i) bi-swr-ha ra-  tw-a-mun
3PL-POSS money available-NEG-PST

‘Money is not sufficient for them’

Suffix /-ban/ with irregular verb

Hajong:

0] /mo-la gor na'taki -fan
3SG-poss house to have-neg.PST

‘I had no house’

Suffix -muwn with regular verb
Bodo:
0] an wmklam zapu-mun
1SG rice eat-HAB-PST
(She/He used to eat rice)
(i)  bi dui  lun-khan-bai-mun
3SG water drink-finish-IPA-PST

(she/he drank water)
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(i)  Iragdao-a boro-ni rajamen

Iragdao-NOM. Boro-CG king-PST

(Iragdao was the king of Boro)

(iv)  bi-ni mohor -a somainaim

3SG-CG. —-NOM. face NOM. beautiful-PST

(Her face was beautiful)

[-dummuin/: The /-dunmuwin/ is an inflectional remote past tense specifying
suffix and can be added to both regular and irguérbs. This suffix is combine

between progressive aspectuiagl and past tense suffix /eom/. For examples-

(1) [ an bedor za-gim-mun/

1SG meat ate-PST

‘| ate meat’

(i) /num  nojao ttan-dwm-muwn/

2SG home-LOC go-PST

‘You went home’

Hajong:

/moi  mushang kase/

1sg. meat ate-PST

‘| ate meat.’
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FUTURE TENSE SUFFIX:
Future tense specifies the action verotfre happening. In Bodo language,

/-nwiswii/and/-guu/ are the future specifying suffixes andusw is the remote future

specifying suffix.

/nwswi/: The -muswi is an immediate or near future indicating inflensl

suffix and it can be added to any regular verbs.

(1) /an metai  kon-nuswi/
1SG song sing-FUT
(I want sing a song)

(i) /an dugui-nwsui/
1SG bath -FUR
‘I am taking a bath’

Hajong:

0] /moi  gun gaway ase/
1SG song sing —FUT
‘I am singing a song’

(i) /moi gaw dum/
1SG bath —-FUT

‘| shall take bath.’

fgun/: The - gun is also another immediate future specifying sufii is

used to indicate the actions supposed to be dofuure.
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0] /deol-a nanp'-wi-guu

deol-nom. arrive-fut.

(Deol festival is supposed to arrive)

(i) / bi-yw tan-guu/

3sg.nom.  go-fur

‘She/he is likely to go Deol’

Hajong:

0] /deolahibo lagise/
deol arrive —fut.

‘Deol festival is supposed to arrive’

/-aru/ with irregular verb.

(1) bi-ju a-khuu za-dm-non-gun

3sg. nom. 1sg.acc. eat-cont. rigiat-f

(She/ he will think that | have eat)

Hajong:

/oi Babibo mo-ge Habo &gibo/

3sg. think  1sg. Acc eat-cont. fur.

‘She/He will think that i have eat.’

/-gwin/ with regular verbs
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Hajong:

()

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

()

(ii)

/an metai kon-gun/

1sg. song  sing —fut.

(I shall sing a song)

/bi-juu  kkamani mar-gun/

3sg.nom work .do-fut.

(She/he will do the work)

bi-jw a-khwu za-gin n@-dum

3sg. nom. 1sg-acc. eat-fut Fgb t

(She/he is thinking that | will eat)

bi-ju -kt za-tim  Nna)-dum
3sg-nom 1sg-acc. eat-fut righi.

(She/he will think that | have eat)

/moi gaan gawabo/
1sg song sing fut.

| shall sing a song.

loi kam rm  kuribo/
3sg. work nom. do fut.

‘She/He will do the work’
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CAUSATIVE SUFFIX:

Bodo:
(1) /lan  bi-kwu bizab poraith-bai/
1SG 3SG-ACC book(n) read(v)-CAUSE-IPA
‘I let him/her to read a book.’
(i) /an  bi-kKwu metai utjab-hu-bai/
1SG 3SG song sing-CAUSE-IPA
(I let him/her to sing a
Hajong:
(1) /moi o-ge pur ase/
1SG 3SG read(v)-IPA
‘| let him/her to read.’
(i) /moi o-ge gn guuae ase/
1SG 3SG song(n) sing(v) IPA.

‘| let him/her to sing a song.’

OPTATIVE SUFFIX:

0] an-ha hur  mun-thwm

1SG bless get-OPS

(May God bless me)

(i) Gosai-a van-khwu  bor sarsridun

God-NOM 2SG-ACC  blessto to sprinkle-OPS

(May God bless u)
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@iy  /Iwhwlao-ni i zatum/

leader-CG victory to be-ops

(May the leader have victory)

Hajong:

() /mogestibad dibo pure/

1sg. bless get-ops

‘May God bless me’

(ii) Mogomn  toge abad dibo qre/

God-nom. 2SG-Acc. bless to spirinkle-ops

‘May God bless you.’
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