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CHAPTER III   

VERBAL GROUP OF BODO AND HAJONG 

 

VERB OF BODO AND HAJONG: 

Verb is an important part of Bodo and Hajong morphology. Verb can be 

defined as roots which can take the morphems for tenses, aspects and moods. It 

includes words which refers to act of doing or doing something or an act which occur. 

Verb as the grammatical category it can be recognized to tense aspect suffixes. It is 

divided into three groups. They are simple, complex and compound verb. The verbs 

of both Bodo and Hajong are either transitive or intransitive. 

SIMPLE VERB: 

 Simple verb is composed of single verb root. Simple verb is the free 

morpheme in both the languages. Examples are given below. 

Bodo: 

Table 90: Simple verb of Bodo 

Bodo: English: 

/ba/ ‘carry on back’ 

/bɯr/ ‘be made’ 

/ho/ ‘to shave’ 

/pʰo/ ‘to pluck’ 
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/pʰorai/ ‘to read’ 

/pʰɯi/ ‘come’ 

/za/ ‘eat’ 

/zo/ ‘to sit’ 

/tʰaη/ ‘go’ 

/tʰa ‘stay’ 

/la/ ‘take’ 

/mao/ ‘do’ 

/ga/ ‘to clear’ 

  

Hajong: 

             Table 91: Simple verb of Hajong 

Hajong: English 

/neo/ ‘take’ 

/tɑkɑ/ ‘stay’ 

/por/ ‘read’ 

/kʰɑ/ ‘to eat’ 

/kʰɑtik/ ‘to cut’ 

/kɑ/ ‘eat’ 

/zɑ/ ‘go’ 
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Transitive and Intransitive Verb:   

Transitive and Intransitive verbs have no separate marker in both the 

languages. Transitive verb is that which can take direct object while intransitive verb 

is that which does not take direct object but can have an indirect object. These are 

given in the table. 

Bodo:  

Table 92: Transitive and Intransitive verb of Bodo 

 

 In Hajong do not found the same structure 

Transitive verb Meaning Intransitive Verb M     Meaning 

/der/ ‘to be big’ /bir/ ‘fly’ 

/dob/ ‘bend’ /gab/ ‘cry’ 

/dan/ ‘cut’ /gele/ ‘play’ 

/gidiη/ ‘to move’ /gosoη/        ‘Stand up’ 

/ham/ ‘be good’ /mɯsa/ ‘dance’ 

/zɯb/           ‘complete’ /rɯzab/ ‘sing’ 

/za/ ‘eat’ /undu/ ‘sleep’ 

/lu/ ‘pour’ /tʰabai/ ‘walk’ 

/nu/ ‘see’ /mini/ ‘ smile’ 

/bu/ ‘beat’ /manbai/ ‘crawing’ 
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COMPLEX VERB IN BODO: 

 Complex verb is used in Bodo and Hajong. Complex verb are basically two 

morphologically segment structure as adding pre-fixation and suffixation. Complex 

verb may be negative or causative, e.g 

By adding negative prefix: 

Bodo: 

Table 93: Complex verb of Bodo 

/da-lɯη/ ‘do not drink’ 

/da-mao/ ‘do not do’ 

/da- la/ ‘do not take’ 

/da-taη/ ‘do not go’ 

/da-phɯi/ ‘do not come’ 

/da-za/ ‘do not eat’ 

 

Hajong: 

      Table 94: Complex verb of Hajong 

/nɑ-kor/ ‘do not do’ 

/nɑ-neo/ ‘do not take’ 

/nɑ-ɑhik/ ‘do not come’ 

/nɑ-kʰɑ/ ‘do not eat’ 
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By adding causative prefix: 

             Table 95: Complex verb of Bodo: 

Bodo: English: 

/pʰu-suη/ ‘make short’/ 

/pʰu-ruη/ ‘make loose’ 

/la - bɯ / ‘bring’/‘take and come’ 

/bi-baј/ ‘go on begging’ 

/thaη-bro/ ‘go accidentally’ 

/tʰaη-baɯ/ ‘go again’ 

/hɯb-th a/ ‘oppose’ 

/sɯ-mao/ ‘move’ 

 

Table 96: Complex verb of Hajong 

Hajong English 

/huru-banao/ ‘make short’ 

                  

 Complex verbs are such kind of verbs which undergo in taking different 

derivations e.g, 
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Hajong: 

                     Table 97: complex verb of Hajong 

/bol-ɑ/ ‘make colour’ 

/bohol –ɑ/ ‘make wide’ 

/guli-ɑ/ ‘fire’ 

 

NEGATIVE VERB: 

 Negative verb forms by prefixation and suffixation. /da-/ is only one negative 

verb in Bodo which is used in imperative and optative negative clause while /-a/is 

used in all other negative clouse types. 

/a-/ has three allomorphs namely /-a/,/-ja/,and /-ɯa/.e.g. 

Table 98: Negative verb of Bodo: 

/da-/      ‘NEG’            +    - ja       don’t eat 

/da-/      ‘NEG’            +    - tʰaη     don’t go 

/da-/       ‘NEG’           +    - gar      don’t throw 

/da-/      ‘NEG’            +   - phɯi    don’t come 

/da-/      ‘NEG’            +    - ta       ‘don’t stay’ 

/da-/      ‘NEG’            +    - tu        ‘don’t poke’ 
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/da-/       ‘NEG’           +    - mao    ‘don’t work’ 

/da-/       ‘NEG’           +   - sɯo      ‘don’t punch’ 

/da-/        ‘NEG’          +   - buη       ‘don’t say’ 

/tʰaη-/     ‘NEG’           +       - a       ‘don’t go’ 

/pʰɯi-/      ‘NEG’         +   -a            ‘don’t come’ 

 

 In Hajong, the negative marker /ո a-/prefixes only to finite verbs. Since /ո a-/ 

obligatorily attaches itself to the verbal root and pre-fixation is obligatory to a finite 

verb. 

Hajong: 

                 Table 99: Negative verb of Hajong 

/nɑ-/ ‘NEG’         +            - khɑ          ‘don’t eat’ 

/nɑ-/ ‘NEG’         +            -kor           ‘do not do’ 

/nɑ-/ ‘NEG’         +             -neo           ‘do not take’ 

/nɑ-/ ‘NEG’         +            -hik           ‘don’t come’ 

/nɑ-/ ‘NEG’         +             -jɑ             ‘don’t go’ 

/ni-/   ‘NEG’        +            -kin           ‘don’t buy’ 

/ne-/   ‘NEG’       +             -pelɑ         ‘don’t throw’ 
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Negative verbs in Bodo and Hajong they are only marked for past and present tense 

not for future tense. In Bodo, the negative marker {-a} never comes with the future 

tense marker {-gɯn} 

CAUSATIVE VERB IN BODO: 

  Morphologically, the Causative verb in Bodo  language can be formed 

by adding different prefixation and suffixation use especially intransitive  verbs, 

There are several causative prefixes in Bodo language /pha-//ph o-/,/ph i-/,/pʰe-//ph u-

/,and /phɯ-/of /ph i-/form/bi-/,/be-/,/ba-/,/bo-/,/bu-/and/bɯ-/of/bV-/form, and /si-/,/se-

//sa-/,/so-//su-/and /sɯ-/of/SV-/ /la-/ form. But in Hajong language do not follow to 

same things.These forms are substituted by the following examples- 

Causative verb: 

Table 100: Causative verb of Bodo 

(a)/ bi/ - + si ‘be torn’ bisi ‘tear’ 

(b) /be/- + geu ‘be united’ bekʰeu ‘untie’ 

(c)/ bo/- + go ‘escape’ bokʰo ‘free’ 

(d) /bu/-gu ‘be uprooted become loose’ bukʰu ‘uproot’ 

(e) /bɯ/-+ga ‘be separate’ bɯkʰa ‘separate’ 

(f)/pʰa - /+ ham ‘ to be well’ phaham  ‘cure’ 

(g)/ph o -/ + ruη    ‘to be loose’                      pʰuruղ  ‘make loose’ 

(h)/ph i -/ + si        ‘get wet’ phisi  ‘wet’ 
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(i) /pʰo/  + dob    ‘couse to bend’ pʰodob‘bend’ 

(i)/pʰe-/+ der       ‘to be big’ pheder ‘make large’ 

(j)/pʰu/+ suη       ‘be short’ phusuη‘make short’ 

(k)/la-/ + zɯb    ‘ get complete, lazɯb‘complete’ 

(l)/pʰɯ-/+ ran      ‘make dry’ phɯran‘make dry, 

(m)/phɯ-/  + lao   ‘make long, phɯlao‘make long’ 

(n)/se-/     +bai      ‘break’ sepʰai‘break’ 

(o)/Si-/      + gi      ‘fear’ sigi ‘frighten’ 

(p)/sɯ-/  + mao    ‘couse to jerk’ sɯmao‘couse to jerk’ 

(q)/So-/    + go       ‘lose’ sokʰo‘lose’ 

(r)/su-/      + buη     ‘be full’ suphuη‘feel’ 

(s)/sɯ-/    + ga       ‘be separate’ sɯkʰa‘separate’ 

    (t)/sɯ-/     + gab     ‘cry’,weep sɯgab‘make cry 

 

 Hajong do not follow the same structure. 

COMPOUND VERB OF BODO AND HAJONG: 

 Verb can be formed when two or more compound with each other. In Bodo 

and Hajong languages, affixes can be added with one and another which gives 

different meaning .The compound verbs may be formed in the following sentence. 



96 

 

Bodo: 

                Table 101: Compound verb of Bodo 

Bodo: English: 

/pʰɯi-pʰin/ ‘ come back’ 

/hab-pɯi/ ‘come and enter’ 

/hɯ-pʰɯi/ ‘come and give’ 

/zoma-kalam/ ‘make collection’ 

/za-zɯb/ ‘eat and finish’ 

/tʰaηlai-pʰɯi lai kʰalam ‘go and come’ 

 

Hajong : 

                Table 102: Compound verb of Hajong 

/zomɑ-kor/ ‘make collection 

/dʰorɑ- por/ ‘be caught’ 

/kʰɑi- pelɑ/ ‘eat and finish’ 

/mɑr-kʰɑ/ ‘be beated’ 

/ohɑ zoɑ-kor/ ‘go and come’ 

/xekh -kor/ ‘make finish’ 



97 

 

ADJECTIVE IN BODO AND HAJONG: 

 In Bodo and Hajong, Adjective occupies very wide and large scope in 

morphology. Adjective is used in the grammatical classification of words to refer to 

main set of items which specify the attributes of nouns. 

In Bodo and Hajong there are two kinds of adjective .They are (a) Primary adjective 

(b) Derived adjective 

(i) Primary adjective: Primary adjectives can also be terms as basic adjectives. In 

Bodo and Hajong language, there are only a few members of primary adjectives 

those which are etymologically categorized under the class of adjectives. The 

primary adjective indicate the quality of noun or pronoun .e.g./mɯjaη/ 

(good),/gajri/ (bad),/sɯitʰɯ/ (truth) /somaina/(beautiful). 

 On the other hand, Hajong adjective are /bʰɑlɑ/(good) 

Bodo: 

(i) /mɯinati-ya sa-se mɯzaη sikh la/ 

‘Mɯinati is a good girl’ 

(ii)  /be sikhla- ya jambi/ 

‘This girl is fool’ 

Hajong: 

(i) /mɯinati ajon bhɑlɑ seηri/gɑbur/ 

                ‘Mɯinati is a good girl’ 

(ii)  /tɑi jambi seηri/ 

‘This girl is fool’ 
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(a) Derived Adjective: Derived adjective are structurally verb and only a few 

adjective are there which are derived from nouns. Adjective which can be derived 

either by prefixation or by suffixation .In comparison to prefixes the suffixes are 

very numerous./go-/is the only prefix to derive adjective from verbs, e.g. 

Bodo: 

Table 103: Derived Adjective of Bodo: 

/go-ph ur/ (be white) gophur    (white) 

/go-dɯi/ (be sweet) go-dɯi    (sweet) 

/go-thɯi / (to die) go-tɯi     (dead) 

/go-si/ (to met) gi-si         (wet) 

 

 Hajong do not follow the same structure. 

ADVERB OF BODO AND HAJONG: 

 Adverb in Bodo and Hajong are those forms that modify the action of the 

verb. In other words, adverbs describe the manner, time and place of accomplishment 

of action of the verbs. They do not have a fixed place of occurrence in the sentence 

.They preferably occur in initial position in sentences and generally do not occur in 

initial position in sentences. There are three types of adjectives –1) Adverb of time, 2) 

Adverb of manner,3)Adverb of place. 

Adverb of time: The adverb which indicates the time the action of the verb taken 

place are called adverb of time. For example- 
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Bodo: 

  Table 104: Adverb of time of Bodo 

Adverbial of time English 

/ gabɯn/ ‘tomorrow’ 

/dinɯi/ ‘today’ 

/mɯiya/ ‘yesterday’ 

/soηpʰɯr/ ‘the day after tomorrow’ 

/dakali/ ‘the day before yesterday’ 

/okʰali/ ‘the day before a few day 

/denaη/ ‘remote future’ 

/semɯn/ ‘last year’ 

/osemɯn/ ‘the year before last year’ 

/deglai/ ‘this year’ 

/kʰalmasi/ ‘next year’ 

 

Hajong: Table 105: Adverb of time of Hajong 

 

 

 

Adverbial of time English 

/azka/ ‘today’ 

/kalka/ ‘yesterday’ 

/kalka-dina/ ‘daybefore yesterday’ 

/oi-dinɑ/ ‘that day’ 

/ei gɑin ton/ ‘remote future’ 

/jɑwɑ-bushor/ ‘last year’ 

/ei-bushor/ ‘next year’ 

/ɑhɑ-bushor/ ‘this year’ 
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ADVERB OF PLACE: 

 The adverb which indicates focus of happening of the action of the verbs are 

called adverb of place. For example- 

Bodo: 

Table106: Adverb of place of Bodo 

Adverbial of time English: 

/hayao/ ‘on the soil’ 

/noyao/ ‘on the home’ 

/bejao/ ‘hear’ 

/bɯijao/ ‘there’ 

/unao/ ‘behind’ 

/katiyao/ ‘near’ 

/gɯjauyao/ ‘above’ 

/gahaiyao/ ‘below’ 

/Siηyao/ ‘inside’ 

/akh ayao/ ‘at hand’ 

/akh raηao/ ‘on the sky’ 
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Hajong:  

Table 107: Adverb of Place of Hajong 

/matini/ ‘on the soil’ 

/ɑkʰɑsh ni, ɑkʰashbɑi/ ‘on the sky’ 

/hɑtoni, hɑtni/ ‘at hand’ 

/gʰorni/ ‘on the home’ 

/edɑni/ ‘hear’ 

/odɑni, obɑi/ ‘there’ 

/osorni, kɑrɑni, kɑrɑte, osorte, bɑrɑn/ ‘near’ 

/durni, bɑkʰɑr, dur/ ‘far’ 

/pɑsbɑi,kʰancibɑi/ ‘behind’ 

/uph ur/ ‘above’ 

/vitʰur/ ‘inside’ 

 

ADVERB OF MANNER: 

 The adverb which indicates the manner of accomplishment of the action of the 

verb which the adverb modifies or intensifies is called adverbial of manner. For 

example- 
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Bodo:  

Table 108: Adverb of Manner of Bodo 

Adverbial of Manner English 

/gɯkʰrwi/ ‘quickly’ 

/gɯbao/ ‘late’ 

/tʰabɯi/ ‘quickly’ 

/lasɯi/ ‘slowly’ 

/gɯbaη/ ‘more’ 

/zɯbɯd/ ‘very’ 

/nath ai/ ‘but’ 

/odebani/ ‘since’ 

/zebla/ ‘when, if’ 

/tʰeobɯ ‘nevertheless, even then’ 

zaikh izaya ‘however’ 

mɯzaη ‘Good’ 

Gusuη ‘short’ 
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Hajong: 

                Table 109: Adverb of Manner of Hajong 

 

 

TENSE ASPECT OF BODO AND HAJONG: 

 The tense indicates the time of action. It is mention with the verb referring act 

with the time of the speech.  In Bodo and Hajong, there are three types of tenses, viz. 

present, past, future.They are marked by suffixation but verbs are marked for only 

/tɑrɑ tɑri/ ‘quickly’ 

/diree/ ‘late’ 

/ɑste/ ‘slowly’ 

/bɑkʰɑr/ ‘very’ 

/bɑkʰɑr/ ‘more’ 

/kintu/ ‘but’ 

/elɑobɑ/ ‘since’ 

/jodi/ ‘if’ 

/kun-sumɑi/ ‘when’ 

/bʰɑlɑ/ ‘good’ 

/huru/ ‘short’ 

/tɑw bɑ/ ‘nevertheless’ 
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past and future tense forms morphology whereas the verbs in present tense are used 

unmarked. In Bodo the past tense marker is /-mɯn/ and the future tense marker is /-

gɯn/. 

PRESENT TENSE IN BODO AND HAJONG: 

The present tense in Bodo and Hajong signifies the present or ongoing action 

of the verb. It may be the habitual action or the continuous action. In Bodo habitual 

tense marker /-ɯ / and /- dɯη/ is mark by continuous present tense. In Hajong ,/-ase/ 

tense markers can directly be suffixed to the verb stems to mark the present tense. 

PRESENT INDEFINITE (SIMPLE): 

 Present indefinite tense is marked by zero markers in both the language. 

Consider the following example. 

Bodo: 

(i) /aη     methai       kon  -  dɯη/ 

                1SG.     song        sing   .pre. 

               ‘I am singing a song’ 

(ii)  / bi            -yɯ           thansali-yao     tʰaη                Ø               dɯη/ 

                 pro.           nom.        temple(n) loc.    go(v) indef-pre.         Pre 

                ‘She/He goes to temple’ 

(iii)  /somaina       -a      ɯηkʰam    za        Ø               dɯη/ 

 Somaina(n)   nom. rice(v)        eat(v)  Indef-pre.  Pre. 

                ‘Somaina eats rice’ 

(iv) Anari           -a       si         da             Ø               dɯη/ 

       Anari          nom.  cloth  weave   indef-pre           pre. 

    ‘Anari is weaving cloth’ 
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Hajong: 

(i) /moi gɑn  gɑɯɑy ɑse / 

1sg.   song.  sing   pre. 

‘I am singing a song’ 

(ii)  /oi       mɑndir      bɑi   jɑyɑ     ɑse/ 

Pro.     temple(n) loc.   go(v)    pre. 

She/he  goes to temple. 

(iii)  /Somɑinɑ  oi   bhɑt      khɑi   ase/ 

             Somaina(n) nom. rice(v)  eat(v) pre. 

                  ‘Somaina eats rice’ 

(iv) /ɑnari    -oi      kɑpur  bɑnɑiyɑ   ɑse/ 

anari(n)  nom. cloth    weave    pre. 

‘Anari is weaving cloth’ 

                    is marked by adding /yɯ,-ɯ/ in Bodo and/ 

PRESENT HABITUAL: 

 Present habitual aspect is marked by adding/-ɯ,-yɯ/ in Bodo and Hajong /-

bɑrɑi/in Hajong of the verbs .The present habitual tense marker /-ɯ, yɯ/ and/-re/ is 

used for expressing not only general habits, but also universal statements.If the Bodo 

verb ends with a consonant,/ɯ/ is added and if it ends with a vowel,/-yɯ/ is added 

.consider the following examples: 

 

 



106 

 

                 Bodo: 

(i) /san        -јa         sanjaha      yɯηkar        -ɯ 

                   sun(n)       -nom.  east(n)   rises(v)         -hab. 

                  ‘Sun rises in the east’ 

(ii)    /aη  sanphrɯmbɯ    puηyao         sikhar         -јɯ/ 

Pro.  everyday        morning(n)       wake(v)    hab. 

 ‘I wake up evreyday’ 

(iii)  /laokar        -ya       mɯsɯu    gum-yɯ/ 

           shepherd  nom.   cow(n)       graz(v)  hab. 

                 ‘shepherd  is grazing cattle’ 

(iv) /daorai      -ya     mwsa          -yɯ/ 

               Peacock (n)  nom. dance(v)    hab. 

                ‘Peacock dances’ 

Hajong: 

(i) /bilɑ –rɑ     pukbɑi    bɑrɑi/ 

sun   nom. east(n)    rises(v) hab. 

‘Sun rises in the east’ 

(ii)  /moi      dini          under         jɑgyɑ tʰɑke/ 

pro.    everyday    morning(n) wake(v)    hab. 

I weak up everyday 
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(iii)  /rɑɯkʰul   rɑ     guru     chɑrɑi/ 

Shepherd nom. cow(n)    graz(v)hab. 

‘Shepherd is grazing cattle’ 

(iv) /mɑyor         lɑ           nityɑ/ 

Peacock (n) nom.  dance (v)hab. 

PRESENT PROGRESSIVE: 

         The progressive aspect is marked by /-gasinɯ/ and /-ase/ .The progressive 

aspect /gasinɯ/      in Bodo and /-ase/ in Hajong is followed by the ‘be’ verb /doη/ in 

Bodo and/-ase/ in hajong    respectively. Consider the following Example 

Bodo: 

(i) /aph a        -ya        chen saʰ    gasinɯ       doη/ 

       father (n) -nom.                    Pre.prog   be verb 

                 ‘Father is fishing’ 

(ii)  /ruwati   -ya        mai          gai     gasinɯ        doη/ 

                   maid (n) nom.   paddy(n)              pre.prog    be verb 

                  ‘Maid is sowing paddy’ 

(iii)  /laokh ar            -a      mɯsɯu   gum   gasinɯ   doη/ 

Shepherd (n) nom.      cow (n)   graz    pre.pro   be verb 

‘Shepherd is grazing cattle’ 

(iv) /pʰɯrɯηgiri-ya  phɯrɯη        gasinɯ     doη/ 

teacher(n) nom.    teach(v)      pre.pro    be verb 

‘The teacher is teaching’ 
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(v) /anari   -a       bizab      porai  gasinɯ    doη/ 

Anari(n)nom. book(n)   read    pre.pro   be verb 

‘Anari is reading a book’ 

Hajong: 

(i) /bɑbɑ         oi     mas         dʰore            ɑse / 

father(n)  nom. fish(n)      pre.prog     be verb 

‘Father is fishing’ 

(ii)  /kɑmli    rɑ      dhɑn       dekhɑi    ɑse/ 

maid(n) nom.paddy(n) pre. pro.  be verb 

‘Maid is sowing paddy’ 

(iii)  /rɑɯkʰɑl           rɑ    guru  cɑrɑi    ɑse/ 

           shepherd(n) nom.  cow(n) pre.pro be verb 

           ‘shepherd is grazing cattle’ 

(iv) /Anɑri     oi        boi           purbɑ  lɑg           ɑse/ 

Anari(n) nom. book(n)     read   pre’prog   be verb 

‘Anari is reading a book’ 

Some times in Bodo, be verb/doη/ is omitted in present progressive tense 

consider the following examples:                  

(i)  /aη      methai  rɯzab       gasinɯ/ 

  I(pro)  soη      sing(v) PRE. Prog 

 (I am singing a song) 
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(ii)  /ruɯath i  -ya    sithla          sib       gasinɯ/ 

 maid(n) nom.          (n)         (v)  PRE.prog 

(iii)  / dao       -ɯa     bir     gasinɯ/ 

   bird(n)  nom.  fly(v) pre.Prog 

(Bird is flying) 

(iv) /ai           -ya             mɯigoη             kha      gasinɯ/ 

        mother   nom.     vegetable(n)    cut(v)    pre.prog 

  ‘Mother is plucking vegetable’ 

Hajong:   

(i) /moi  ghɑn     guɯɑse/ 

1sg.  song(n)  sing(v) pro. 

‘I am singing a song’ 

In Bodo, the present tense marker /-dɯη/ is used to indicate present 

continuouse or present continuous or present progressive tense .Example 

(i) /oma-a       adhar      za      dɯη/ 

Pig nom.    food.     eat(v)  pre. 

‘Pig is eating food’ 

(ii)  /anari-ya        bijab     porai     dɯη/ 

                 Anari.     nom.  book(n)   read(v) pre. 

‘Anari is reading a book’ 
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(iii)  /dɯi       –a       bɯhɯi       dɯη/ 

water(n)   .nom  flow(v)  pre. 

‘Water is flowing’ 

Hajong: 

(i) /hor   rɑ    dɑnɑ   kh ɑyɑ/ 

Pig   nom.  food    eat(v) pre. 

‘pig is eating food’ 

(ii)  /anɑri  -oi        boi         purbɑ lɑgse/ 

Anari    nom.   book(n)  read(v)  pre. 

‘Anari is reading a book’ 

(iii)  /pɑni   rɑ    jɑyɑ/sh ole ɑse/ 

water nom. flow(v) pre. 

‘Water is flowing’ 

 PAST TENSE IN BODO AND HAJONG: 

 The past tense specifies that the time of action mentioned by the verb started 

before the time of speech act. In Bodo and Hajong, it is suffixed to the verbs to 

specify the action of the verbs taken place sometime in past time .In Bodo the past 

tense marker /-mɯn/ is preceded by /-jɯ/, /-dɯn/. In Hajong past tense marker /-se/ is 

use 
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PAST INDEFINITE (SIMPLE) TENSE: 

Past indefinite tense does not have marker; it is realized by zero markers in 

both the language. Example: 

Bodo: 

(i) /aη        methai          kon           -dɯηmɯn/ 

1sg.      Song         sung(v)            Past. 

‘I sung a song’ 

(ii)  /anaru   -ya      poraisali   -yao   tʰaη   dɯηmɯn/ 

Anaru(n) nom.   school (n)   loc.   g(v)  past 

‘Anaru went to the school.’ 

(iii)  /aph a       -a         haba          mao    dɯηmɯn/ 

Father(n) nom.   work         do(v)       past. 

‘My father did the work’ 

(iv) /abɯi            -ɯa     zɯη-nɯ     solo       kintha   -Ø dɯηmɯn/ 

grandmother       nom.   we   dat.   Story     tell       Indef.-past. 

‘Grand mother told us a story‘ 

/maozi -ɯa   na      ja      Ø  -dɯηmɯ/ 

Cat       -nom,  fish eat    Indef –past 

(cat ate fish) 
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Hajong : 

(i) /moi       ghɑn    guwɑ-bɑn  - dɑ/ 

             1sg.      song       sung           past. 

                  ‘I sung a song’ 

(ii)  /Anɑru      oi      school gise/ 

Anaru(n) nom.      school   go(v)past. 

‘Anaru went to the school’ 

(iii)  /bɑbɑ   rɑ      kɑm      korse/ 

         father(n) nom. work   do(v) past. 

            ‘My father did the work’ 

(iv) /ɑbu      oi    ɑmɑ-ge kh irsʰɑ    kose / 

               Grandmother(n) nom.    we   dat.  Story   tell.indef.past 

                   ‘Grandmother told us a story’ 

(v) /belɑi   rɑ      mɑs     khɑse-ge/ 

         cat(n)       nom.fish    eat(v) indef.past 

‘Cat ate fish’ 

PAST HABITUAL: 

 The past habitual aspect is expressed by using the marker/yɯmɯn/(Present 

habitual tense marker/yɯ/, past tense marker /mɯ/)in Bodo.The adverb such as 
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/sigaηao/, /agɯlao/ in Bodo and /sigaη-ao/‘before’//previous etc. In Hajong are added 

to indicate that the action took place in past. This above mentioned adverbs are added 

before the past habitual tense marker /yɯmɯn/ in Bodo and /-re/ in Hajong. Examples 

are given below-   

Bodo: 

(i) /mɯinath i     -ya      mai     gai        yɯ  mɯn/ 

Mɯinath i     nom.  paddy   plant    hab. past 

                   ‘Mɯinath i used to plant paddy’ 

(ii)  /abɯu     -ya       zɯηnɯ   solo   khɯnth a    yɯ mɯn/ 

grandfather     nom.    we      story   tell            hab.past 

‘Grandfather used to tell stories to us ’ 

(iii)        /apha-a           kamani    mao   yɯ mɯn/ 

father –nom.      job       do      hab.  Past 

‘Father used to work’ 

Hajong: 

(i) /ɑjo    ɑmɑ    ge   khircɑ   ku   bɑn/ 

Grandfather we nom. story tell   hab.Past 

‘Grandfather used to tell stories to us.’ 

(ii)  /bɑbɑ    oi    kam    kore/ 

Father nom. job hab.Past 

‘Father used to work.’ 
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PAST PROGRESSIVE: 

 As in present tense, the progressive in the past tense is also marked by 

/gasinɯ/ in Bodo /thɑki/ in Hajong.The past tense marker /-mɯn/ in Bodo and /-ban/in 

Hajong are added to the continuouse marker /gasinɯ/ in Bodo and/ban/in Hajong 

respectively .consider the example: 

(i) /binanao-ya     metʰai        kon     gasinɯnwmɯn/ 

 Sister –nom  song(n)    sing(v)    prog-PAST 

‘My sister was singing a song’ 

(ii) /aη          si       da        gasinɯmɯn/ 

I (pro)   cloth  weave   prog-Past 

‘I was weaving the cloth’ 

(iii) /bi            -yɯ   undu          gasinɯmɯn 

She/he(pro)     nom.  sleep(v)     pro-past. 

(she/he was sleeping) 

Hajong 

(i) / buini -rɑ      gɑn        gɑɯe  thɑkibɑn/ 

Sister    nom.  song(n)   sing(v)-past. 

‘My sister was singing a song’ 

(ii)  /moi     kɑbun bɑnɑbɑn   th ɑkibɑn/ 

I(pro)   cloth    weave(v)-past. 

‘I was weaving the cloth’ 
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(iii)  /oi                ghume     thɑkibɑn/ 

She/he(pro)  sleep(v)   prog-past 

‘He/She was sleeping’ 

FUTURE TENSE OF BODO AND HAJONG: 

 Future tense specifies the actions that are going to happen in future. There are 

two different future tense markers in Bodo, viz. /-nɯsɯi/ /-gɯo/ which mean 

immediate future indicating suffix. However, the common tense marker is /-gɯn/ is 

the remote future indicating suffix and   /-bo/ in Hajong. 

Bodo: 

(a) Definite Future: This is realized by the suffix /nɯsɯi/ and/sigɯn/ to the verb 

roots. /nɯsɯi/is used to indicate self decision and /sigɯn/ is used to indicate 

others decition, not speaker’s. For example 

Bodo: 

/nɯsɯi/: 

(i) /aη         methai         kon-nɯsɯi/ 

1sg.      song            sing –def. fut. 

‘Iam going to sing a song’ 

(ii)  /bi          -јɯ              phɯi      -nɯsɯi/ 

he/she     nom.        come    -def.fut 

‘He/she will      come a moment.’ 

(iii)  bi-јɯ             phɯi(v)    def.-gɯn 

he/she           nom.        come       -def.fut 

‘He/she will be coming’ 



116 

 

Hajong: 

             /bo/: 

(i) /moi  gɑn       gɑɯɑ   bo/ 

1sg.   song sing (v) def.fut 

‘Iam going to sing a song’ 

(ii)  /oi            ɑhibo/ 

he/she    come –def fut. 

‘He/she will come a moment’ 

(iii)  /oi      ɑhe- ɑse   hubo/ 

He/she  come(v) def fut. 

‘He/She will coming’.   

/-sigɯn/ 

(i) /aph a        -a         tʰaη     sigɯn/ 

father(n)   nom.    go(v)  def.fut. 

‘Father will go’    

Hajong:   

  /-bo/ 

(i) /bɑbɑ   -oi      ja         bo/ 

Father   nom. go(v) def, fut 

‘Father will go.’    

 

 

 

 

 


