
xi 
 

CONTENTS 

 

                Page No. 

Certificate                 i  

Declaration                ii  

Acknowledgement               iii  

List of Tables                      iv-v  

List of Figures                     vi 

Map                      vii 

Glossary                     viii-x 

Contents           xi-xiv 

 

CHAPTER I                    INTRODUCTION                1-32  

1.1 History of the Assam Duars       3-5 

1.2 History of British intervention in Assam      5-13 

1.3 Importance of the Assam Duars                   13-15 

1.4 Statement of the problem        15 

1.5 Objectives of the study        16 

1.6 Research Question        16 

1.7 Methodology         16 

1.8 Survey of the Literature        17-23 

1.9 Utility of the Study        23 

1.10 Area of the Study        24 

1.11 Chapterisation         24-25 



xii 
 

CHAPTER II    BRITISH INTERVENTION IN ASSAM DUARS              33-62 

2.1 Introduction                     33-35 

2.2 Wasteland Grant          35-37 

2.3 Land and Revenue Administration      38-40 

2.4 Tea cultivation in Assam Duars       40-46 

2.5 Labour in Tea Plantations        47-49 

2.6 Development of Transport and Communication     49-50 

2.7 Communication Network        50-51 

2.8 Development of roads in Darrang and Kamrup Duars     51-53 

2.9 Railways          53-54 

2.10 Lac and Rubber         55-56 

 

CHAPTER III          TRADE FAIRS IN ASSAM DUARS    63-98 

3.1 Introduction                     63-65 

3.2 Mode of transaction        65 

3.3 Restoration and establishment of trade fairs                65-66 

3.4 Trade fairs in Assam Duars of Darrang district      66 

3.4.1 Udalguri Trade Fair                   66-75 

3.4.2 Kherkheria Trade Fair        75-78 

3.4.3 Doimara Trade Fair                    78-82 

3.5 Trade fairs in Assam Duars of Kamrup District      82-83 

3.5.1 Darranga Trade Fair                    83-85 

3.5.2 Subankhata Trade Fair         85-86 

3.6 Trade Policy of Colonial Government        86-87 

CHAPTER IV      HAATS AND BAZAARS IN ASSAM DUARS  99-131 

4.1 Introduction          99 

4.2 Growing importance of markets (haats)       100-101 

4.3 Haats or Bazaars in Assam Duars                             101-103 



xiii 
 

4.4 Haulage of goods in markets and haats       103-104 

4.5 Markets or haats under Buriguma Duar       104-105 

4.5.1 Paneri          105-106 

4.5.2 Harisinga         106 

4.5.3 Kalaigaon         106-107 

4.5.4 Rota or Rowta         107 

4.6 Markets or haats under Khaling Duar      107-108 

4.6.1 Tangla          108-109 

4.6.2 Mangaldai         109 

4.7 Markets or haats under Garkola Duar      109-110 

4.8 Markets or haats under Banska Duar      110-111 

4.8.1 Rangia          111-112 

4.8.2 Nalbari          112 

4.9 Markets or haats under Chapaguri Duar       112-114 

4.10 Markets or haats under Chapakhamar Duar     114 

4.11 Markets or haats under Bijni Duar (Kamrup)     114-115 

4.11.1 Barpeta          116  

4.12 Price of Commodities        116-118 

4.13 Tribes and Communities engaged in trade with Bhutan     118-119 

4.14 Medium of transaction and weight measuring tools used in haats  119-122 

 

CHAPTER V  SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACT OF FRONTIER TRADE IN ASSAM 

DUARS          132-151

      

5.1 Introduction         132 



xiv 
 

5.2 Socio-economic impact of frontier trade      132-141 

5.3 Introduction of European Goods       141-144 

5.4 Bhairabkunda         144 

5.5 Jorpukhuri          145-146

           

CHAPTER VI        CONCLUSION     152-158 

6.1 Findings                     156 

6.1.1 British interest in the restoration of trade fairs     156 

6.1.2 Development of trade fairs, markets or haats into towns   156 

6.1.3 Change in the commodities of trade      157 

6.1.4 Change in the mode of transactions      157 

6.1.5 Deterioration of indigenous industries      157 

6.1.6 Change in merchants and traders                 157-158 

6.1.7 Demographic changes        158 

6.1.8 Imbalance of trade        158 

6.2 Research Prospect for future researchers                 158 

BIBLIOGRAPHY          159-171 

APPENDICES         172-180 


