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GLOSSARY 
 
 

Bedsheet Arectangularpieceofclothusedasbedding,beingplacedimm
ediatelybelow orabovethe bedoccupants. 

cocoon Silkenenclosureof thepupaefromwhichsilk isderived. 

Eri Localname (inAssam) forsilkproducingworm. 

Gamosa Assamesetraditionaltowel. 

Instar Stagebetweentwomoults ofthelarvallife. 

Larva Caterpillarstage. 

Loom Aframe forholdingthe 
wrapendsundertension,soweavingcantakeplace. 

Muga Itis 
thevarietyofwildsilkgeographicallytaggedtothestateofAssamin 
India. 

Mulberry Itisthehighestqualitysilkavailableforpurchase. 

Mekhela-sador TraditionalAssamesefemalesdress. 

Rawsilk Silk as reeled from the cocoons. It contains its original 
sericincoating. 

Reeling Processofunwindingyarnfromcocoonsorbobbinsandrewindingonto 
revolving reel, in theform ofhand making. 

Riha Anarrow pieceof clothworn byawomenwith mekhela-sador. 

Saree Agarmentthatconsistofalongpieceofcloththatwomen,particularlyinIndia 
weardrapedaroundtheirbodies. 

Shawl Alongpieceof cloththatiswornbyawomanroundhershouldersorheador put 
aroundababy. 

Shirt Apieceof clothing wornontheupper partofthe body. 

Silk Fluidsubstancewhichis 
secretedbysilkwormsandwhichinexposureto airhardens in the 
form ofayarn. 

Spinning Processbywhichsilkworms producecocoons. 

Tasar Itisanexquisitethread obtainedfrom awidewingedmoth. 
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Uni-voltine Singlebroodedsilkworm,especiallyapplicabletomulberrysilkWor
ms. 

Wastesilk The short un-reelable filaments of cocoons including the 
wasteproducedduringthevariousprocessesofsilkreelingandthrowing
. 

 


