CHAPTER: 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction:

Madhu Ram Boro was born on 1% November 1938 at Hajo. He was born
and grew up in a Bodo family. Bodos belong to the Tibeto-Burman Language
Family. They are the major tribe of the northern bank of the Brahmaputra River of

Assam, India.

Madhu Ram Baro worked as a teacher in various schools, and he was
also a faculty of Gauhati University, Assam in the Department of Linguistics.
Mostly known as a linguist, he was the only one from the Bodos to be awarded
the BHASA SAMMAN award in the year 2002. He was also awarded with Dr.
Ambedkar Literary Award by Bharatiya Dalit Sahitya Akademi Assam State

Branch in the same year.

Madhu Ram Boro was the first person among the Bodos to hold a
master’s degree in Linguistics. He was appointed as an assistant professor at

Gauhati University in 1975 in the Department of Linguistics.

He had immensely contributed to the Bodo language in terms of
Language, literature, criticism, novel, drama, poetry, folk literature, children’s
literature, stories, and biography. Along with Bodo language, literature, and
society, he also contributed to both Assamese and English Literature. He wrote
many textbooks, grammar, Syllabus-related books, and Biography. He is one of
the topmost contributors among the Bodo writers in the field of language and
Literature. He has published more than 70 books, particularly in Bodo, Assamese,
and English languages. Most of his books are recognized as syllabus-related from
Lower Primary to Post-Graduate courses. His contribution to the Bodo language

continued till his last breath.



“Innumerable Articles and criticisms (more than five hundred)
published in leading Magazines (Sahitya Sabha Patrika, Bodo: Aronai,
Udangshree, Orkhi etc.) Souvenir (School, College, University and
Annual Conference Souvenir of Bodo Sahitya Sabha, Asom Sahitya
Sabha, and many local festival Souvenirs etc.) and News Papers
(Assamese: Danik Asom, Asom Bani, Sadin, Pratidin, Budhbar, Ajir
Asom, Amar Asom, Natun Dainik, Agradoot, Bodo: Radab, Bodosa,

etc.) of Assam’™*

Madhu Ram Baro passed away on 23 March 2014 at Gauhati Medical
College and Hospital at 09:15 am. At the time of death, he was 76 years old and

is survived by his wife and two daughters.
GMCH superintendent Ramen Talukdar said:

“Baro was suffering from lungs and cardiac problems. He was
admitted to the GMCH on March 19 and passed away at 9.15 am today.
Before getting admitted to the GMCH he was undergoing treatment in a

)

private hospital in the city

1.2 Problem Statement:

The statement of the research problem for the study is entitled, “An
Analytical Study on the Contribution of Madhu Ram Baro in Bodo Language and
Literature”. The Bodos did not have a systematic study on the contribution of

Madhu Ram Baro but his contribution has great influence in every field of

! Talukdar, Khagendra Nath, Bhuban Chandra Kalita. et al.
Subasiita Sadhana Madhu Ram Baro: Jivan Aru Kriti. N.L.
Publication, November, 2011 pp. 136, 137

2 The telegraph, newspaper, 24 march, 2014



language and literature of the Bodos. In this view, this is the problem of the
present study, which will be very helpful and inspirational for every student as
well as all the young generations, and academicians. The analytical study on the
Contribution of Madhu Ram Baro in Bodo Language and Literature has not done
research work properly. He has contributed to every genre of Bodo language and
literature. He contributed to Bodo, Assamese, and English languages. There are
various contributions in language, grammar, and linguistics, as well as in the field
of literature. His contributions are short stories, novels, dramas, poetry, folk
literature, children’s literature, criticism, and biography. Some researchers and
critics have mentioned that Madhu Ram Baro has contributed by writing more
than seventy (70) books and more than five hundred (500) articles. Among these,
some books by Madhu Ram Baro are included in the syllabus of SEBA and
AHSEC particularly from class ten (10) to class twelve (12). As well as his books
are Syllabus-related and reference books of the Bodo department and MIL in the
colleges and universities of Assam. There is no available study systematically, on
how much he contributed in Bodo language and literature and what kind of
literature he contributed, the values of his contribution in the field of Bodo
language and literature as well as in the society. These have been appearing as a

problem in the field of Bodo language and literature.

So, the contribution of Madhu Ram Baro in Bodo language and literature
is an emerging need, and the topic entitled ‘The analytical study on the
Contribution of Madhu Ram Baro in Bodo Language and Literature’ will play a
great role in the lacking opportunity of learning to everyone.

1.3 Significance of the Study:

The present study is significant in bringing out the outstanding
contribution of Madhu Ram Baro to the Bodo language and literature. As a human
being, his contribution very is unique compared to other writers and

academicians. According to some critics, Madhu Ram Baro wrote more than 70



(seventy) books in Bodo, English, and Assamese languages which cover
language, linguistics, grammar, novels, drama, poetry, folk literature, children’s

literature, stories, literary criticism, culture, and biography.

Some critics and writers have written articles on the literary contributions
of Madhu Ram Baro. But still, a systematic study on Madhu Ram Boro’s
contributions to the field of Bodo language and literature. which are a great and
valuable contribution to the Bodos. Therefore, an attempt to study his contribution
is analytically undertaken. The contribution of Madhu Ram Baro in the Bodo
language and literature is very important to study for the future generation to

encourage and make them good human resources in society.

1.4 Aims and Objectives of the study:

The aims and objectives of the study are as follows:

1. To focus on the life and works of Madhu Ram Baro.

2. To study the writings of Madhu Ram Baro

3. To classify the writings of Madhu Ram Baro. and

4. To analyze the overall contributions of Madhu Ram Baro to Bodo

language and literature.

1.5 Methodology:

To study systematically on the topic “An Analytical Study on the
Contribution of Madhu Ram Baro in Bodo Language and Literature” the
analytical method has been applied. To study the “An Analytical Study on the
Contribution of Madhu Ram Baro in Bodo Language and Literature” data

has been taken from both primary and secondary sources.

The primary data has been collected by using focus group discussion

and interview methods with his wife Mrs. Priyadini Brahma and two



daughters Mrs. Chery Baro and Mrs. Daisy Baro. Besides of these all-written

books and articles of Madhu Ram Baro are also used as primary data.

The Secondary data has been collected by visiting the library of his
house, N.L. Library, Guwahati, N.L. Library, Kokrajhar, Words and Words,
Kokrajhar, Onsumoi Library, Kokrajhar, District Library, Kokrajhar. Some
magazines, books, and Newspapers were also used as secondary data. On the
other hand, the camera, android mobile, and notebook were also used as data

gathering tools during the time of data collection.

1.6 Hypothesis:
This study has adopted the following hypotheses:

1. Madhu Ram Baro is only the Bhasha Samman Awardee among the Bodo till
today and he was the first master's degree holder in linguistics from
northeast India and the first Bodo to be appointed in Gauhati University.

2. Madhu Ram Baro is not only a linguist he is an excellent academician,
journalist, and socialize.

3. Contributions of Madhu Ram Baro are scattered in every field of Bodo
Language and Literature.

4. His contributions play a very vital role in the development of the Bodo
language and literature.

5. Madhu Ram Baro writes the Bodo books on a need basis to fulfill the

syllabus-related books for the Bodo medium students.

1.7 Review of Literature:

To be successful, a well-planned research study needs to be
preceded by a survey of relevant literature, which is known as a Review of

Research. Therefore, a review of the literature is a crucial component of



every research project that enables researchers to cross-examine and
compare their findings with those of others. Additionally, Researchers can
gain inspiration or information from other connected books, research

articles, theses, and dissertations.

Some of the famous critics and researchers have studied the
contribution of Madhu Ram Baro but they did not cover all genres of his
contribution to language and literature. In this way, the importance of
Madhu Ram Baro’s contributions is highlighted in the Bodos. Some of the
previous works on Madhu Ram Baro’s contributions are listed

chronologically as follows:

1. Boro Thunlai Bizirnai, (2011) written by Anil Kumar Brahma discusses
the two dramas ‘Mugani Thandwi’ and ‘Gwdan Jwlai’ of Madhu Ram Baro
and mentions that these dramas are comedies. As well as Anil Kumar
Brahma writes in part: 6, of this book. The Short story has its structures and
development and mentions that Madhu Ram Baro’s “Gorse Phwisa” short

story is a high-level Bodo short story.

2. Plays of Kamal Kumar Brahma: A Critical Study, (2011) unpublished
thesis by Adaram Basumatary, Submitted to Gauhati University. Here he
discusses about the Drama, “Mugani Thandwi” by Madhu Ram Baro.

3. “AIBT® JTHET NYFH I(ST: NIT AF Ffo, (2011) (Subasita
Sadhana Madhu Ram Baro: Jivan aru Kriti)” the meaning is “Knowledge
worshipper Madhu Ram Baro: Life and Works”. This is a felicitation
volume on Madhu Ram Baro’s life and works written in Assamese and
English language, edited by Khagendra Nath Talukdar, Bhuban Chandra
Kalita, Sankar Saikia, Alak Adhikary and Abul Hussain on 1% November
2011.



While going to discuss the contribution of Madhu Ram Baro
“Subasita Sadhana Madhu Ram Baro: Jivan aru Kriti” the book will be
the main source of data. There are a total number of 35 articles and the Bio-
data of Madhu Ram Baro. Some famous critics' or researcher’s articles are
published in this book and all articles are written on Madhu Ram Baro’s life

and works. The articles are given below:
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- &2 TCST

28. PrEse1F 71 IRIMFSIT AT (TOOT
- (O3S TS

29. Linguistic Contribution of Madhu Ram Baro
-Dr. P.C. Bhattacharya

30. Prof. Madhu Baro as | have known him
-Dr. Jyotiprakash Tamuli

31. Scholar Extraordinary
-Jyokanta Sarma

32. Madhuram Baro and his language study
-Dr. Swarna Prabha Chainary

33. Madhu Ram Baro: An Academician per excellent
-Chandan Kr. Goswami

(frraag STsF Ny IEST 'ICST I8 Hr) meaning s
“Dear friend, Professor Madhu Baro ‘Father of Bodo Language’” written
by Dr. Nabin Chandra Sarma. He was a close friend of Madhu Ram Baro, a
Professor of Folklore Department at Gauhati University. Both of them
joined as Assistant Professor at Gauhati University in the same year 1975.
Sarma writes about their friendship and mentioned that Madhu Ram Baro’s
book was published in a very short period when the crisis arises of Bodo
books for introducing Bodo M.I.L. under the Gauhati University, he also
said to Professor Madhu Ram Baro like this “As Bodo Axomiya, as Axomiya

Bodo Axomiya, as Indian Universal”.
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Dr. P.C. Bhattacharya, in his composition “Linguistic
Contribution of Madhu Ram Baro” about student life and the Linguistic
Contribution of Madhu Ram Baro. Bhattacharya wrote Madhu Ram Baro as
a prolific writer as he contributed in Assamese, Bodo, and English, and also
published a considerable number of school, college, and University

textbooks on the Bodo language, literature, and culture.

“Prof- Madhu Baro as I have known him” is an article written by
Dr. Jyotiprakash Tamuli. In this article, Tamuli writes about the hard work

of Madhu Ram Baro at Gauhati University and his publications.

“Scholar Extraordinary” an article by Jyokanta Sarma writes
about Baro's prolific creation and his association with many social

organizations.

“Madhu Ram Baro and his Language Study” written by Dr.
Swarna Prabha Chainary. In this article, Swarna Prabha Chainary discusses

four linguistics books by Madhu Ram Baro. The books are:

« The Historical Development of the Boro Language (1990)

« Assamese and Boro: A Comparative and Contrastive Study (1990)

« Gwjwu Raokhanthi (1996)

» The Boro Structure- A Phonological and Grammatical Analysis (2001,
2" Edition)

4. A Critical Study of Boro Drama (from the beginning to 2000), (2012)

An unpublished thesis By Bhoumik Chandra Baro to the
department of MIL, Gauhati University, Assam, India. in the year 2012. In

this study, he mentions Madhu Ram Boro as a modern Bodo dramatist.

“On the other hand, the modem dramatists like -Kamal

Kumar Brahma, Monoranjan Lahary, Mongol Singh Hazowary,
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Madhu Ram Boro, Surath Narzary and Katindra Swargiary have

enriched moderm Boro dramatic literature.’”

And also Bhoumik Chandra Baro gives many references from the
“Jariminni Nwjwrao Boro Thunlai” and “The History of the Boro

Literature” literary criticism books of Madhu Ram Baro.

5. TG NTHF NYITH IET

frarer RAfeymea @R v, (2014)

A souvenir published on the occasion of Adyashraddha and
Smriticharan Sabha of the Late Prof. Madhu Ram Baro on 4™ April 2014.

The meaning of FSTT NTHF AYIH T A Ay Fyww

T is “Knowledge worshipper”. This book is published by the Late

Madhu Ram Baro Adyashraddha Parichalana Samiti, under the leadership of
Chief Convenor: Shri Kabaram Swargiar. Chairman, Editorial Board: Dr.
Bhupen Narzaree, Chief Editor: Ratneswar Basumatary. Editors:
Pranabjyoti Narzary, Dr. Rupam Kr. Brahma, Baliram Basumatary, Alak
Adhikary, Prakash Mahanta and Laba Kr. Basumatary. This book is also the
main source of this study. The articles were written by renowned writers,

academicians, critics, and scholars of Assam. The articles are as follows:

1. AT NI I(O19 (@IS

- T° gAY 54 ©8T61H

* Baro, Bhoumik Chandra. A Critical Study of Boro Drama (From
the beginning to 2000). (unpublished thesis submitted to Gauhati
University in 2012), p. 10
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2. (STNTY WMST-NIfHNT Ffo TvIER 7o AMfFT

- ©° 9919 5 AT
3. FH AT ANTAF AYIH (ST 7199 Ffoo Y-AFT
- 3Pty 3Tfy
4. 3T TR FWIR AYRH aT

- FHATRT AHEIN
5. The End of an Era

- Sibanath Sarma

6. An Elegy for Madhuram Baro

- Naba Sapcota
7. AT Y (ST AT T Yfo©
- T° ST JTST AFTETH

8. WYFAW F(GT Wi fafe w@q NI IMIB2AA
rrEfE

- TFF TRIIAT

9. PFSTTR: FYITH ICST
- ° QUTH IITCIYST

10. A ANTHTIT NTHIT N[ AGTIF NYITH I0GT
- T° 95 NS

11. T&T AYIH I0ST =T T=IE
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- T° gfSFpeT IAT
12. Remembering a Colleague

- Joytiprakash Tamuli

13. Ay s wRfA Iafdw B3 gaammE

- 3. Afaer &
14. AT G
- I &Ry

15. 9% HfoFA sf¥az T[F FyFTT FJTTTF YIF
- SR ST

16. AYITH (ST FOJ(ADT: (F2oATT forafa

- B° QU AT

17. WZo}9 NYFT VYT IS Jfoo

- ©° AHF A1

18. Reflection on the death of Prof. M. R. Baro: The man
with a subtle sense of humour.

- Dr. Mizo Prova Borah

19. fagfor
- dAfaeT Aed &
20. FYAH I ARFATAA 3T Gerara

- ATCRHA
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21. A few Words about Prof. Madhu Ram Baro

- Aleendra Brahma

22. AYHA T IRWAA Ad T3

-5 sl W

23. TEARPAIERAR TR ARHA T wRA RAfeaw
- 8. Pl Toq SHAIR

24. SATTHTIT BiETT ARSI Aot 0T =T

- AR FHIF TAT

25. WIXeT-TATS-MFfo-43(7 FTIF THT AYEFH
et

- SAFTY AT

26. TET YA TCF Rl IR

- 3. ANATH geram

27. 3@ ITAR

- Srdleg g ERAER

28. AW I ARG 37 Srarfed o A€
- #ifAF 9o T

29. BRITE ARA SR A 3t Aleaify

- & ' A
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30. ERIMAR AR T qRE A1 Fraried ARt

- FHARA gHSA

31. AT TINF LI (ST 7T FFITS

- TS FITE

32. FWI-NIHEANE AT [HT A3 FAYIH (ST R
TRIaf

- IFTT VT
33. FWIN ARWH T IRTA IAE wH
- 3. Jelel AURIN
34. Ay T &3 IR R
- MINA FEA FO
35. Y JOT RIS TR
- ANT ©FT
36. WY I(ST RIS (TIFITT ST AF ST THIAT
- FATA TSIFT IFST
37. AEWIH a¢ WRA A ArE® MuraiyE gioa
- Yord S ARSI
38. AR MYR MA@ITAAT Betar

- Farell TR
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- e WSt

40. YT ICST

- AW 654 (Y

41. faze ofevs AfEF1R IO T IF-TSfT
- BFAT %3 TRAIAT

42. STHTTTF NYFTH I0GT

- 1Y 5% ©8T6TY

43. AYITH (ST RIRT AFIST THI&T

- foreTaTdt vy

44. VT ATTHTS

- fftsr e Tl

45. fomr a1 7T AT T

- ©T%F I

46. I UG YAATS FNMARITE AYIH aC TR Rgha
- feasia szo

47. TEIN AR FTWRRHA A azam

- ATeTeeIH Jtardy

48. 3ifer AR MY TR AYIH T TR

17
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- 3. AT IR T
49. At V3 ¥, ARH | wERWARAA
- @lelol

9

50. NYITH (ST =1 TRIA

- T° SfreT sJayT uIN

51. NYITH ICSTET (T1IITS

- NI TYFSIS

52. FYITH (o1 w112 af6 Ffseraa
- STT @S

53. MBF AT NYITH I(ST

- Morfer 7aT

54. SINTAW, ANTIF FYFN I(OT 7T A2 (@@
SfarfstET

- & st ITTT

55. As | Know Him

- Rupam Kumar Brahma

56. A Shradhanjali to my Father-in-Law
- Pradyut Kr. Das

57.3#a1=ﬂmaa’lmmlwww

- JUSTSIT SgAART



58. 3T TR AR AYH &

- T9 wEA
59. FENIH aUf Yrremgay ERFaE 3R Reifer wreeit
- YTOER §EHA

60. FEYRTH ST @t

63. AR Al AYRH T

- gaR

64. AT YAABAN ARH T

- afer I FgAT

65. Sifel ATAT AT FANIR AYH T
- ¥R AR

66. PrFTSY NYITH (ST w13F Afs THAT

- 99 A"
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67. Pfox RFIET

~ ST T JTST

68. AFTS T@IHT

- G° FfeveT FfereT HIT

69. TTS HYITH I(ST R IF AAFT
- T TSI

70. TFTT FTUFT SR SIS

-RIEE TICEE]

71. GfS IrafF s foraify atarar S
- Pt =

72. ASF AT fSE

- sAferdt I

73. IRA fRaR TWR Jeer ) arfafds
- RfgafaR sgraik

74. IR FIERIE MATEEET

- g sgAai
75. A9 feAiEe
- e arenit
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77. ImzafE

- M §EH

78. AT BRI AYHA TR wraiemt
- gFafa EEe

79. AYRH T WRIA I3 MaATar=Et 3 aEer
- Rateaa AEEi

80. 3ATar

- fRde 7

81 FwR YW I wRE! RAfdarEt Gerar
- TRRA AR

82. § AT AfAfAH

- FATATGATT T

83. Awgifafa A

- Fifdrer e #EwEH

84. Thorse Hathorkhi Gwmabaobai

- Binode Basumatary

85. WY I(GT wI9F ~f¥a Pfow aFTafT Tamrafer

- O" A5Gl I3
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86. AT WYITH ITT 7sTe (ST MY TFoFITS
o7t fafas sfasy

- J(EIT TSI
87. A[SIT AFTHT

- (SIS ST
88. oF wrafer
- &t

There are a total of 88 articles in this book in three languages,
Bodo, Assamese, and English language. Among these 88 articles, 40 are the
Bodo, 40 are also Assamese and 8 articles are the English. The articles were

written on the great personality of Madhu Ram Baro.

6. Phulung (The Stream), 2014

A Biennial Mouthpiece of North Kokrajhar Anchalik Committee,
All Bodo Students Union published on the occasion of the 26" Annual
Conference held on 13" & 14" December 2014 at Jwhwlao Dwimalu
Fwthar, Karigaon, Kokrajhar, Assam. In this mouthpiece, Dr. Mangalshing
Hazowary writes an article “Madhu Ram Baroni ‘Jwngblaori Khunthia ni
Swmwvdwi Sungdo Bijirnai”. In this article, Hazowary introduces his short
life sketch and writes on his contributions to language and literature along
with the criticism of the poetry ‘Jwngblaori Khunthia’. Hazowary criticizes
the poetry line to line and mentions that the ‘Jwngblaori Khunthia’ poetry is
Monologue type and Jwngblaori Khunthia’ is personifying the people. It’s

a milestone of scientific development.
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7. BORO RAO THUNLAINI JARIMIN, (2017)

This book is a history of Bodo language and literature written by
Anil Kumar Brahma and published by Amir Adhikary, on behalf of N.L.
publications Kokrajhar, BTC. Assam in 2017. In this book, Anil Kumar
Brahma in his article, “Gwdan Mugani Makhase Khonthaigiri Arw
Swrjithaiphwr” writes about Madhu Ram Baro’s educational life and his
contributions to linguistics and literature. Brahma mentions a total of
seventeen (17) fiction and non-fiction literature of Madhu Ram Baro’s

contribution.

Besides, the above-mentioned books and articles, there are no
other written documents available on the contribution of Madhu Ram Baro

to the Bodo Language and Literature.



