CHAPTER II

Genealogy of the Bijni Raj Dynasty

The genealogy of the Bijni Raj Dynasty has its @whare of controversy. But before the
discussion of genealogy of the BijRajasit is indispensable to highlight the origin of tBgni
Rajas The great Koch King Naranaryan ruled over the lKé&mgdom with a grand manner.
However towards the end of his rule, his nephewgtlrR@ev Narayan’ (son of Chilarai)
dismayed against his uncle, king Naranarayan. Kidaganarayan however did not start any
punitive action against Raghudev Narayan. He moelgraffered the eastern part of his big
Koch kingdom to Raghudev Narayan in order to stagyafrom family quarrel in 1581 A.D.
River Sonkosh, which flows through old Goalparatriis and new Dhubri district was
acknowledged as a separating line between two Koadoms. Yet Raghudev Narayan was not
an independent ruler. He had to pay yearly trikat&ing Naranarayan. The newly generated

kingdom was named ‘Koch Hajo’.

King Naranarayan died in 1587 A.D., at the ag&®fyears. At his old age, a son was
born to him, who was named as Lakshminarayan. @islyche became the future inheritor for
the throne of Koch Bihar. Raghudev Narayan (Chilsuson), became dissatisfied with all these
developments, because Lakshminarayan was youndg@emtdSo Raghudev Narayan threw away
his allegiance to the Koch Bihar Kingdom and affiansovereignty for his kingdom ‘Koch
Hajo’.? However Raghudev Narayan was very soon murderesbine miscreant, as a result of
which his son Parikshit Narayan was declared astb¢he throne. Likewise his father, Parikshit
Narayan also acknowledged total autonomy of KocfjpHangdom and started a war in

opposition to his uncle. Thus civil war began betwehe two Koch kingdonts.

The civil war continued for nineteen years anchiibe Koch Kingdoms suffered badly
throughout the period of Civil War. Another remasleadevelopment of this Civil War was that
Koch Bihar king Lakshminarayan sought the help frivoghal authority to fight against

Parikshit Narayan of Koch Hajo. Similarly Parikshiarayan also approached the Ahoms, who



were ruling in the east, for help in fighting agstithe king Lakshminaraydnin course of the
war, Koch Hajo king Parikshit Narayan was impristri®y the Mughal armed force and was
taken to Dacca. Koch Bihar king Lakshminarayan &bst to obey the orders of the Mughal king
Jahangir, which were served through tdewab of Dacca. All these developments greatly
dissatisfied the subjects of ‘Koch Bihar’ and ‘Kodhjo’.> The dissatisfaction of the masses rose
so high in both the Koch kingdoms that, they augedim rebellion against foreign intervention

in the administration.

The Mughal king Jahangir observed all these deweémts very carefully and released
king Parikshit Narayan at Delhi. Parikshit Narayatso showed his repentance at the
consequence of the Civil War and became very sachi®way back to Koch Hajo, he died in
1616 A.D., at Tribeni Sangam, Allahabad. Koch Bikarg Lakshminarayan also became very
sad and unhappy that he left his kingdom and tedetimself at Koch Hajo and lived there till
his death in 1627 A.5.Demise of Parikshit Narayan opened a new roadhieremergence of
Bijni Raj on the remnant of the Koch Hajo Kingdonie responsibility for the organization of a
new kingdom was taken up by Chandra Narayan (Bigrayan), efficient son of Parikshit

Narayan’.
2.1. Chandra Narayan (Bijit Narayan):

After the death of Parikshit Narayan his son Charbrayan alias Bijit Narayan curved
out a part of Koch Hajo kingdom and gave it a nemna ‘Bijni’. He became the king of the
newly recreated Bijni kingdom. For this purpose, Haal to take a writtefrarman from the
Mughal emperof. The northern boundary of this new kingdom was oedeby ‘Bhutan hills’.
On the southern side, there was ‘Mandachal’ abaget part of Garo hills. On the eastern side
there was river ‘Manas’ and on the western sidetettwas river ‘Sonkosh’. The geographical
area of Goalpara district created by East India Gamg in 1822 is roughly the area covered by
Bijni Kingdom?

After the grant of Charter by the Mughal king, @deanarayan ruled in Bijni from 1671
to 1696 A.D. He may be regarded as the real fouati&ijni Kingdom. He set up the centre of
administration at a place named Bijni and beganl®the newly created state. It was from him,

that the newly created Bijni Kingdom and the BiRoyal dynasty startef. Chandranarayan



paid an annual tribute of Rs. 5998/- to the Mughkiag. Later on, 68 elephants were given
annually in lieu of cash. But due to inconvenientéransporting the elephants to the Mughal
territory, it was again decided to pay the tributehe form of money. This time it was fixed at
Rs. 2000/- annually. According to the sourcestigftTarini Sen, Chandranarayan ruled in Bijni
Kingdom from 1671 to 1693 A.B.

2.2. Raja Jay Narayan:

After the death of Chandranarayan, his son Jayydar was affirmed as king of Bijni
Rajya He was only two years old, when he ascendedhttomé¢. During the reign of this minor
king Jay Narayan, Ramsingha, the Mughal gener&lugfhal king Jahangir invaded Assam. The
attack was led against the Ahom king and the kihtparangi Rajyd, who was an ally of the
Ahom king*? The invasion of Ramsingha had to proceed throungh Bijni Rajya So the
cooperation of BijniRaja and his subjects was necessary for the Mughal .afdfiycourse,
Ramsingha was experienced enough and he couldalr&mds of collaboration from the Bijni

Rajaand his subjects.

The Bijni King Jay Narayan helped the Mughal inmadliberally. He hoped that after the
invasion against the Ahoms was over he would bergihe status of an independent king. He
sought to make himself free from the burden of pgynnual tribute to the Mughals. Ramsingha
being a Hindu easily mixed up with the people ghBRajya He had many Rajput soldiers in
his army, who were Hindus. Ramsingha liberally emaged them to marry Hindu girls,
specially from Koch Rajbongshi communifyHealthy and warlike youths of Hindu community
were admitted into the Mughal army. They were ofcminelp for the Mughals in fighting
against the Ahom king.

There is a place named ‘Boitamari’ in the disto€tpresent Bongaigaon. It is said that
there was a big camp of Mughal army at this pl&m®ene stone pillars can be seen at Boitamari
and nearby places like Amguri, Dewangaon, Dhaknagtar These were probably the ruins of
some revenue offices under the Muslim&wabof Dacca). Some ponds were also dug by the
Mughal army near Boitamari. These were Gapakhuri Padmgpukhuri Bhot pukhuri Dighi

pukhurietc



There is a huge embankment towards the northel® ai present Abhayapuri town,
which is known as ‘RanRajar Garh' It is said that, Mughal general Ramsingha inrharch
towards Guwahati to fight against the Ahom Armycasated this embankment. During the big
earthquake of 1897 &ivlingd and stone plate have come out from this embankmidrus the
route to Guwabhati followed by Ramsingha to fightiagt the Ahoms still bears testimony of
Ramsingha’s great march.

The joint army of Mughal general Ramsingha anaiBijng Jay Narayan fought against
the Ahom army. In this battle, Jay Narayan andanisy fought so bravely that Ramsingha was
very much impressed. He wrote a letter to the Mugimg Jahangir that, Jay Narayan should be
allowed to use the titleRaja before his namé® The Mughal king accepted the proposal. From
that time, the rulers of Bijni Estate used theetitRaja before their names. Later on the title
‘Raja was acknowledged by the British rulers of Indisod’

But theNawabof Dacca did not like the act of using the tiRaja by the Bijni king. He
considered it to be an insult to theawab So he was aggrieved. MeanwhiRgja Jay Narayan
married a very beautiful girl ofGopd Community (community of milkman) following the
GandharvaSystem. Jay Narayan already had married threenqu@&ait there were no children
from their side'®

The Nawabof Dacca was not satisfied with Jay Narayan. He a@posed to the use of
the title Rajd by the Bijni king. So th&Nawabinvited Jay Narayan. When Jay Narayan with his
newly married wife reached Dacca, he was made taveamn the plea of misrule in his kingdom.
Jay Narayan had to remain there for several yeas @ptive. His newly married queen gave
birth to three sons, one after another. Their nawese, Shivnharayan, Harnarayan and
Dugdhanarayan. However Jay Narayan had to diecaptave. After the death of Jay Narayan,
his three sons were sent to Bijni by tdawab These three princes, though very much loyal to
the Nawabduring their stay at Dacca, revolted immediatdtgrathey reached their state (Bijni).
The Nawabsent punitive forces and prince Harnarayan antcprbugdhanarayan were arrested.
Prince Shivnarayan absconded himself and took esfingler the Bijni ruler Chatursirtg.

The existence of Chatursing on the throne of Biptate was itself an exceptional

incident. WherRaja Jay Narayan was under house-arrest at Daccadthaiatration of Bijni



deteriorated to a great extent. Under such circamests some well wishers of Bijitajya
decided to nominate one Dayal Sing to the throreyTfound many kingly qualities in him,
though he was a common man. Jay Naralgaa of Bijni was under house-arrest at that time in
Dacca. The important personalities of Bijni apptest Devaraj also, who was the administrator
of lower Bhutan, neighbouring Bijni. Bhutan king \2&aj also helped Dayalsing in becoming
the ruler of Bijni Kingdonf® Dayalsing was a good ruler. He died after a fearyef good
administration. After him, his son Chatursing aslsehthe throne of Bijni. During this period
Shivnarayan and Dugdhanarayan, both son of Jayyllaraame to Bijni and approached

Chatursing. Chatursing though not happy at heasicamed them to the Bijni Estate.

All of them put their heads together and decidedittack theNawab of Bengal. But
Chatursing was a born conspirator. He made a oc@ugpiof betraying Shivnarayan and
Dugdhanarayan, in the midst of war. Accordinglye thar started and Chatursing, instead of
fighting against the Mughal army, began to kill Hreny and soldiers of Bijni i.e. of Shivharayan
and Dugdhanarayan. Shivnarayan fled away from thttlefield and reached Bhutan. He
approached the king of Bhutan for help. It was witle help of the Bhutan king Devaraj,
Chatursing was completely defeated by Shivnardy&hatursing fled away. Mugh&adshah
and his subordinate ruler, thNeawabof Dacca made a treaty with Shivnarayan. Shivrerdad
to pay a nominal tribute of 68 elephants annu#ligg Shivnarayan ruled for forty years. He had
five queens, who gave birth to 18 sons. Among tlsess, Vijaynarayan was formally enthroned

by king Shivnarayan during his life time. Shivnaaydied in the year 1758 A 3.
2.3. Raja Vijaynarayan:

Vijaynarayan was the seventh son of the deceasedShivnarayan, who had eighteen
sons. His mother was Kamini Devi, who was the chigfen of king Shivnarayan. The accession
of Vijaynarayan was not liked by his brothers, mamportant officials of the court and many
influential persons of Bijni kingdom. Naturally,d started conspiracy against Vijaynarayan in
order to throw him out of power. On the other hdtaja Vijaynarayan was so simple and

religious person that he pardoned them every fime.

Taking opportunity of the simplicity of the kingne Balaram Choudhury alias Kamal

Lochan Choudhury, who was the care taker of Mechpad TisimpuParganajoined hands



with the representative @adshahof Delhi. He prayed th&lawabof Dacca, to make him the
Raja of Mechpara Estate. Thus he wanted to become etetplfree from the control of Bijni
RajaVijaynarayan. The creation of Mechpatamindaryweakened the Bijni kingdom to a great
extent. Henceforth the rule of Mechpara Estate diegtt relation with théNawabof Dacca in

matters of administration and annual tribtfte.

King Vijaynarayan ruled from 1759 A.D. to 1770 A.During his reign the British East
India Company started trade and commerce in Asssmn At that time there was a river port at
Goalpara, on the banks of river Brahmaputra. Tl was naturally under the jurisdiction of
Bijni Rajya But the British authorities did not take any pesion from Vijaynarayan, the ruler
of Bijni. The British authorities kept some armexddsers also at the river port at Goalpara. This
led to controversy and resulted in a battle betwberarmy of Vijaynarayan and the British East
India Company. Vijaynarayan was defeated in theldand he was sent to Calcutta as a
prisoner. While going to Calcutta, he wanted toehawbath in the holy river Ganges. But while
taking bath, he was unexpectedly knocked down ley deep water of the river and died.

Probably it was a conspiracy made by the Britistharities>

After the death of Vijaynarayan, again anarchytsthin Bijni Kingdom. Many relatives
of the deceased king submitted their rival claimsbecome the king of Bijni. A prince,
Rudranarayan by name forcibly ascended the thraoitle te help of the British East India
Company. As a result the future of three sons ef deceased king Vijaynarayan became
uncertain. At this juncture, one intelligent andgent man, namely Budharu Ram Baruah, along
with the three sons of Vijaynarayan, approachedihg of Bhutan for help. The king of Bhutan
agreed to help them and selected the middle pfg®meond son of Vijaynarayan) to be the king
of Bijni. He also agreed to send an army to Bijge@npanying them. Prince Mukundanarayan
along with his brothers and the army of Bhutan kimegovered Bijni from the hands of
Rudranarayan, the usurper. Rudranarayan fled angdakundanarayan formally ascended the

throne of Bijni%®

2.4.Raja M ukundanarayan:



Raja Mukundanarayan was an intelligent man. As he was IBving and God fearing,
his own brothers Devinarayan and Mahendranaraked him and believed him. Administration

was conducted in a smooth manner, which result@eéace and tranquillity in Bijni Kingdom.

Mukundanarayan had seven queens, but none ofliadrbeen able to give an heir to the
throne. So Mukundanarayan adopted his nephew Bediyan (son of his elder brother
Devinarayan) as an heir to the throne. Mukundarsardnad deep respect for his elder brother
Devinarayan. So the sudden death of his elder érottoved him so much that he himself died
after two and half months of his elder brother'atie Mukundanarayan died in 1788 A.D. It was
during the reign of Mukundanarayan that, twarganas of Bijni kingdom (Chapar and

Mechpara) separated itself from Bijni and came uiiest India Compan?/.
2.5.Raja Haridevnarayan:

After Mukundanarayan, his adopted son Balitnaragfaould have ascended the throne of
Bijni. But he was a minor. The East India Compaegdn to interfere in the internal affairs of
administration. So a section of wise people ledbgy Baneswari Devi preferred Haridevnarayan
as the king of Bijni. As a result Haridevnarayacessled the throne of Bijni. In 1760 the East
India Company got the right of collectinDitvani’ from Mughal Emperor Shah Alam. Gradually
the company received the power of collectinBiwani’ from Bijni Rajya also. One
representative of East India Company, Sir Hiurdaished ahanaat Rangamaf® The entire
Rangamati area was separated from Bifajya At that time, the BijniRaja had to pay Rs.
2000/- annually to the Mugh&8adshahin lieu of supplying elephant. Raja Haridevnaragh
not live long. After two years of reign, he fellctim of a conspiracy and was killed. After his

death, there was lawlessness throughout the kingdom
2.6.Raja Balitnarayan:

Balitharayan was the adopted son Bfaja Mukundanarayan. In 1790, when
Haridevnarayan diedRani Kamaleswari Devi, first queen of Mukundanarayars \aéive. Her
efforts made it possible to enthrone Balitharayasho was an adopted son dRaja
Mukundanarayan. During the reign of BalitharayarBraish official, whose name was David

Scott was stationed at Goalpara as a Collectoringjakpportunity of internal trouble in the Bijni



Kingdom, David Scott withdrew the power of exenegsiDiwani’ and ‘Faujdari’ in the pargana
of Khuntaghat and Habragh#t.

Raja Balitharayan was very much offended by the actimnBavid Scott. He asked his
subjects to commence a movement in oppositiongd@dmineering activities of British officials.
The people therefore started the movement, butag wot so powerful to stand against the
British. King Balitnarayan was a disciplined antigieus minded king. He never encouraged his
subjects to adopt unfair means to drive out théidrifrom Bijni Kingdom. Balitharayan made
donation of landsBrahmottarand Devottar)to the Brahmanasand temples. He died in 1829
A.D. after 36 years of reigft.

2.7.Raja Indranarayan:

Indranarayan was the sonRéja Balitharayan. He ascended the throne of Bijni829,
after the death of his father. After a brief rube less than ten years, he breathed his last.Higke
father, he was a peace loving and religious pergaming his period Sir Jenkins was the
Collector of Goalpara district. This post was ceéain 1822. Mr. Jenkins adopted the policy of

non-interference in the internal matters of adntiatgon of the native ruler¥.
2.8.Raja Amritnarayan:

Amritnarayan succeeded his father Indranarayama abmparatively young age. He
appointed his elder brother Mrigendranaryan inpgbst ofSubadarand entrusted with him many
responsible work of administration. His other nele¢ were also appointed in high and

accountable works of management. Thus he madddus pecured from his kith and kin.

During his reign, the British government appoinMd Ratharford, to look after British
interest in Goalpara and Bijni. The British virtlyalvanted to occupy in Bijni Kingdom directly
under their control. Mr. Ratharford secretly addigke subjects of Bijni Kingdom, not to pay
any tribute oKhaznato the king of Bijni. Under such circumstances$wari Devi, mother of
Amritnarayan and Amritnarayan himself decided fworé the whole issue to the Agent of British
administration residing at Guwah&tiThe charges against Mr. Ratharford were provedhand
was transferred to Calcutta. Amritnarayan refixled tevenue rent fa®ali land, Ahuland and
Bhetiland.



Anandaram Dhekiyal Phukan, who was famous forrév&nue regulations served as a
‘Dewari in Bijni Estate and introduced many regulations the smooth management of revenue
department? It is a matter of pride foRaja Amritnarayan, that such a genius like Anandaram
Dhekiyal Phukan served for a few years in his korgd Amritnarayan ruled as a king from
1838 to 1853 A.D?’ Raja Amritnarayan married five times but he left thisnid without having
any issue. His queen Bhagyeswari adopted a prit@a@anarayan, who was closely related
with Royal family. But as Chandranarayan was tliestl son of his father, he was disqualified
for the throne. So another prince Kumudnarayanadapted as a future king. After the death of
king Amritnarayan, queen Bhagyeswari, with the healp the officials, continued the
administration. Kumudnarayan was then minor. QuBeagyeswari runs the administration
from 1854 to 1861. In the month of March of 1838 British administration recognised queen
Bhagyeswari as the owner of Bijni kingddfiShe died on 27May of 1861 A.D.

2.9.Kumudnarayan:

Kumudnarayan was adopted by queen Bhagyeswarithétimnope that he would be king
of Bijni Raj after death of Amritnarayan. But Kummatayan was a minor at the time of death of
Amritnarayan. So queen Bhagyeswari was compelleditcpymstances to take up the helm of
administration herself. She was helped by Kanthesevi (widow of Raja Amritnarayan) and
a few other respectable ladies of the royal famBut inspite of all these efforts, some
conspirators and anti-social elements began totecrgauble in the kingdom. So the British
authorities in order to avoid further trouble plddbe Bijni kingdom under the court of wards.
Kumudnarayan was sent to Benaras to earn propeagdu. It was in 1863, he went to Benaras
and began his studies théfeWithin short period, Kumudnarayan learnt Englitersian,
Bengali and some other Indian languages. He alsnedaexperience by travelling many

important places of India.

In the absence of a powerful king, the defencBipfi kihngdom became very weak and
dilapidated. The British authorities were statiore@dGoalpara, which was far away from the
capital of Bijni kingdom. Under the circumstance® dJhawlia’, who was a Deputy General of
Bhutan army, led an invasion against the Bijni Kiog. It was actually a case of looting and
plundering. Jhawlia with his army attacked the pwn man, officials of the court and at last

even the royal palace. This incident of disastérictvtook place at Bijni, came to be known as



‘Jhawliar Dhuma*® As many people left the capital Bijni, it was astl decided to transfer the
capital from Bijni to ‘Dumuria’. In the meantimehe British authorities, with the soldiers
stationed at Goalpara started fighting againstaitmy of Jhawlia. Jhawlia was defeated and
compelled to go back to Bhutan. Thus the attaclhafwlia resulted in the transfer of capital
from Bijni to Dumuria.Kumudnarayan, after completion of his studies ahdas attained
maturity and travelled many places like Delhi, B@apbAgra, Calcutta and many places of

Assam. He ascended the throne at ‘Dumuria’ as @ &irBijni in September 24, 1874 AB.

The personal life of king Kumudnarayan was evéntmantic and tragic. He married in
1874 (21" September), in the same year of his attainmenoofer over Bijni Estate. His first
wife was Siddheswari Devi, who was from Deohatlagé near Abhayapuri. Kumudnarayan
possessed a romantic mind and he was fond of lgur@ine day while he was busy in hunting in
a nearby place he saw a group of beautiful girlso went out for fishing. The king selected
himself one very beautiful girl among them, whosene was ‘Abhaya’. Later Kumudnarayan

married her following all Hindu ritual and took herthe Royal Palac®.

It was a tradition for th®ajasof Bijni kingdom to get married several times. 18ajority
of the kings had more than one queen. Kumudnardngh two queens. But both of them
maintained a very bitter relation between them.rEgqpeeen ‘Abhaya’ had to lose one of her eyes
in the hands of queen SiddheswfriUnder these circumstances the king died in 1881 (9

March). Probably he committed suicide being fedatughe quarrel between his two queens.

The condition of the kingdom further deteriorateekt to the death of the king. The
officials and state servants were divided into tyvoups, taking sides of two queens. A number
of cases were also filed in Calcutta Court claimihg ownership of the kingdom by the two

queens. The subjects of Bijni kingdom called thisident asDui Ranir Dhuma*?

The court in its verdict declared both the quesnpint owners of Bijni Kingdom. But in
the meantimdRani Siddeswari died. After her dea®ani Abhayeswari became the sole owner of
the Bijni Kingdom. Both the queens had no childréil. administrative activities had to be

looked after byRani Abhayeswari.

2.10. Queen Abhayeswari Devi:



Queen Abhayeswari was born in the year 1862 ArDa,poor family of Tilapara village.
Her father's name was Nisharam Barua and mothersenwas Kireswari Barud.She was the
second wife of Bijni King Kumud Narayan. After teath of her husband, there came several
obstacles in her life which she delt very bravdle first wife of king Kumud Narayarani
SiddheswarDevi was her diehard protagonist who left no stone nmeil to eliminate her name
and status, but never succeeded in her evil motivésnately Queen Abhayeswari officially
took charge of the Bijni Raj Estate. Soon afterteapg the throne of Bijni Raj Estate, Queen
Abhayeswari appointed her brother Bhabani PrasadaBan the post dfloktar. He became the
right hand of Abhayeswari and assisted her in magathe administration of the Bijni Raj
Estate. The visitors of the state who wish to ntkeetQueen had to take permission from him.

Thus he came to be known Bwarmoktar**

When Rani Abhayeswari became the queen of the Bijni RajtEstdne most critical
problem that she faced was that the royal treasiay empty and the estate was facing acute
financial problem. But such was the popularity bé Rani that all the people of the estate
contributed generously to the royal coffers, sdcabail Rani Abhayeswari out of this financial

crisis.

The contribution that came from a smBihi Boitamari was to the tune of 12000 Rs.
Keeping this contribution in mind the people of Bigi Raj Estate gave the name of ‘Barohajari
Dihi’ to Boitamari. Other places such as Jogighopa,ldit@para etc which were part of the
Bijni Raj Estate constitute a very small populatmnfisherman. But inspite of being small in
number, their contribution resulted in procuringneinumbers ofXiki’. For this reason, the
fishermen community of this part of the estate gi@en the name ‘Noixikiya’ by the people of
the Bijni Raj Estaté’

During the year 1897 A.D., in the month of Junenassive earthquake jolted Bijni Raj
Estate. Such big was the tremor and such recuwasgits intensity that the people of Bijni Raj
Estate felt that this ordeal will never end. Theogde fled to the nearby Lungai hill. This
earthquake completely devastated the capital DunfrBijni Raj Estaté® The Raj Palace also
could not withstand the tremors and was compledelstroyed. Although Dumuria was once a

self-sufficient capital it had to lose everythimgthis natural calamity.



The Raj family and ministers decided to shift tdagital of Bijni Estate to a new place.
The name of Jogighopa was proposed as the newatapiiring that time Jogighopa was a
flourishing place of Bijni Estate and its populatidensity was quite higlRani Abhayeswari
thought that if the capital is shifted to Jogighotteen its residents have to be relocated to a new
place. SoRani Abhayeswari decided to change her mind and uléipatecided to shift the
capital to ‘Abhayapuri®’ During that time, the place Abhayapuri was covdrgdiense forest.
Before establishing the permanent capital of Bistate this place was an obscure village. But
after establishing the new capital it was namedh@mapuri’ which was derived from the name
of the queen of the estate. Some people believetibaname Abhayapuri was taken from the
royal deity ‘Abhaya’ worshipped by the Bijni Rajfdy from time immemorial.

In the beginning the capital complex was madefugraporary structures. The people of
Bijni Raj Estate having complete faith in Queen Apdswari believed that their future will also
be shaped up beautifully like the new capital. Quédhayeswari took up several welfare
schemes. In the year 1904 a school was establish@ capital by the name of ‘Abhayeswari
High School*® Free education was imparted to the students stilgh school. The spending of
the school was shouldered up by Queen Abhayesk@male education was very unprogressive
in Assam during the British period. But exhibitiegdifference to the prevailing situation, a
Girls’ M.E. School was established in the capifaBijni Raj Estate in 1938 A.3? In 1942 A.D.
this school was upgraded as a High School and naafied the adopted son of Queen

Abhayeswari.

Queen Abhayeswari was a very pious lady. She wWasaeliever in God. She was also
a devoted wife. After the death of her husb&aga Kumud Narayan she abstained herself from
wearing jewellery made from gold, silver and otlexpensive stones. She started wearing
saffron clothing. Her life was bereft of any woslgileasures. She had forbidden the lifestyle of a
gueen. She would eat only vegetarian food andttimabnly once in a day. Another feature that
the queen adopted was that her clothing coveredaber No men were allowed to see her face.
She herself remained away from public glare. Whttending hedarbar no one could see her
face, only listen to her authoritative voice. Arthbarrier covered with black clothing separated
the Rani and her ministers during their meeting at Bejdarbar® Due to her such type of



Parda Nashisystem tenants of Bijni Raj Estate sometimes fatifttulties to represent their

problems and grievances before Queen Abhayeswari.

In order to enquire how Queen Abhayeswari was inghrher estate, the Chief
Commisioner of Bijni Mr. E.U. Earl visited Abhayanult is worthmentioning here that Bijni
Raj Estate was under the British dominion at thmmet Mr. Earl was given a grand welcome by
Queen Abhayeswari. He was invited to the Bgiairbar. The chief commissioner was highly
impressed by the systematic and efficient functignof the administration by thRani He
praised the Queen for her efficiency and diligerfdethe time of the conversation with Queen,
Mr. Earl questioned her that she had been facitggydbproblems to run her estate, but for what
reason she was providing free education in hetesStén reply Abhayeswari told him that, her
subjects are illiterate, ignorant and simpletonniayure, and if she does not provide them free
education they will be deprived of education. MarlEagain asked her that though there is
abundance of land in her estate but majority ofrtla@edevottaranddharmottarland. In this
situation how she was collecting tax to run her mistration. Queen Abhayeswari answered
pragmatically that there were some affluent subjeesiding in the Khuntaghat and Habraghat
parganaof her estate, who paid tax of Pf&isa for perbigha of land, and in this way she

received tax of sixteen lakh rupees every yearchvhelped her to run her administratfén.

Queen Abhayeswari after settling down the capialAbhayapuri town thought of
constructing a beautiful royal mansion. Skilled keys from China were brought for this
purpose. Huge wooden logs of Sagun tree were btdtmih Burma>® The royal mansion was
surrounded by high brick walls. A huge area wadined within these walls. In the front, there
was a large entrance door. Provision was made leghants to walk through the side gate
towards their shed. A wide open space was kepteanijdo the front gate. It was for the purpose
of gardening of flowers. The flower garden pathdketowards theChoraghar’ (Sitting room).
On both sides of the main room, a line of othemisownere built to fulfil variety of purposes.
Next a wide open space could be seen. Then provises made for constructing the main
resting room for the queen. The queen’s royal neemsvas a two storied building. The
mansion had all the facilities for comfort of theegn. From the top storey, the queen could look
at each and every nook and corner of her huge wransiside the mansion, variety of fruit trees

such as mango, jackfruit, litchi, guave etc cowdsben. The bush of magnolia flowers blooming



inside the mansion however does reminded aboutdlmial supremacy. All the rooms were

decorated with costly furniture and show-pietes.

Queen Abhyeswari was an enthusiast for Englisicathn. In order to learn English,
Queen sent the daughters of her brothé&dawanRamesh Chandra Sen’s wife, who hailed from
England. All the responsibilities of the late kiogBijni were suitably performed by h&t.

In the meanwhile entire world was engulfed by ‘fiiest World War’. The countries of
the world according to their affiliations gave theupport in this war. The wave of the First
World War also swept the British ruled Indian sumnitnent. Queen Abhyeswari extended
helping hand to the British rulers. For the congion of roads and bye-lanes she indulged the
labourers of the Bijni Raj Estate. She also gavweethsteam engine boats to the Britsh
government. A monetary amount of rupees one lakhaamnambulance was also given by her.
Queen additionally offered the service of one tlamdslawans who were her subjects to fight
for the British causg’ As per her capacity she helped the British govemmGradually World
War | came to an end. For all the help that Quebhy&swari had extended to the British
government during the time of war, she was honowigid the respectable ‘Kaizer-i-Hind’ gold

medal®®

Queen Abhayeswari introduced the system Dhdp Salami’ for the purpose of
establishing a very cordial relation between thegkand the subjecté. Commonly it was held
during the time of Durg®uja. On the particular day ofijaya Dashamia attractive Mandap
was prepared, in the interior of which seating ragsanents were made for all significant
officials like Barua, Choudhury, Purohit Pandit, Sukhbasu, Gaonhudotedar, Lakherajdar,
Devottar, Brahmottar bhogiimportantPraja, Well Wishers etc. The Royal throne decorated
with Daimond, Gems, Ivory and Horns of Rhino waaceld at high pedestal. Soon after the
arrival of the king or queen to theandap the Rajpurohit pronouncestotrasand mantrasfor
the welfare of the king or queen as well as thgeztb. The officers who came fromuffasil
areas exchange their views with the king. They afsale presentation to the king. These

presentations were calle8alami.®°

The local officers and importaRrajas also madeSalami
to the king. This function created a very happyadphere and cordial relation between the ruler
and the subjects. The role of this function in th@éministrative system can never be

underestimated. The great queen Abhayeswari bigbdike last in 1918 during the time of



Durgapuja. At that time R.C. Sen was tbewan of Bijni Raj Estate and he informed all the
NaibsandTehsildarsthe news of the death of Queen AbhyesWari.  Before her death, she
adopted Jogendranarayan as her son and heir tohtbee of Bijni. Jogendranarayan was

distantly related to the Royal family.
2.11. Jogendranarayan:

After properly observed the funeral ceremonyRani Abhayeswari, Jogendranarayan
formally ascended the throne of Bijni. Upto the dirof his formal appointment, he was a
completely normal man. But immediately after the,began to show symptoms of lunacy. He
began to behave like a mad man. Some people wengirabn that he fell victim of a conspiracy
made by ambitious member of the royal faniflifferent parties with vested interest began to
circulate rumours against him. Petitions were stigahiin the Judge court of Guwahati that
Jogendranarayan should be declared unfit for thenéhand claims of new prince should be
entertained. The British government consideredntéter in the Judge Court of Guwahati. The
Court according to Indian Lunacy Act (sub clausg-@&clared injunction of Jogendranarayan
and he was declared unfit for ruling the kingdorhe British government of Assam took up the

administration of Bijni Raj under Court of Wars.

However the subjects of Bijni Kingdom were notidetd. There were quite a few
princes and relatives of the royal dynasty, whoean@mbitious for the throne. Many of them
were distantly related to the royal family. It iga@resting to notice that most of the claimants for
the throne were either adopted sons of the decd@ajedor their children. Such a claimant was
Raja Bhairabendra Narayan also, who later on became kihg after the death of

Jogendranarayan. Thus ‘adoption’ played a very mapo role in the history of Bijni.

Most of the kings were either sons or grandsorte@ftlecease@ajas Immediately after
taking over the estate by the Court of Wards, sdvaases were filed in the court by the rival
claimants including Bhairabendra Narayan. Undehsticcumstances the British government
passed a law namely ‘Bijni A’ on thé"May of 1931. According to this law it was decidedt
King Jogendranarayan would rule over Bijni Kingdoso, long he would be living. After his

demise, Bhairabendra Narayan would turn into the kif Bijni Kingdom®*



When Jogendra Narayan was the ruler of Bijni EstatacticallyjdewanR.C. Sen had to
run the estate. He maintained the administrativekwath due permission from the British
government. Even theewanhad to look after the medical treatment of Jogerdarayan with
the help of Civil Surgeon W.D. Ritchfa.

King Jogendranarayan breathed his last dhJighe, 1938 A.[3° After his death Kumar
Bhairabendra Narayan became the king. But as there quite a good number of cases pending
in the court and the king of Bijni had to bear taest, the state was again placed under the Court
of Wards. The king was paid rupees one lakh pertmas a pensiof!. In the former judgement
of the court, it was mentioned that, Bhairabendaaayan would be the crown princguyaraj

and after the death of Jogendranarayan, he woutldlgeenefits enjoyed by the deceased king.
2.12. Bhairabendra Narayan:

Bhairabendra Narayan was the last king of thei Blgy family. His legacy to the throne
of Bijni can be claimed from the third king of Bijrdynasty- Raja Sivanarayan. King
Sivanarayan had eighteen sons. Hangshanarayanngasf adhem. Hangshanarayan’'s son was
Harinarayan, who had two sons namely Chandranaragad Suryanarayan. This

Chandranarayan was the father of future king Bbaindra Narayaff

Neverthless Bhairabendra Narayan ascended theethwb Bijni kihngdom on June 18,
1938 with due permission from the court of wardswas in 1944 that the state was released
from the control of court of wards. O Dctober, 1944 the court of wards was withdrawn and
Bhairabendra Narayan was allowed to rule indepehdeithout any interference by the court
of wards. Bhairabendra Narayan is considered atagteuler of Bijni Dynasty. In 1956 when
the government of India acquired the native states government of Assam also acquired the
native states of Assam. Accordingly the Bijni Ratdfe was acquired by the Government of

Assam in 1956 A.D3? Hence the rule of Koch Kings in Assam came torath e



Thus the family history of Bijni Raj Dynasty hasgmechoronologically outlined below

Lineage of Bijni Raj Dynasty’

Raja Biswa Singha

L
) !
Raja Naranarayan Dev Sukladhwaj (Chilarai)
!
Raja Raghudeardyan
| I
Randra Narayan Dev Raja Parikshitayan

(Founderdrrang Rajbangsha)
Raja Chandra Narayan

(Founder of Bijni Rajbangsha)
Raja JayNarayan

Raja Shiva Narayan

Raja Bijay Narayan
Raja Mukunda Narayan

Raja Haridev Narayan

Raja Balit Narayan
Raja Indra Narayan

Raja Amrit Narayan

Raja Kumud Narayan
Raja Jogendra Narayan

Raja Bhairabendra Narayan

It is beyond all doubt that the rulers of Bijni Ragre mighty, noble, God loving and God
fearing. They wanted the well-being, peace and imagp of the subjects. That is why during
Mughal period, they were entrusted with the adnvai®n and maintenance of peace and
tranquility in the kingdom. The rulers were evenpemered to take the titld&Raja. During the
period of British rule, the Bijni Estate went undbe court of wards twice, due to absence of



legal heir to the throne. But the rulers of Bijrajfhad been able to recover from these adverse
situations. They won over all disputes and disagerds and again established the kingdom on a
solid foundation. The kingdom saw internal striespute over the throne, Peasant’s revolt etc.,
from time to time. But the kings of Bijni Raj haédn able to face and solve all these problems
faced by the kingdom. It was under these circuntgtsthe Bijni kingdom continued to stand as
a strong kingdom. It was only with the abolitionZgmindarysystem throughout India in 1956,
the Bijni kingdom lost its independent status. ésitaken over by the government of Assam.

In order to carry out the administration throughthe kingdom smoothly, thRaja of
Bijni kingdom created the posDéwan. The first man who became tliewanof the Bijni Raj
Estate was, Anandaram Dhekial Phukan. He was afgudrewanof Bijni Raj in 1849 A.D"*
Other than Anandaram Dhekial Phukan, there were desat personalities, who served the
kingdom sincerely as ®ewan They were Gopal Gobinda Sen, Jiban Ram PhukargdBa
Haldar, Chandrakanta Sen, Ramesh Chandra Sen, $&agsarma etc.

A discussion about the genealogy of the Bligajaswill be incomplete, if it is confined
to the career of BijnRajasonly. In This case, we have to draw referencéeokings of Darrang
Rajbangshaand BeltolaRajbangshaalso. Both these two Raj families draw their origind
genealogy from the Koch ruling dynasty of Koch Bih@r. H.K. Barpujari in his book ‘The
Comprehensive History of Assam- Vol. II' has clgamentioned about the origin of the three

Raj families in the following way.



Family-tree of Koch Royal Famif§/

Hariya Mandal

|

ra Hira
! .
! ! ! !
Chandan Madan Bisha¢d Sinha) Sisu (Siba @)nh
! l
Nara Sinha ! ! !
Malladev Sukladhwaj Gohai Kamal
(Nara Narayan) (Chila Rai)
! !
Lakshmi Narayan Raghu Deva
)
! ! !
Parikshit Narayan iBédrayan Gaj Narayan
! (Beltaliya family)
Chandra Narayan Sumtkrayan
or (Darrang family)
Bijit Narayan
(Bijni family)

In this phase of discussion, it is necessary tdinmuthe origin of Darrandgrajbangshaand
Beltola Rajbangshain short. All these three royal families owe thenigin to the same Raj

family i.e., ‘Koch Royal Family'.

During the first half of the ¥7Century King Parikshit Narayan was overwhelmedHgy
Mughals and he was confinét During this interlude Bali Narayan, a brother ddriRshit
Narayan, established a small kingdom namely DarRajgga on the western part of modern
Darrang district. He established friendship wite #shom King and established cordial relation
with the Ahoms. The Ahom king offered him the titBharmanarayan’. Bali Narayan was
succeeded by Mahendra Narayan, Chandra Narayaya Slarayan, Indra Narayan and Aditya
Narayan’* During the reign of Aditya Narayan, there was fin& trouble with his brother

Madan Narayan. As a result of this internal stribarangiRajyawas divided into two parts.



Thus a new state came into existence. During i®@, the DarangRajasbecame completely
subordinate of the Ahom rulers. Taking opportumfythe internal quarrel among the Darangi
Rajas the Ahom king occupied the whole of DaraRgijya The DarangRajaswere given only

a subsistence allowance known Bstbhata

Considering the condition in the DararRajyg it can be presumed that the BifRajas
were comparatively powerful and solid. In ordercapture Royal Power, the Dararigajas
divided their kingdom. But the BijriRajasnever did it. Though their kingdom sometimes went
under the court of wards, due to absence of legjalth the throne or there were internal strife in
the kingdom, they never allowed the kingdom to lwddd. The solidarity of the kingdom was
sustained at any cost. The DaraRgjashad to satisfy themselves with the allowarfeetbhata
which they got from the Ahom kin.Gradually they lost their right over their own gdom.
But the Bijni Rajas never underwent through such pitiable conditiomghR from Chandra
Narayan upto Bhairabendra Narayan, the BRaijas ruled over the subjects as independent
kings. At last, thezamindaryAbolition Act of 1951 brought to an end, the raleBijni ruling
dynasty. But it was an all India affair. T@#amindaryAbolition Act was operative throughout
the whole of Indid.

Parikshit Narayan’s son Haranarayan alias Gajaaraydescendant of Chilarai)
established at Beltola (south of present Guwalatiall kingdom under the Ahom rulers. After
Gajnarayan, Sibendra Narayan, Gajendra Narayan,bbdar Narayan and Lokpal Narayan
ruled at Beltola. Gradually the area of land, oéedy thisRajbangsheegan to be reduced in
size. Due to occupation by outsiders and also &wnal reasons, this small kingdom gradually
took the shape d¥louza Thus Beltola came under tMouzadariSystem and its rulers lost their

prestige of ruling over an independent kingd&m.

From the above discussions, it can be ascertaihad the Bijni Royal family was
somewhat a powerful ruling dynasty. The rulers ghiBlynasty assumed the titliRaja by the
acknowledgemet of both Mughal and Colonial autlgofBut though they used the titRaja
before their names, in actuality the size of BKmgdom indicated that it was a bfamindary
Estate. The big palatial building of the BijRajassituated at the heart of present Abhayapuri
town still bear the testimony of the glorious dafsthe Rajasof Bijni Raj family. The Bijni

Rajaswanted to win over the minds of their subjectotigh their benevolent works. Proper
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stress was given on the spread of Education edlyebia Rani Abhayeswari. But in spite of
adopting benevolent measures, there was problemsafgency among peasants from time to

time.

Endnotes

A.A.Khan ChoudhuryKoch Beharer ItihasN.L.Publishers, West Bengal, 1936, p.239.
E.A. Gait,A History of Assan?" Edition (Reprint), Guwahati, 1981, p.57.

Ibid.

Gunabhiram BaruaAssanmBuranji, 1887, pp. 87-88.

Ibid.

A.A.Khan Choudhuryop.cit, p.240.

Ibid.

Shayamacharan NatRatnapith Surya Prakashan, Goalpara, 1988, p.45.

Santo BarmanZamindari System in Assam during British Rule (Aecatudy of Goalpara
District), Spectrum Publications, Guwahati, 1994, pp.14-15.

Tarini Prasad SemBijni RajbangshaGoalpara, 1876, p.08.
Ibid.
Santo Barmamp.cit, p.19.

Ambikacharan ChoudhuryBijni, Sidli, Mechpara Aru Parbat Jowaror ItihasRatnapith
Prakashan, Bongaigaon, 2007, pp.12-14.

Ibid.



15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

Ibid.
Santo Barmamp.cit, p.19.
Ibid.

Ambikacharan ChoudhuryKoch Rajbongshi Jatir Itihas Aru SanskrifRatnapith Prakashan,
Bongaigaon, 1969, p.279.

Ibid.

Sasibhusan Faujdar, “Bijni Rajyar Itihasar Tathgdi Bangraha’written document preserved in

the house of late Girish Chandra Dashhayapuri.
Ibid.

Upen Baruah, “Bijni Rajbangsha (Chilarair pora Babendra Narayanoli)Souvenir volume of
Golden Jubilee Celebratioibhayapuri CollegeAbhayapuri, 2005, p.155.

Ambikacharan Sarkar, “Bijni Rajyar Camu Parichaytuvenir volume of Assam Sahitya Sabha,
Abhayapuri Sessigi\bhayapuri, 1977, pp.87-89.

Ibid.

Ibid.

Ibid.

Santo Barmamp.cit, p.20.

Amalendu GuhaRlanter Raj to SwarajTulika Books, Delhi, 2012, p.76.
Tarini Prasad Serp.cit,p.16.

A.C. Agarwala,Gowalparar Puroni BiboronDhubri, 1926, p.38.

Upen Baruahop.cit, p.157.

Ambikacharan Choudhury, 1968p.cit, p.279.



33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

Ibid.

Gunabhiram BaruaAnandaram Dhekial Phukanar Jiban CharitAssam Prakashan Parishad,
Guwabhati, 1971, p.81.

Ibid.

Tarini Prasad Semp.cit,p.16.

Santo Barmamp.cit, p.21.

Ibid, p.93.

Bijni Raj Succession Suit No. 164 of 1988sam State Archives, Guwahati.
Surity Sarma Brahma ChoudhuAbhayapurj Bongaigaon, 1992, p.36.
Ibid.

Ambikacharan Choudhury, 196&p.cit p.279.

Surity Sarma Brahma Choudhunp.cit, p.40.

Ibid.

Ibid.

Diary written by anonymous writer about the rulefsBijni Estate preserved by existing family

members of Bijni Raj family, Abhayapuri.
Ibid.

Kunja Kishor Das, “Siksha Bistarat Bijni Zamindaminumika”, Article published in Souvenir
volume of Golden Jubilee Celebratigxhhayapuri CollegeAbhayapuri, 2005, p.149.

Ibid.
Surity Sarma Brahma Choudhunp.cit, p.41.

Ibid.



52

53

54

55

56

57

58

59

60

61

62

63

64

65

66

67

Ibid.

Interview with Lohit Choudhury, Age - 74, Occupatie Retired teacher of Abhayeswari H.S.
School, Town - Abhayapuri, District - Bongaigaorss&m, on 20/05/2016.

Ibid.
Ibid.
Surity Sarma Brahma Choudhunp.cit, p.37.

Ambikacharan ChoudhuryToposwini Rani AbhayeswarRatnapith Prakashan, Bongaigaon,
1993, p.27.

Ibid.
Surity Sarma Brahma Choudhunp.cit, p.38.
Ibid.

An order copy or notice issued by Dewan R.C. Sealltdlaibs and Tehsildars of Bijni Raj
Estate N0.991/1006D(B), 18 October 1918, preserved by present family membieBijni Raj
Dynasty, Abhayapuri.

Ranijit Kalita, “Raja Jogendra Narayan Bhup BahadH@tha”, Souvenir Volume of Koya Kujia
Festival, Abhayapuri2008, pp.10-14.

Ibid.
Ibid.

Letter from Civil Surgeon W.D. Ritchie to R.C. S@aywan of Bijni Raj Estates™ April 1912,
preserved by present family members of Bijni Rap&sty, Abhayapuri.

Interview with Dr. Jagat Kalita, Age- 59, OccupatioAssociate Professor of Abhayapuri
College (Assamese Department), Town- Abhayapuristrdt- Bongaigaon, Assam, On-
16/07/2015.

Ibid.



68

69

70

71

72

73

74

75

76

7

78

Santo Barmanpp.cit, p.208.

http://indiankanoon.org/doc/1105428

Tarini Prasad Sermp.cit,p.18.

Dhiraj Kumar Lahakar, Asomar Mahan Swapnadrasta Anandaram Dhekiyal Phukan

Panchyajanya, Guwahati, 2012, p.43.

H.K. Barpujari (Ed.),The Comprehensive History of Assam, VoPFlliblication Board Assam,
Guwabhati, 2007, p.91.

E.A. Gait,The Koch Kings of Kamrup&hillong, 1895, p.45.

Nabin Chandra Sarma (EdDarrang Raj BangshabaglBani Prakash, Pathsala, 1973, p.27.
A.A.Khan Choudhurygp.cit p.239.

H.K. Barpuijari,op.cit p.91.

Rajasree Das & Dr. Sekhar Brahma, “An outline étigtof the Genealogy of the Bijni Rajas
from 1671 to 1956”"Researchers World Journal of Arts Science and Cacen®ol-VIIl, Issue-
3(3), July 2017p.133.

H.K. Barpuijari,op.cit p.92.



