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"A profilic and versatile writer, Manikuntala Bhattacharya is counted

among theleading litterateurs of Assam. Her broader way of perceiving life
is clearly reflected in her writings that highlight various social issues like
witch-hunting, HIV-AIDS, old age home, insurgency prevailing inthe society.
She has been vocal against the odds in the society and her message of
peace and love is explicit in her writings. Besides being a fiction writer,
Bhattacharyadid some prominent research on the mobile theatres of Assam.
Even though some of her concepts have landed her into controversies,

however, of late her thoughtful endeavour is well accepted among the

audience."*
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"Arundhati (Sanskrit : 37, IAST : Arundhati) isthewife of the sage
Vasistha, one of the seven sages (Saptarshi) who areidentified with the Ursa
Major. Sheisidentified with the morning star and also with the star Alcor
which forms a double star with Mizar (identified as Vasista Maharshi) is
UrsaMgor. Arundhati, though the wife of one of the seven seers, isaccorded
the same status as the seven seers and worshipped with them as such. Inthe
Vedic and Puranic literature, she is regarded as the epitome of chastity,
conjugal bliss and wifely devotion. In post-puranic epic poems in Sanskrit
and Hindi, she has been described as "Chaste and revered" and with a
character that is "unblemished, inspiring and worthy of imitation." In the
Hindu Culture, there are severa beliefs, practices and traditions centred on
Arundhati including aritual in the marriage ceremony after the saptapadi, a
fast, abelief about imminent death, and amaxim."*®
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