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PREFACE

My motivation for writing this thesis is deeply personal and intricately connected
with my longstanding academic interest in Dalit literature, gender studies, and social
justice. Born and raised in India, 1 witnessed firsthand the harsh realities and stark
disparities of the caste system. Over the years, these observations transformed into an

insatiable quest for understanding and advocating for equality and justice.

As 1 delved deeper into the literature and narratives that arose from the margins
of our society, | was profoundly moved by the autobiographies of Dalit women. They
were powerful testimonies of resilience and resistance, etching a stark portrait of the
intersecting oppressions of caste and gender. Yet, these narratives were not just about
pain and suffering; they also captured the authors' unwavering spirit, their ceaseless

struggle for dignity, and their relentless pursuit of self-emancipation.

However, these narratives remained under-explored and under-appreciated
despite their richness and significance. | feltacompelling need to bridge this gap, to bring
these voices from the periphery to the mainstream, to shine a light on the secret lives and
the silent struggles of Dalit women. It was this driving force that led to the conception of
this work.

Through this thesis, I intend to present a thorough analysis of these influential
autobiographies, providing a comparative perspective of Dalit women's lives in
Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu. | hope that the thesis will catalyse dialogue and discussion,
promoting a deeper understanding of the caste system, gender discrimination, and the

transformative power of self-expression and resistance.



