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“In the past, the virtue of women's writing often lay in its divine
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spontaneitylike that of the blackbird's song or the thrush's. It was untaught;

it was from the heart. But it was also and much more often, chattering and

garrulous— mere talk spilt over paper and left to dry in pools and blots. In

future, granted time and books and a little space in the house for herself,

literature will become for women, as for men, an art to be studiechen's

gift will be trained and strengthened. The novel will cease to be dumping-

ground for the personal emotions. It will become, more than at present, a

work of art like any otheand its resources and its limitation will be explored.
From this it is short step to the practice of the sophisticated arts,

hitherto so little practised by women-— to the writing of essays and criticism,

of history and biographynd that, too, if we are considering the novel, will

be or advantage; for besides improving the quality of the novel itself, it will

draw off the aliens who have been attracted to fiction by its accessibility

while their hearts by elsewhere. Thus will the novel be rid of those

encrescences of history and fact which, in our time, have made it so shapeless.
So, if we may propheswomen in time to come will write fewer novels,

but better novels; and not novels qridut poetry and criticism and history

But in this, to be sure, one is looking ahead to that golden, that perhaps

faboulous, ase when women will have what has so long been denied them—
leisure and moneyand a room to themselves."
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introspective, hypersensitive women in her novels."
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