CHAPTER-IV

ROLE OF ORGANISATIONS IN THE AUTONOMY
MOVEMENT OF THE BODOS

A number of organization before the independerm@ec into existence for
socio- political upliftment of the Bodo society. dihdemand is mainly socio- political
related with the reformation of Bodo society anditipal safeguard of the Bodo
society. They did not think for autonomy. But aftiee independence, a group of Bodo

people realized the need of autonomy to protectpaeserve of their separate identity.
4.1.0 Plains Tribal Council of Assam (PTCA)

Political character of Tribal League wassdlved and changed it into a socio-
promotional organization as All Assam Tribal Sanghd952 and the majority of the
figurehead of the ATL either connected in the Qesg or set aside themselves from
party politics which produced the political vacuity tribal politics and it was
continued till the formation of PTCA."The hill tribes under the banner of All Party
Hills Leaders Conference (APHLC) were struggling separate state. Mrs Indira
Gandhi, Prime Minister of India, before the Mizo ibim delegation made an
announcement for re-organisation of Assam on 18alsl967. The announcement
encouraged the minds of the Bodo intellectual aodthe encouragement by the
statement, Bodo students’ “was formed the All B&lodents’ Union on 15 February,
1967. The ABSU had the mastermind behind the thbafpolitical aspiration and on
their enthusiasm and initiation within 12 days loé formation of ABSU, the Plains
Tribal Council was formed on 27 February, 1967 enhgashali Hall at Kokrajhar®”
The PTCA after formation of ad hoc district comemttformed the Plains Tribal
Council of Assam with Biruchan Doley and CharanZday as president and secretary

respectively.

1 Narzary, Charan, Dream for Udayachal and the Histo®iaifhs Tribal Council of Assam (PTCA,
1967-93),N.L. Publications,Kokrajhar, Guwahati,2011,p.39.

2 Narjinari, Haricharan, Reassertiveness of the @edbs, Subarna Rekha, Calcutta, 700009, 2000,
p.60.
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The Plains Tribal Council of Assam in @ed conference which was held at
Harisinga under the present district of UdalguhieTneeting talked about the troubles
of tribal in detail and resolved to go for separstige. “After full round of discussion
the council decides to move for full autonomy e fplains areas , which alone help
the rehabilitationof the tribal people and createofable conditions to grow according
to their own generou§.’The Plains Tribal Council of Assam (PTCA) demandssl
separate state to preserve the unique and digdieatity of culture, customs and land
rights of the tribal for effective checking fromammic exploitation by the non tribal
in tribal dominated localities.For that purposeg tmarty proposed the demand area
which includes the river Sonkoch in the west andiy@ain the east and Bhutan and
NEFA in the north and river Brahmaputra in the Bothe PTCA leaders with a view
to place the demand met president in New Delhisarmnitted the first memorandum

on demand of separate state visited on 20 May,.1967

The PTCA demanded of autonomy. The paldp actively participated in the
Roman Script Movement of 1974-75 and launched byRtdo Sahitya Sabha and All
Bodo Students’ Union. 18 Bodo people lost theiesivmany people crippled; houses

were gutted, borethe immeasurable police atrocities

The party upgraded the demand to separate stdtelapfachal in the form of Union
Territory on 2 December, 1972 and decided to olesdre 27 February as Udayachal
Demand Day.

4.2.0 Activities of the PTCA

The PTCA, to fulfill the hope and aspwas of the plains tribal submitted a
Memorandum to Dr, Jakir Hussain , President of dndand same was submitted
personally to Mrs. Indira Gandhi, Prime Ministerloflia. The party demanded the full
autonomy basically confined within the predominafgdins tribal area and Tribal
Belts and Blocks starts from river Sonkosh alorg ftiothills of Bhutan on NEFA on
the northern tracts of the river valley of BrahmisafiThe PTCA started a vigorous
public awareness rally in support of their demand aalled a poll boycott to the
Kokrajhar (ST) Parliamentary bye election in 196id 40 the second Kokrajhar (ST)

Parliamentary bye election in 1968 with a viewdgister a strong protest against the

% Narzaryopcit.p.43.

4 Narzaryp,cit,p.44
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deceitful delimitation of the ST(reserved) conditaies. Most of the people boycotted
the election responding the boycott called by tH&€R. The PTCA changed the
policy of boycott of election and showed the coefide in the electoral politics and
decided to participate in the elections becausty fiamly believed that all problems
of the people could be solved through the peasetdns, through the Parliament and
in the Legislative Assemblies. Mr. Charan Narz#&oy the first time was elected as the
Member of the Legislative Assembly from the Easkigphar (ST) constituency from
the PTCA in 1972. The PTCA announced the demansgepfrate Union Territory
state of Udayachal curving out of northern partshef Brahmaputra of Assam in a
press conference in New Delhi on December 2 in 194 PTCA launched a
vigorous mass movement in support of their demadmdughout the region of the
proposed separate state Udayachal. The PTCA dodedriéss demand of Udayachal
into an Autonomous Region if"4April, 1977 The decision taken by the party crdate
a resentment amongst the some of the membersoggepand well wishers and it
followed the bifurcation of the party as PTCA &itiCA (P).

The PTCA adopted various activities omead of separate state.The party also
participated in electoral politics in differentt®and parliamentary elections (from
1972 to 1983). Staged Demonstration at Boat Giu¥eéw Delhi on 2% April in
1983, 24 hour Rail Bandh on 27 April 1987, 24 hRail Roko Programme on 27
November1987,12 hour National Highway Blockade @rApril 1987, A six day
Mass Demonstration Programme from 9 November tNdvember infront of the
offices of the D.C, SDO, SDC, BDOs. There were ntbes 249 supporter and
followers have been sacrificed their lives in thevement launched by the PTCA.
The activities of the PTC Agradually lost its grautiue to the rise of popularity of
ABSU (U) and ended the autonomy movement of the R WEhout desirecbutcome.
4.3.0 United Tribal Nationalist Liberation Front (UTNLF)

All Bodo Students’ Union convened a general coneentof All Tribal
Organisations at Harisinga in Darrang District(nddalguri) to unite the whole tribal
political parties under one platform to achieve desired goal on 17,18 and 19 April,
1984. The resolution no.3 (three) stated “to fortdrated Action Committee to unify
all the plains tribal of the state in order to dewha separate state for the Plains Tribal

of Assam, and to advise and conduct a movementheee the same and to give
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effect to it. The unanimous opinion of all Plainsbéls to launch a united political
movement to achieve separate state be honouredthen@lements of PTCA(P),

“Young elements and PTCA be advised to unite andnass on a fresh political level,
this committee will decide its procedure, nomenok line of action and

constitution. This committee will consist of 21 meens® But PTCA did not respond

the call and later on, the chairman and the convBieai Khungur Basumatary and
Kanakeswar Narzary respectively floated a new ipaliparty in the name and style of
United Tribal Nationalist Liberation Front (UTNLK) 13 June, 1984.

The UTNLF to draw the attention of thev@oment of India and submitted 5
(five) memorandums to the union government. Theawoiation demanded Tribal
Homeland for the tribal of the northern part of Braaputra river curving out of
Assam on ¥ May,1984.Again the party submitted another memduanto Gyani
Zail Singh, President of India,and on behalf of thENLF Binai Khungur
Basumatary, MLA and Chairman , Kanakeswar Narz&pnvenor on 28 May 1984
demanding a separate state for the ST (Plainsyaymut of Assam. Likewiise, the
party submitted three memorandums urging the sdemeand to Rajiv Gandhi,
Prime Minister of India urging the same demand3ai July, 1686, 16 November,
1987 and in § May, 1988 respectively. The ABSU is also a pathi demand which

is one of the prominent students’ organizationsligf (North East India).
4.4.0 All Bodo Students’ Union (ABSU)

There were few Bodo students’ organizapaor to the present form of ABSU
but their existence confined only within the distrievel. The announcement stirred
the minds of the few youths and with initiative them All Bodo Students’ Union
(ABSU) was formed on the #7February 1967. The ABSU is also a part of the
demand of separate state.The present form of ABSWheé of the prominent students’
organizations of NEI (north east India). The ABSiihce its foundation has been

struggling for the unity, survival and prosperifytioe BodoS.

Datta, P.S , “Autonomy Movements of the Plains TapBktract of Resolutions Adopted by the All
Tribal Organisations Convention” Quoted in  Autonomy MovementsAssam, Omsons
Publications , New Delhi-27,1993,p.186.

6 ABSU Constituion Baganshali, Kokrajhar,1988,p.2
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4.4.1.0 The First stage
4.4.1.1 Age of Petition and Demand

The ABSU, though at the initial stageiady supported the PTCA but the
organization of its own submitted a number of mendums to the Union
Government urging the creation of separate stamesl972. The demand of separate
state movement got new momentum after the spliheforganisation as ABSU (U)
and ABSU (R ) at Rowta Conference in 1986.The AB&L to accelerate the
movement in right direction proposed to form sixngs. The All Bodo Students’
Union demanded a separate state in the form ofrUneritory. Later on deleted the
words Union Territory and demanded separate stat®olBnd. The name of the state,

its total area, and population as mentioned byABSU is given below-
4.4.4.2 The Proposed State: BODOLAND

Total Area: 2500 sg. km.
4.4.4.3 Boundary of Proposed Bodoland

The proposed Bodoland is bounded by Saidiythe east, river Sonkosh in the
west, Bhutan and Arunachal in the north and DhuBoingaigaon, Barpeta, Nalbari,

rural Kamrup, Darrang, Lakhimpur and Dibrugarh Béiss of Assam in the south.

Again the ABSU delegation led by Upendtath Brahma met the Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi and Home Minister Buta Singhd the President of India,
Gyani Zail Singh in January, 1987 in New Delhi aaubmitted a memorandum with
25demands.

The ABSU, again submitted another memduam“ Why Separate State”to the
President of India, the Prime Minister of India ahd Home Minister of India , New
Delhi on 18" November ,1987 for kind perusal and critical stadyg urged to create a
separate Union Territory and the same is also #&tdunto the Governor of Assam,
Mr, Bhisma Narayan Singhat Raj Bhawan , Guwahatl #re Chief Minister of
Assam, Mr .Prafulla Mahanta on January, 1987 wlthee ABSU sorted out the

problems of the tribal’'s and main points of 92 pditharter of Demands were like

7 ABSU, Why Separate State Bodoland, Bodofa House, i3&géi, Kokrajhar, BTC, 2010,P.7.
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language , literacy , economy, land, educationiosogltural, job, development, crisis

of identity, question of survival and political miéy etc,.
4.4.5.0 Age of Mobilisation and Consolidation

The ABSU (U) leader Upendra Nath Brahnmmoainced a vigorous mass

movement on ¥ March, 1987 suspending all other 92 demands ex&éptee) -
1. Formation of Bodoland curving out of Assam
2. Nilachal and Lalung Autonomous District.
3. Recognition of Bodo Kachari of Karbi Anglong distras Hill Tribes®

After a series of vigorous mass moveneentd manage to draw the attention of
the government.The government of India arrangeepdriite talk to study the
possibility of administrative legislative and fir@al mechanism within an
autonomous set up. Accordingly Government of Irafiastituted the committee vide
Notification No.11012/22/89-NE.IV(VOL.IV )on Z5February , 1991.

The Expert Committee visited Karbi Angiptudalguri, Gohpur, Kokrajhar and
some other places .But , the report of the comeitteuldnot satisfy ABSU.

The ABSU decided to participate in 19§éneral election and 9 (nine) ABSU
supported candidates elected as MLA viz- Karendrasuhatary, Jew Ram
Baro,Parameswar Brahma,Milan Boro,Derhagra MuslyahBajen Narzary, Kamal
Kumar Brahma and Kiren Borgoyari and lone MembUddParliament (MP) Satyendra
Nath Brhma Chodhury.

4.4.6 Age of Bargaining and Agreement

Finally, after the several round of talksMemorandum of Settlement known as
‘Bodo Accord (Appendix-ll' ) was signed in between the Central-State goverhmen
and ABSU-BPAC leaders in Guwahati on"2Bebruary 1993. Through the creation
of an administrative set up in the North Bank o&naputra river in the name and

style ‘Bodoland Autonomous Council, popularly knoas BAC incorporating the 38

Brahmachoudhury, B.L, Bodos (Kacharis)At a Glance, alriBesearch Institute, Bongaigaon,
Assam, 1993,p.54.

www.electioncommissionofindia.org.in, Statistical Repam General Election ,1991to the
Legislative Assembly of Assam, visited on 18 April, 2018.
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(thirty eight) subjects.Accordingly the organizatishun the violence.The leaders of
ABSU and BPAC soon realized that it cannot fulfiile autonomy aspirations of the
Bodos because of its number of loopholes. So th&WBnd BPAC rejected the
accord and resolved to fresh Bodoland Movement aieciog the Bodo Accord at the
28" Annual Conference of ABSU held in Langhin TiniafiKarbi-Anglong district on
3% and 4" and ' March. It also decided to revive the 3(three) fimdi above
mentioned demands. The conference also resolvelhutoch a mass democratic
movement to fulfill the demands. So accordinglyedes of fresh movement launched
by holding a Great Mass Rally at Kokrajhar on 041@96, 6 hour token hunger strike
at Dispur Last Gate on 19-08-96.,Great Mass Raludges Field , Guwahati on 28-
10-96. Gap between ABSU and NDFB followed the hgliof ABSU president
Swmbla Basumatary on 30-07-1997.Besides the abgi@tian programme, the
ABSU organized Hunger strike, public meeting, spedonvention, peace rally,
process of unification of (BPP(S) and BPP (P), ssbimn of memorandums to the

Union and State government.
4.4.7 Revival of the Movement

The ABSU realized that the BTC also faite fulfill the autonomy aspiration of
the tribal's in general and Bodos in particular.ARSU decided to revive the demand
of separate state Bodoland again and announcedM#ss Movement in a huge
gathering at Kajolgaon under the district of Chiamn 2° March 2010 and also
announced a series of programme of action to drewnattention of the state and the
Union government.

1) Submission of Memorandum on demand of separate Btadoland.

2) The ABSU again submitted a 9 (nine) pages memoranimuP. Chidambaram,
honourable Home Minister of India in New Delhi oandand of separate state of
Bodoland on % June , 2010.The ABSU in the said memorandum rassede

issues. It is said-

i) larger states create condition of regional dispaitd smaller state brings

balance.

i) the Bodo tribe is distinctly different from the pesmt dominant community

of Assam..
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iif) Land alienation problem.

iv) Protection and propagation of Bodo language

v) Proposed Bodoland area is economically viable #mgnother states.
vi) Deprivation from the law of the land.

So, keeping in mind the above points,ABSU proposed the state Bodoland
comprising total area of 25000 (twenty five thouBasquare kilometer i.e from river
Sonkosh in the west , Sadiya in the east , Bhutahfaunachal Pradesh in the north
and Dhubri, Bongaigaon, Barpeta, Nalbari , rurainfap , Darrang, Lakhimpur and

Dibrugarh Districts of Assam in the south.
Besides the above, the organization deinfi@nmore autonomy of-

i) Sixth Schedule of Karbi-Anglong, NC Hills, Mishimgutonomous Council,
Tiwa Council, Sonowal-Kachari Council Rabha Has@ayncil and inclusion
of Boro Kacharis of Karbi Anglong into the ST(Hjllsst.,

i) Giving special status to the Plains Tribes of As$iaing outside the proposed

Bodoland and other council areas.
iii) Boro Lnguage Promotion Bureau
iv) Creation of separate Bodo regiment under the Indramny and
v) Few other socio-economic and educational demé&hds.

This was also mentioned in a second booklet of “Wgparate State” leaflet
published by the ABSU.

Some of important series of movement launched yABSU and other organizations

jointly mentioned below-

3) The ABSU sent more than two lakhs letters toRhene Minister of India to create
Bodoland on the®August 2010.

4) The ABSU again submitted a memorandum on denwdrgkparate state to the
Prime Minister of India in 28 October 2010.

19 Why Separate State Bodoland, All Bodo Students’ UnimtoBa House, Baganshali, Kokrajhar,
Bodoland,2010,p.p4-5.
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5) Reminder of the Memorandum on demand of sepastdge Bodoland was
submitted to the Prime Minister of India througte tbeputy Commissioner of
Baksa District on the second March, 2011.

6) Reminder of Memorandum on demand of Bodoland s@bmitted through the
Deputy Commissioner of Baksa, Sonitpur, Dhemajd Goalpara respectively on
15" October, 2011

The ABSU intensified its movement aftéie tcabinet decision to create a
separate state of Telengana curving out of Andhaaldsh in 2013. The ABSU also
gave an ultimatum to create Bodoland state b} ®5 Agust 2013 along with
Telengana. The government of India formally invifed Tripartite talk through the
Deputy Commissioner of Kokrajhar District after iadefinite strike launched by the
ABSU at Kokrajhar along with the support of NDFB@®PF, UPDF, PJACBM and
Kuki State Demand Committee. So the first roundropartite talk was held on"™
September, 2013 and the fourth Round of talk wkwels held on 28 February, 2014
Mr.Sushil Kumar Shinde, the Union Home Ministemiresence of all Home Ministry
officials and Assam Government representativeseate work towards resolving the
Bodoland issue at the earliest possible and didettte officials to take all necessary
steps to this end. But, meanwhile general electibnLok Sabha of 2014 was

announced and ended the progress of talk.
The BJP in the Election Manifesto of Ap2i014 assured that-

“ The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) released tddayhe Lok Sabha Elections of
2014 , then BJP reiterates that it will sympattadly examine and appropriately
consider the long pending demands of the GorkihesAdivasis and other people of
Darjeeling district and the Dooars region ;Rajbdmgand other people of North
Bengal (including recognition of their languagepdawill take initiative for the
permanent solution of the pending issues of theoBaahd other tribals of Assam”
So accordingly NDA government arranged the Fifthuib of Tripartite talks on'd
June 2015.Again a Tripartite talks was held in Ghataon ¢' of January 2017.
Pramod Boro, the president of ABSU raised the deimfan creation of Bodoland
state.

1A state for Identity and Self-Respect, ABSU , NDFB@)d PJACMB, Korajhar, BTAD,
(Assam),2017,p.33.
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But after that no fruitful talks were held with tlhnion or State government. So the

ABSU threatened to intensify the movement and es@f movement launched by the

ABSU. The programmes were as follows-

i)

02-03-2017 = Bodoland Movement Day and Sub Divigidntellectual Meet
in each sub division.

6, 7 and 8 March, 2018= Women Cycle Rally at Clgrarganized by Central
ABSU.

18-03-2018 Friends of Bodoland Seminar at Gandht®&oundation, Gandhi
Ashram Hall, New Delhi.

19-03-2018 =Rally from Rajghat to Parliament Streetl in the evening
Candle March and lightning at India Gate.

25,26,27,28 and 29 March, 2019 =Women’s Cycle Raltyirce Bhergaon
A/CABSU)

Proposed Bodoland Map of ABSU (Source : ABSU, 2010)
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4.5.0Bodo Liberation Tigers (BLT)

Side by side along with the ABSU movement, due patly of the
government and atrocities of police upon the agitatgrew the mentality of
extremisms amongst a group of Bodo youths to aehibge goal of separate state of
Bodoland. So they decided to go ahead by givingth bf an insurgent group in the
name and style of Bodo Liberation Tigers (BLT) d® dune, 1996 at Alaikhungri
village under the district of Kokrajhaf.Later on, Hagrama Basumatary alias Thebela
and Derhasad Basumatary became the Chairman ameté&gcGeneral of the BLT
struggled for the Bodoland. The movement took devibshape and the movement
under the complete control of BLT. Government coltepeto invite the BLT to
discuss the issue of Bodoldid made an Accord through the Memorandum of
Settlement(MoS)Appendix -IIl') on 14" February 2003 to be known as Bodoland
Territorial Council (BTC) The ABSU and other Bodoganizations extended their
support through the letter of support and the ABSpended its demand of separate
state after the agreement with the BLT.The Bodol@editorial Area District has
been formed comprising the four districts viz- Kajkar, Chirang , Baksa and

Udalguri following the Agreement of BTC.
4.6.0 National Democratic Front of Bodoland (Progrssive) NDFB (P)

NDFB was founded at Odla Khasibari untter district of Udalguri on '3
October, 1986, originally under the name and stflé8oro Security Force (BSF)
with a motto of “Let us die for Boro nation, but ieot Boro nation die for us”. The
main principles and objective of BSF are to agselitical rights and the preservation
of distinct identity of the Boro people on the Ilsagf their historical foundation. The
organization was christened as the National Dentiocfaront of Boroland in

1994.The principles and ideology of the NDFB arainty to struggle for:-
1) Liberation of Boroland from the alien’s occupatamd expansionism,
2) Freedom of Boro nation from socio-economic andtjwali exploitation,

3) Establishing socialist society among the Boro peof promote unity,

equality and fraternity,

2 Moshahari, Premananda,ibid,p.215.
13 |bid,p.4.
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Upholding the sovereign entity of the Boro natforfA Welcome Address by
B. Swmkhwr, General Secretary, 23rd Anniversary eBeltion of the
Foundation Day of NDFB.

The organization was divided into twoctrans as NDFB(P) and NDFB(R)

headed by Dhirendra Boro and Ranjan Daimary resdet The NDFB (P) signed

the truce with the government of India orf"2@ay, 2005, with effect from*1June,

2005 and abandoned the demand of sovereign statelaBd but alternately

demanded the separate state Boroland within thiotgr of India. The organization

along with PJACBM submitted memorandum to Dr. Mahar Singh, Prime

Minister of India on 14 December, 2012 on demand of Boroland state aner oth

Indigenous Peoples, Issues. The Demands are-

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Expedite the NDFB(P)'s dialogue with the governmeift India in the
political level for immediate amicable solution tbie long standing demand

of Boroland state.

Create Boroland comprising 32 (thirty two) Tribaél®& and Blocks, Tribal
Sub plan area and adjoining tribal contiguous ameering 25,478 sq.km. on
the northern bank of Brahmaputra from the Sonkasérrin the west to
Sadiya in the east under the Article 2 and 3 wgécgal provision to Article
371(A) of the constitution of India.

Grant Sixth Schedule status to the existing Norrieral Autonomous
Councils for the indigenous tribal people such aRabha Hasong
Autonomous Council (RHAC),Tiwa Autonomous CouncilAC), Deuri
AutonomousCuncil (DAC), Thengal Autonomous Coun@AC),Sonowal
Autonoous Council (SAC),and Mishing Autonomous Calu(MAC),

Grant Scheduled Tribe status to all the sons ofsthie of Assam whoever

have been deprived of enjoying such right so far;

Grant Scheduled Tribe (Hill) status to the Boro geoliving in Karbi
Anglong Autonomous Council (KAAC) and Dima Hasao t&uomous
Territorial Council (DHATC) in the ST list of Assam

14 A Welcome Address by B. Swmkhwr, General Secretafy/8versary Celebration of Foundation
Day of NDFB, Sapkhati, Udalguri,2008’,d Bctober.
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6) Grant Schedule Tribe (Plain)to the Karbi and Garopte living in the plains
of the proposed Boroland area as well as in Assam lvave been recognized
as the Scheduled Tribe(Hill) in Assam.;

7) Detect and identify the illegal migrants on theibad Census Report of 1951
and the Electoral Roll of 1952 and deport thereottlie interest of safety and
security of India in general and for the indigenpasples of the North East in

particular;
8) Clear the Tribal Belts and Blocks in Assam froregil encroachment;

9) Save Bodo sons of the soil of Assam today from Batsgshi monsters to save
India. The same is submitted to P Chidambaram,a@@rdfukherjee, President
of India and Sushil Kumar Sinde, Union Home Ministé India.The first
dialogue with the government representative held b#' March, 2005 at
Darjeeling. Likewise more than 41 round of dialodpgdween Government of
India and NDFB (P) held at administrative level mat solution could be
achieved. The NDFB(P) within this span of time meveral leaders both
ruling and opposition parties and appealed thertake necessary steps for

early solution of the Boroland problem .

The first tripartite political dialogueith the NDFB(P) was held on 26-10-
2016 in New Delhi where Raj Nath Singh, Home Mimist Government of India,
Chandra Mohan Patowary from the government of wsaad Hagrama Mohilary,
BTC Chief and the leaders of the NDFB(P) attendethe meeting( ABSU NDFB
and PJACBM 2017:17,18). It was also decided thatrtxt meeting would be held
very soon but meeting was not held. So as per tbgrgmme announced, with the
initiative of the ABSU, PJACBM and NDFB (P)and URP( organised Maha
Dharna,Maha Satyagraha on 12,13 and 14 Decemlis, 2gain, the ABSU, NDFB
and PJACBM called for Road Blockade Programme odafuary, 2017. The
organizations withdrew its call of Road Blockadeeafjovernment assurance of talks
and accordingly dialogue was held in Kahiliparaw@hati on 9 January, 2017.But
the issue is still on the line of dialogue. The tCernas revived the talk with NDFB
both section (Ranjan and Progressive led by DhBemo). This 28 round of
tripartite talk held in Delhi on"2July 2018. The talk was chaired by Rajnath Singh,

Home Minister of India. Rajiv Gauba, Union Home f&¢ary Rani Mittal, Special
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Secretary of Internal Security, Satyendra GargntJ&ecretary, North East and
Bhabesh Kalita, State Irrigation Minister of Assamy. Das, Chief Secretary of
Assam, Kuladhar Saikia, DGP and Pallav Bhattach&pyecial DG of Assam while
Pramod Boro, ABSU President and Larence Islary,eGdrSecretary of ABSU and
Rakesh Boro, chief convener of PJACBM and otheddl2gations participated in the
talk. The meeting reviews the talks and assuredidtegation for amicable solution

of the problem by the Home Minister of India

Map of proposed Boroland of NDFB (P)
(source: NDFB (P) Publicity Secretary, 2005)
4.7.0 Bodoland Territorial Area District (BTAD)

The BTAD is an outcome of BTC Accord whiavas signed by the
Government of India, of Assam and the Bodo LiberafTigers (BLT) in 2003 In
pursuance of Government Notification No GAG (GBY/E®02/Pt/117/Dated 30
October, 2003 the governor of Assam pleased tonstitoted the new sub divisions
and district following the BTC Accord. The recdngtd districts are as follows-
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Kokrajhar District with (i) Kokrajhar Sadar Sub @Hion, ii) Gossaigaon Sub
Division
i) Chirang District head quarter at Kajolgaon) iBaksa District and iv) Udalguri

district.

4.8.0 Role of organizations in the autonomy movemewnf the Bodos

under the district of Baksa

4.8.1 Baksa District

Baksa district is situated in betweerb@5N and 27.0BN Latitude and 90.1%
E and 96.00° E. Baksa district has been created carving out of icedeeas of
Barpeta, Kamrup and Nalbari and a small portiorDafrang district following the
BTC accord as per the Assam Government NotificatioNo. GAG (B).
137/2002/Pt/117 Dated 8@ctober 2003 (Extraordinary).

4.8.2 The Historical Background

Some of the scholars believe that the origin of wloed Baksa is coming from the
name of Bhaskar Barma, a legendary king of Praglgptir. The Koch- Rabhas
called Bhaskar Barhai or Barahi

Another popular assumption is that thedvBaksa is the corrupted form of
Bhutani word Bangsa-a Dzonkha means a farmsteahgaway. Bhutia’s exploited

it as business and transit to the lowldhd.
4.8.3 The Geographical Boundary

The Baksa district is bounded by soveregjate of Bhutan, Chirang,
Bongaigaon Barpeta, Nalbari, Kamrup, Udalguri aratrBng district on the north,
west ,south and east respectively. The district (&s three subdivisions viz-

Mushalpur, Salbari and Tamulpur with Headquartéviashalpur.

5 Barkachari,Jogmohan,’Baksa: A New Administrative Sptof Bodoland”,in Gopinath Borgoyar
(ed) Khouseni Guthal, Souvenir, Bodo National ConventimdoBa Nwgwr, Kokrajhar, BTC,
2010,p.103.

18 www.baksa.gov.irvisited on 16.6.2017.
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4.8.4 People

The district of Baksa is a land of composculture. Different ethnic
communities, castes, religion have been living retnee the time immemorial. The
Bodos, Rabhas, Koches,Modahis, Sarania, Tea t@@®, Bengali, Nepali, religious
minority contributing to enrich the heritage tetdistrict of Baksa and in matters of
religion also different religion like Bathou,Brahraad other Hinduism, Christianity,
Islam, Budhism etc, are followed in this distridtost of the people of this district
speak the Assamese language and this languageeds ass lingua franca. Bodo
language is used amongst the Bodos. The majoritieopeople belongs to the great
Mongolian Bodo Group.The total population of Bakistrict is 857947 as per census
of 2011. Total ST population is 331007 (male16588d female 165373)

Literacy Rate in Baksa district is 69.26%ale77.03% and female 61.27%)
4.8.5 Economy

The economy of Baksa district is based on agriceltiost of the people’s
livelihood depends on the agricultural income. Thajor food corp is paddy.No
major industry is avalaible in this district. Ordgro based, ready made and garments
and embroidery, wood and furniture and few othecraiand small enterprises are

available
4.8.6 Road connectivity

There is only one one road connectivitytihe district of Baksa . Road
connectivuity is from north to south to highwayeessily accessible. From Kumarikata
to Rangia is well connected. Again Nikasi to Bandenor Pathsala to simla or Rupahi
to Sarupeta is well connected to reach the Natidhghway.But the connectivity
from east to west of the district is very miséeablo direct roadconnection is plying
from east to west or vice versa. The district lanly one Goreswar railway station

falls under Tamulpur sub division

T 1bid.
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4.9.0 All Bodo Students’Union (ABSU) in Bksa Birict
4.9.1 First Phase 1987-1993

Different organizations under the digto¢ Baksa (erstwhile Barpeta district,
Nalbari and Kamrup) played very active role in tetonomy movement of the
Bodos. Their role and activities may be discussedoilowing way- All Bodo
students’ of Barpeta (erstwhile) was established 1873.The president was
Manisankar Brahma and Secretary was Mahesh Banawheycentral committee of
ABSU decided to launch a vigorous mass movemerdemnand of separate state on
2" March, 1987. The Barpeta District ABSU also adgivieok part in the separate
state movement. The Barpeta district ABSU wasdéidiin two factions , one group
indirectly supported the PTCA and another factioanted to support and actively

participated in the separate state movement lathbki the central

ABSU.The Barpeta, Nalbari and Kamrup rdistalso took part in a mass
demonstration at Boat Club, New Delhi on 10 Noveni887. Mass Demonstration
was organized on that day. .Barpeta, Nalbari andrkip district ABSU actively took
part in in Huge Mass Rally programme held at Kigkaa town on 4 January,1988.
At that time there was a fratricidal attack amonbstBodos over the issue of support.
But the newly formed ad hoc committee ABSU of Baap®istrict under the
presidentship of Ramani Daimary and secretary &ardin Brahma in 28 August,
1989 decided to support the separate state movdmenthed by the central ABSU
and accordingly the ad hoc committee of BPAC alas formed and Dharma Kanta
Ramchiary was selected as president of the adBR#C and AATWWF was also
founded at the same year . Dipali Narzary and M&8wafargiary were the president
and secretary respectively and Bodoland movemesut gbt momentum. After a
vigourous mass movement ABSU, state GovernmnetGardral Government came
to an agreement on 20 February, 1993. The accosckm@vn as BAC. Binod Gayari
was the president BDC at the time of BAC AccdfdABSU of Barpeta , Nalbari and
Kamrup (erstwhile) also hailed the agreement débrmation of Bodoland
Autonomous Council (BAC), the The ABSU of Baksastict (All the three

erstwhile district Barpeta, Nalbari and Kamrup)iagy took part all the programmes

8 Boro, Sabi Ram : Barpea District ABSU in Sita Raams@matary (ed) Boro History of Barpoeta
District, A souvenir of Barpeat District Bodo Sahity@b8a, Baghmara, Baksa, Assam,2006, p342.
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of central ABSU as directed by the ABSU. In theomatmy movement of the Bodos
under the district of Baksa.The district of Baksavdn lost 183 persons in the

autonomy movement of the Bodos launched by the ABSU
4.9.2 Second Phase of the Movement (1996- 2003)

Though, there was a differences regartiegsupport of second phase of the
Bodoland movement under the district of Barpetalp&id and Kamrup but later on
Kamrup and Nalbari (erstwhile )decided to supplet iInovement participated in the
Bodo National Convention organized by the cemdaBU held in Guwahati in 12
December ,199%.

ABSU , Kamrup , Nalbari and Barpeta t{@lsle ) Bagsa District Committee
hailed the Memorandum of Settlement between BLTydBament of Assam and
Union Government of Indiawhich was held on 10 Fabyu2003.The ABSU directly
or in directly supported the BLT°.25 people have laid down their lives from 1996 to
10 February 2003 in the name of Bodoland moverffent.

More than 412 Bodo people were brutplipished by the police, military and
other arm forces, arrested and jailed. Rabin Brahnsan of Late Bramacharan
Brahma, under village No.2 Bhagpara Po. NarayaR@uBarbari age 32 years on
29-6-89 shoot by gun by the Assam Police forcesRoght hand shoulder and
physically handicapped since then and another ebearop brutality of police
personnel is Mr Jinaram Narzary,village-Brahmagw, Narayanpur PS Barbari55
years of age on 12-8-1992 brutally punished by sgalice and also arrested and
jailed for 4 months and since then he is physicladindicapped.and one Ghanshyam
Brahma, village-Santipur,PO Narayanpur age- 39 @7-90 brutally punished and
since then he is running a handicapped life.andi Hasumatary Village
Dwimugari,PO Motipur PS Barbari 62 years of agetdiy punished by Assam
Police and also with Army and jailed for two tim&snonths and another 4 months

and one Philip Basumatary son of Gobinda Basumatadger village No 2 Katligaon

19 Nripen Bopro , Informant Age (45) , Mushalpur.

20" Binod Mwsahary, Informant Age( 40), Tamulpur, Rupjit Bdndormant Age (27), Pamua pather,
Mushalpur, and Lachit Swargiary, Informant Age 55, Rupabhi.

2L Source ABSU/BDC, Mushalpur, List of Martyrs During Baatad Movement (1996 -2003, 18.06).
2018.
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,PS Barbari age 17 years also arrested by AssaiceRuld jailed for 5 months. More
than 1712 household of Bodo people of Baksa disatg8o suffered the properties and
Household damaged during Bodoland movement. (1988

4.9.3 Third Phase of the Movement (2010-2019)

The third phase of the movement stated BhN\2arch, 2010. A huge Mass
Gathering was organized by the central ABSU at Kgpgon under the district of
Chirang. More than 20,000 (twenty thousand ) pedpden the district of Baksa
participated in the said Mass Gathering and PdafBoro, president ABSU
announced the third phase of separate state Batlolamement. The ABSU rejected
the BTC, because, it could not fulfill the aspioat of the Bodos.The ABSU/ BDC
also actively took part in the third phase of saparstate. The ABSU of Baksa
District participated other agitational programniee IDharna, Hunger Strike, Mass
Rally, organized seminar, awareness programme (3ally , Bike Rally, National
Highway Blockade, Hunger strike Mass Rally, , Ldvigrch, Mass Crying,observed
betrayal Day, Organised ilntellectual Meet. RailkBgrogramme,Maha Dharna in
New Delhi etc?® The third and final phase of the Bodoland mosenended in the
year 2019. No single people died or injured or &img of atrocities or fratricidal
attack also not happened during this third phaseseyarate state Bodoland

Movement?*

4.10.0 Role of organizations in the autonomy movemeof the Bodos
under the district of Udalguri

Udalguri District

The District of Udalguri is situated bewwn 2646/ and 2677 North Latitude
and 9208 nd 9515 East Longitudé® Udalguri district is outcome of BTC Accord
and created in 2005.

4.10.1Geographic Boundary

22 source: ABSU/ BDC, Mushalpur, Statement Showing thesieally Handicaps/ Victims Injury

During Bodoland Movement (1987-2003) ,2016.
% Source: Head Office/BDC ,ABSU Mushalpur, Bagsa.
24 Source: Nripen Boro, age 45, President, ABSU/ BDQ922020).
% www.udalguri.gov.in visited in 8 March,2018.
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The district is bounded by Sonitpur dcston the east, Baksa district in the

west, Bhutan and Arunachal in the north and orstheh Darrang district.
4.10.2 The Historical Background

The origin of the name of Udalguri lies with a ledethat , this area was
earlier a dense forest with plenty @tlal (Stercullia villosa Roxb) tree. Thejori
(rope) of the bark of th®©dal tree was used to knot the elepehant. So in ecafrs
time the wordOdaljuri corrupted to Odalguri> Udalgafi

4.10.3 People

The district of Udalguri is a land of cpasite culture. Different ethnic
communities, castes, religion have been living retnee the time immemorial. The
Bodos, Rabhas, Koches,Modahis, Sarania, Tea tril@sp, Bengali, Barpetia
Assamese, Nepali, religious minority contributitay enrich the heritage to the
district of Udalguri and in matters of religionqgme follow different religion like
Bathou,Brahma,and other Hinduism, Christianityans] Budhism etc,. Most of the
people of this district speak the Assamese langwagk this language is used as
lingua franca. Bodo language is used amongst thdo®oThe total population of
Udalguri district is 758746 as per census of 2011.

4.11.0 All Bodo Students’ Union (ABSU) IN UdalguriDistrict

Darrang district ABSU was founded in yfear 1970. Doleswar Boro and Biren
Brahma was the first president and Genearl Segregsmpectively. The ABSU has
been working relentlessly for the protection ofniiy , unity of the Bodos since its
foundation. The demand of separate state Bodolaigihated from Rowta in the
district of Darrang (erstwhile). The I®Hisorical Conference of the ABSU was held
at Rowta in the district of Darrang(erstwhile) fraviay 28" to 3F'. In the delegate
session, the issues of political rights of the Bodere raised. Here, the demand of
other political parties like PTCA, UTNLF such asyadhal, Mishin Bodoland were
highly cricised and discarded. Later, Political iRgyas separate state in the name and
style as Bodoland was adopted. Many ABSU leaddtrtHe delegate session as they

were against the demand of separate state Bodol&wedABSU was divided as Niren

% Baro, Pramila, A study of socio- cultural and rieligs beliefs and practices of the Bodos under the
district of Udalguri, Assam, 2016,p.25.
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Sainary (S) group and Upendra Nath Brahma (U) grang in the last delegate
session Upendra Nath Brahma was elected as théedéhmeof the ABSU in the
conference held at Rowta under the erstwhile distifi Darrang on 31 May in 1986.
From his leadership movement of separate got amementum and announces the
demand of separate state Bodolnd at Kokrajhar @hNarch 1987. The ABSU of
Darrang District also participated at that hugéngahgat Kokrajhar. From the date of
announcemen the Darrang District Committee ABS&b alctively took part in the
Bodoland movement launched by the All Bodo Studddison.The ABSU adopted
several means to fulfill the aspirationsof the safastate.Some of the programmes
where Darrang District Committee ABSU also tooktpagry actively mentioned

below-
4.11.1 First Phase (1987-1993)

ABSU of Darrang District also participdtat Mass Gathering organized by the
ABSU on 29 March 1987 at Kokrajhar and in district level addlguri. ABSU
leaders announced the aims and objectives of thement and appealed the people
to extend their support constantly until the statghwould be created. The mass
Gathering was guided by Khagen Chandra Basumagtaegident, ABSU/DDC and
Maheswar Basumaatary, Secretary, ABSU / DDC

The central ABSU organized a Mass Gattlgeait Judges Field Guwahati on 12
June 1987. The Bodo people under the leadershipgaithnce of ABSU/ DDC
rushed to the gathering but they were not allowedyd to participate in the said
gathering by the Darrang District AdministrationeTBodo people were stopped by
the DC and SP of Darrang District at Mangaldailuhgjot over by the evening.

The Three Men Expert Committee alsotegsiUdalguri.All Bodo Student’s
Union, Darrang District Committee and Bodo Peopdesion Committee (BPAC)
submitted a memorandum to the Committee on mattereation of a separate state

Bodoland and other issues on 28 September,1991.
The memorandum urged for-

1. Creation of separate state Bodoland
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2. Suspension of police atrocities and withdrawl opasing draconian Black
Acts like The Disturbed Area Act , the AFSPA andpbitory order undwer
section 144 Cr PC

The memorandum also places brief salieatures of Darrang containg the
background - historical, political, social cultyraducational backgrounds of the
Bodos and other vital aspects in support of separmstate Bodoland. The
memorandum was signed by Gajen Hazwary, Presi@amtang District Committee
ABSU and 202 others from different organizatihs.

ABSU,BPAC, ATTWF of Darrang District Coniittee (now Udalguri) and
Jew Ram Boro MLA of Kalaigaon Constituency and Diath Das, Social
worker,Tangla jointly submitted a memorandum to Brane Minister through the
Deputy Commissioner , Darrang to settle the BaablBroblem and other problems

immediately on 16 October,1992. The full Text ¢ themorandum as followes-
To,

The Prime Minister of India

New Delhi,

Through the Deputy Commissioner, Darrang, Mangaldai

Dated Mangaldaithe 1BOctober, 1992

Sub: An appeal to settle Bodoland Problem and qifaslems immediately.
Honourable Sir,

With esteemed honour, the Darrang Disttiommittee of All Bodo Students’
Ubion and Bodo People’s Action Committee desirenform you that the Darrang
District ABSU and BPAC had staged token hungekstet the front of the court of
the Deputy Commissioner, Darrang, Mangaldai astipemprogramme choked by the
Central Committee ABSU and BPAC on Demand of imratdacceptable solution of
the Bodoland problems and other ethnic and polijcablems of the Bodos. The
activist of the All Bodo Students’ Union , Bodo Rep Action Committee., Tribal

27 A Memorandum to Dr. Bhupinder Singh Chairaman, Dr. KS Singmber , Shri A.M Gokhale,
Member Secretary The Three Men Expert Committee, ABSId BPAC Darrang District
Committee, Udalguri 28 September, 1991, pp.2-3.
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Women Welfare Federation who came to joit the 8@idpours hunger strike had
been courted and arrested. The Dist. ABSU and BEBAffessed grave concern over

this arrest against the peaceful agitators.

All Bodo Students’ Union and Bodo Peopl&ction Committee further urge
upon the Central Government of India to solve tleld@and problem in peaceful and

democratic way without delay.

Thanking You
Yours Faithfully,
1. ( Gajen Hajowary)

President, Darrang District Committee,
ABSU

2. (Madhu Ram Boro)

Darrang District Committee,ABSU
3. Nanda Ram Boro,

Vice Chairman,

Central Committee,BPAC

4. (Khagen Basumatary)

Press Spokesman,

Central Committee,ABSU

5.Jew Ram Boro,MLA, Kalaigaon
Constituency

6. Dina Nath Das

7. Miss Pratima Kachari, President
DDC/AATWWE

All total 165(one sixty five) people died in thersi phase of Bodoland
Movement®

4.11.2 Second Phase of the Movement (1996-2003)

This phase was basically under the cordfdBodo Liberation of Tigers. The
ABSU and other wngs of ABSU morally supported tleamand of separate state
Bodoland. Because the demand was same-separa&d keatifference was the way
adopted by the BLT and ABSU, former believed inlem struggle within the

% List of Martyrs during ABSU movement for Bodoland under DagraDistrict upto20th
February,1993 in Udangshri Swarang Kachari (ed)Somni Thandwithpiece of Darrang District
ABSU, vol-iii, Orang, 2002,P.57.



107

constitution of India and later believed in demécrand peaceful mass movement.
Mitha Ram Boro, Bonjar Daimary, Maheswar Boro wemne of the prominent
leaders of the BLT from the district of Udalg@tiMithaRam Boro is one of the
siginitories of BTC Accord of 2003.

4.11.3 & Phase of the Movement (2010-2019)

Third Phase of the separate state Bodosamded from 2' March 2010. The
ABSU rejected the BTC alleging the failure to flilthe aspirations of the Bodo
people. Udalguri District ABSU also supported tbeival of the Bodoland movement
and all the office bearer of Udalguri District ABSahd members of Anchalik
Committee/ ABSU patrticipated in the mass gathedrganized by the central ABSU
at Kajol gaort®

Udalguri District ABSU was very activeparticipated all the programmes as
directed by the central ABSU, worked for awarenem®paign,Mass Rally, Dharna
Maha Dharna, Seminar, Mass Crying , Rail Roko mogne, E Movement , Mass
Gathering , Cycle Rally Intellectual meet, Massyerdor success of talks, Highway
Bandh, Hunger strike, Special convention on soailitipal issues , Mass Gathering ,

electoral politics Submission of memorandums @tcsupport of Bodoland.
4.12.0 Conclusion

PTCA, the first plains tribal political party of A&am demanded for full
autonomy in the plain areas. Later on, the partgateled separate state Udayachal to
preserve unique and distinct identity of the tribEte proposed demand area which
included Sadiya in the east, river Sonkosh in testywBhutan and NEFA in the north
and the Brahmputra river in the South in the name style of Udayachal in 1972.
The PTCA ,to get the support of the people andGbgernment in favour of the
demand for separate state adopted various denwpraans. They contested both in
the Parliamentary and the Assam Legislative Ass$gmlections and could able to
win in few seats in the Legislative Assembly andnir Kokrajhar Parliamentary
Constiuency. The party gave up the demand for agpatate and downgraded the

demand to Autonomous Region and became the awalpartner in the Janta

29 Nripen Baro, age 40 , Informant, Town — Tangla.
%0 Source: ABSU Head office , Udalguri District Coittee.
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Government in 1977. Denouncement of the demanddparate state by the party
hurted separate state aspirant people and thauiggitrayal and sacrificed the demand
for separate state for lust for power.So, the ma@ of the PTCA ended without
desired outcome. UTNL also raised the same voiteduwid not attract the mass .So,
ABSU came forward and organized a vigourous massement on demand of
separate state Bodolandm froff March,1987. The first phase of separate state
movement ended with the following of the BODO Aatan 10 February in 1993
ABSU. But d, due to the shortcomings of the AccoABSU rejected the BAC and
again started the movement from 1996. Side by isely formed BLT also started
iolenent arms struggle for the separate state adeceit with the BTC Accord in
2003. The Bodo people of Baksa and Udalguri at$ively took part in the separate
state movement launched by the different orgarinatMost of the people died in the
first phase of the movement launched by ABSU. Bb#h democratic and violent
method was adopted in this phase.The second phasevieient. This phase was
under the control of BLT and the third pahse way yeeaceful, democratic. There
was no loss of life and property, injury, fratrialdattack in the third phase of
Bodoland movement.The important incident of thedthghase is the joing hands of
the NDFB (P) with ABSU.
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