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“Death is a victory for all those anti-Santal forces which are
represented by hostile bongas. It is as if the dead Santal has
betrayed his trust, has failed in his main duty-to go on living. To
die is therefore to pollute and for the moment the whole village is
bereft of its tribal guardians and deprived of ghostly care. At the
same time death subjects a man to violent unnatural change. He
remains a Santal. He is still a member of his family but until he
has safely reached the country of the dead, he is a man with a
grievance. He can no longer do the things which Santals value
most for he is abruptly deprived of sex and the company of his
children. He is ‘out of position’. He no longer ‘belongs’ and only
the most careful conduct by his family can ensure his due
demission. He is now much more a bonga than a man - a ghostly
force invisible but intimately real. The danger which killed him
still infects his person and until the funerary process is over, he
must remain a source of menace to all the members of the
family. When he has achieved the final status of ancestor, he has

still a bonga nature and can on no account be ignored. He is not

(Sv)



as obvious as living Santals but he is something to be reckoned

with, a power with whom it is even more necessary to be on good

terms that when he worked and went about the village”>"
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“The Santals have very vague notions about the individualities of

supernatural beings or bongas. One of the main reasons for this

is that their relationship with these supernatural beings, except

the supreme being Thakur, are shrouded with a feeling of taboo,

mystery, secrecy and fear”
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“The most common objects of their worship are Marang Burha,
old man, Marako his younger brother, and their sister Jaher Burhi,
an old good natured creature, who never does them any harm.
Man (1867) describes them as ‘the five brother and the one sister’,
while Hunter(1868) writes maniko for Moreko Tureiko and
describes him as ‘ the husband as well as brother of the female
deity in the triad, Jaher Era.’ Neither Kolean Haram nor Bodding
throw any light on the curious numeral-five-six which comprise
their name, but C.L.Mukherjee (1945) notes from Mayurbhanj,
‘another village deity is Moreko Tureiko who is now a single entity
but addressed in the plural. The Santhal believes that there were
five brothers (more-five) who were wedded to six sisters (turui-
six) named Dangi, Pungi, Hisi, Dumni, Chita, and Kapra. They
were supposed to preside over the welfare of the village. His younger
sister, Gosae Era, constitute a separate deity of the Jaherthan;
Jaher Era, another sister of Moreko is the goddess of the Jaherthan

8
named after her”*
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