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Abstract: Educating every child is very essential as they are the future citizens of a country. Every child 
deserves to receive quality education irrespective of caste, creed, and sex, colour, etc.The Childrenwith 
Special Needs are the most vulnerable group who need special attention. They ensure right to care, 
protection and security for children with different types of disabilities. Children with special needs 
ensure the right to development with dignity and equality creating an enabling environment where 
children can exercise their rights; enjoy equal opportunities and full participation in accordance with 
various statuses through different kind of facilities.Accessibility of facilities should be presented in 
every special school in such a manner that it should be obliging for children with different types of 
disabilities. The main aim of this paper is to assess the facilities available for children with special needs 
in special schools of Assam and how these facilities facilitate the education of children with special 
needs. The study was conducted on special schools of Assam, with 211 teachers/administrators as the 
sample.A total number of 20 special schools is available in Assam. The data were collected through a 
self-developed questionnaire. Findings of the study revealed that the accessibility of facilities for 
children with special needs were not satisfactory and adequate in bothphysical andeducational services. 
On the other hand,provisions to facilitate children with special needs forself-dependent living werefound 
to be onan average level. 
Key words: Facilities, Children with special needs, special schools. 
Objectives: The aim of this paper is to assessthe facilities available for Children with Special Needs in 
Assam. 
Introduction:The concept of education for children with special needs is based on the concept of 
education for all. Education is a birth right of every child. The Constitution of India has declared’ 
Education’ as a fundamental right for the citizen of India. Being a right education should be access to 
every child irrespective of their normalcy. Education is important because it enables a child who needs 
special care to overcome disability and be useful member of the society. But in case of infrastructural 
facilities, they were not much satisfied and they were in favour of providing more facilities to general 
schools from the part of the government for children with special needs. 
      A peaceful natural environment is one of the most essential aspects necessary for teaching learning 
activity in special schools. Therefore, utmost care must be taken about the physical facilities and hygiene 
of the students. A special school should be specially built having permanent building, residential facility, 
playground, drinking water, sanitation facility, staff room etc.  The Children with Special Needs as the 
name suggests are different from the other children in many aspects, so they need specialized facilities 
in the learning environment. An valuable and child friendly school facility is responsive to the changing 
programmes of every educational delivery, and at minimum should provide a physical environment 
which is comfortable, safe, secure, easy, accessible, well illuminated, well-ventilated and aesthetically 
pleasing. And the school facility consists of not only the physical complex and the different variety of 
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school building systems, such as mechanical, electrical, security, and telecommunication. The facility 
also includes furnishing, materials, equipment and information technology, as well as various aspect of 
the building. The school facility is much more than a passive container of the educational process; it is 
an integral part of every condition of learning. It has been felt that Children with Special Needs require 
special arrangements in the school environment for their mobility and independent functioning. The 
special schools are also expected to address accessibility related issues as per the stipulations of the 
Persons with Disabilities Act, 1995, and ensure that all existing structures as well as future production 
projects in their campuses are made disabled friendly. The institutes should create special facilities such 
as ramps, rails and special toilets, and make other necessary changes to suit the children with special 
needs. 
Review of Related Literature: 

Abraham & Stoker, (1984) in their study entitle “An evaluation of methods used to teach 
speech to the hearing impaired using a simulation technique” Hearing impairments, speech skills, 
simulation, cued speech, program effectiveness. In this study the effectiveness of syllable practice and 
word methods in teaching speech to severally hearing-impaired children were investigated with normal 
hearing listeners. The effect of well speech was evaluated for each teaching method and the results 
indicate that a syllable practice approach showed significantly higher overage gains in acquisition of 
novel phonemes that did a whole word method. 

Bhuyan (1991), “Development of Education among Physically Handicapped Students of 
Assam since Independence (1991). The study area covered the physically handicapped students 
studying in different educational institutions meant for them. The differently abled include the blind, 
the deaf and dumb and the orthopedically handicapped students. The objective of the study was to find 
out the existing educational, vocational and rehabilitation facilities for the physically handicapped 
students in the state of Assam, The study covered the PH students studying in different educational 
institutions 71 meant for them in Assam and 50 orthopedically handicapped students in regular schools 
were selected for the purpose. 

Sarkar,Baruah,Hazarika, A.L. (2006) “Impact of aids and appliances on educational 
performance of children with special needs,” sample children were mainly using three types of aids and 
appliances – hearing aids (67), wheel chair (69), tricycle (79) and others (7). Wheel chairs and tricycles 
were not suited to village roads and hearing aids too need to be properly adjusted. Some instances of 
children with special needs being provided with aids and appliances which they do not need were also 
reported. 
The World Bank (2007), reported that educational attainment and attendance of the Children with 
Disability were very poor and far below than the national averages, data suggests that people with 
disabilities have much lower educational attainment rates, with 52 per cent literacy against a 35 percent 
average for the general population. 
 
Methodology: 
This paper includes both secondary and primary data. Descriptive survey method is used to fulfil the 
objective of the study. The primary data is collected through questionnaires from teachers and 
administrators of both government and private special schools of Assam. At present there are 20 
institutions especially meant for the children with special needs. A sample of 211 teachers and 
administrators were taken from both government and private institution of special school. The secondary 
data were taken from published/unpublished Ph. D thesis, journals, books, websites etc. The facilities 
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available in special schools of Assam areanalyzed through both primary and secondary data.  
Facilities available for Children with Special Needs in Special School of Assam: 

 Medical facility: Children with special needs are a crucial section of the society. What these 
children require, is extra care and facilities to assist them physically. Such children need 
special medical care and their problems are to be tackled in a special manner. Medical facility 
for children with special needs includes all services provided to any child who visit the 
government health facilities such as growth and developmental screening, assessment of 
nutritional status and immunization.  

 Health Campaign Programmes: Health is one of the most important components in any 
educational programme. Without good health one cannot receive proper education. A health 
campaign is an innovative engagement programme that utilizes clinical information among 
parents and teachers. Health campaigns are redefined how one can perceive healthcare. The 
chief objective of health campaign is to inform educate and make people aware about their 
physical and mental health and the dietary needs. 

 Availability of Psychological Clinic: Psychological clinic specifically provides continuing 
and comprehensive mental and behavioral health care for individuals. It is very much 
essential for CWSN in the following areas: 
- It helps in understanding mental health of the students 
- It helps in ability to assess cognitive, behavioral, emotional and interpersonal functioning 

of the students. 
- Understands professional expectations 
- Creating awareness with the larger context 
- Solves adjustment issues, behavioral problems including dependence and emotional 

problems.  

 Sanitization facility: Basic sanitation service means improved sanitation (flush/ pour flush 
to piped sewer systems, septic tanks or pit latrines, composting toilets with slabs), at the 
school that are single-sex and usable. Classrooms are the areas of the school that students 
spend the most time in, which is why having clean classroom is important. The school 
sanitization is related to several factors like waste management, the health of the students 
and staff and overall cleaning services. All Government and private schools have proper 
sanitization facility. 

 Technological Aids:  Modern technology in educational programme is one of the essential 
tools to make the whole process more efficient and scientific. It has great potential in 
providing access to all learners, and the ability to access the general education 
curriculum.Most classrooms have children with specific learning disabilities who need 
continuous support by modern technologies. The use of appropriate technology will allow 
and enable children to work at their own pace, with flexible curriculum to leverage each 
child’s strengths. But the rapid development and application of computer-based technology 
has created available options for disabled students ending the barriers and limited 
opportunities of CWSN that have long faced. Computer programmes have been designed to 
make it easy for CWSN to access material, communicate their ideas and work, and participate 
in different educational experiences. For example, Braille reading and writing techniques 
have helped blind or visually impaired students continue their education. It is also important 
to realize there are much different kind of disabilities, and those modern technologies that 
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have been developed to assist those who possess one or more of them. Everyneeds and 
disabilities are different from each other, and some students deal with more than one, all 
CWSN face numerous challenges in the traditional classroom environment. Therefore, the 
modern technologies facilitate special children to deal with their exceptionalities. 

 Sufficient Resources for Children with Special Needs: Sufficient resources are very much 
essential for CWSN in their schools. The schools have CWSN friendly infrastructure and 
supportive school environment. Physical resources include equipment, land and other assets, 
support CWSN learning programmes and services and improve their effectiveness. 

 Modifying furniture for Children with Special Needs:  Modifying furniture is very much 
essential for CWSN for their better accessibility. The concept of adaptive classrooms is very 
important, those that have specialized furniture with safety and flexibility features, designed 
to support ease of usage, as well as access to CWSN students. Modifying furniture helps 
support increased attention span, reduced fatigue and improved behavior as well as 
cooperation among students. Classrooms for CWSN should be carefully designed to improve 
learning outcomes, by providing an atmosphere of comfort, security and calmness, turned to 
harness their heightened sensory responses. Modifying furniture can help children be 
successful learners and be an active participant in classroom activities, but it should be based 
on the individuality of the students. It helps to improve fine motor skill development, 
facilitate longer periods of concentration and promote socialization and play, allowing 
CWSN to overcome barriers and feel less isolated. CWSN students face multiple challenges 
when entering the classroom. Ordinary school chair and desks are often unable to provide 
the physical support they need in order to learn, while inappropriate desk/chair height can 
prevent them from being active participants in classroom activities. For proper learning, 
high-low seating options and height adjustable desks are often required. Furthermore, 
adaptive play furniture allows students to interact eye-to-eye, facilitating and encouraging 
social engagement 

 Assistive Devices for Children with Disability: Aids and devices are the supportive devices 
used by CWSN in improving their quality of life in terms of mobility, communication and 
for performing their daily activities. By using of these aids CWSN becomes independent and 
their participation in the society increase. Aids include modified eating utensils, adapted 
books, pencil holders, adapted personal hygiene aids, adapted seating and standing tables, 
Braille or speech output devices, large print screens, and adaptive driving aids, hearing aids, 
wheelchair etc. 

 Library Facility: Library is one of the most important pillars of any educational institution. 
The school libraries especially are considered as integral part of any education system. The 
school libraries have an additional role of creating habit of using the library to the students. 
The school library also supports the academic programmes/ educational activities. The 
school library accelerates a student to a boundless acquisition of knowledge. There is no 
better place other than a school library to teach the child the art of study through self-effort. 
CWSN may have limited social skills or academic skills and it is vital that their self-esteem 
and confidence is established and maintained. The school library is an area in which students 
have the opportunity to interact independently without the constraints of a classroom. It also 
contributes to the personal growth of CWSN students in the mainstream schools. There are 
many opportunities of a school library in educating the CWSN as follows: 
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- Providing the opportunity for team work among peers. 
- Sharing games and other activities among students. 
- Try to execute play way method by giving responsibilities. 
- Increase the level of confidence by simple word of praise. 
- Helps in developing the socialization skills. 

With the help of these techniques school library facility can easily develop the level of confidence of 
CWSN without any specific effort. The school library should be sensitive towards the needs and 
problems of CWSN and encourage their inherent capabilities.   

 Special Transport system: The special school administration system always ensure that CWSN 
are transported in a comfortable safe manner in the approved transportation facility of the 
institution, which in many cases is mainly the school bus. The school transportation should be 
organized and planned in such a way that it provides proper and sufficient support for CWSN. 
For CWSN, it is important to have a transportation representative who would provide the 
following points as regards the bus transportation facility in the school: 

- The type of vehicle that the student can ride 
- The length of the ride, pick-up and drop-off timings 
- Temperature condition during every weather 
- An emergency communication system should be present in the bus if required 

            Wheelchairs should be frequently used as the mode of transport on the school bus for children 
with different special needs. However, it is important that certified transit wheelchair has to be used for 
the purpose. Car-type units, stroller devices, three-wheeled devices, etc, cannot be used as occupied 
transport in a school bus. For every CWSN, a medical emergency unit should be present on the bus. It 
was observed that all the Government schools have the provision of transportation only few private 
schools did not have the medical provision 

 Provision of Hostel: An inexpensive lodging facility is very much important for CWSN. Hostel 
or residential facility should be arranged in the school campus or inside the campus of the school 
accordingly students can accommodate easily. Residential Facility:  A residential school is an 
institution where the child lives within premises while given formal education. CWSN who stay 
and study in residential schools are self-reliant and gain more confidence to tackle future 
challenges. Effective guidance and discipline ensure the development of students in residential 
schools. Extra care and attention are given to CWSN in residential schools. CWSN students 
mainly face problems with mobility, so they should stay in residential schools which will help 
them to get into the classes easily. 

 Provision of Safe Drinking Water: 
 Water distribution in the schools is one of the important aspects in every institution. Pure 
running water is very important for hygiene of the students. Safe and readily available water is 
essential for the health of the students. Pure drinking water facility is very much necessary for 
the health of the students. The provision of drinking water is technically one of the essential 
resources in every school. Drinking water facility should be available in every weather 
condition in every school. In maximum school’s aqua guard is available for students 

 Organize Excursion: Excursion is a leisure time activity which is mainly organized for the 
all-round development of the students. Organizing excursion for CWSN will develop their 
inherent qualities. Excursions can encourage CWSN to participate in hand on activities like 
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planting vegetables and feeding animals, and also additionally provides real world 
experiences. Excursions are significant educational tool for getting CWSN involved in the 
society.  

  Facilities for Recreational activities: Recreational activities are one of the essential co-
curricular activities of every school. CWSN are often excluded from activities that other 
children take for granted, like enjoying recreational activities. They are often excluded from 
many of the things that help children develop and give them opportunities to reach their full 
potential. Recreational activities consist of experiences carried on within leisure usually 
chosen voluntarily by the participant. These activities provide importance of recreations on 
one’s life specifically in three aspects- physical health, mental health and improving quality 
of life. It not only helps to gather knowledge but to use it ethically to lead a healthy and better 
life and teaches one to think with a more practical approach to life. It also enhances ones all 
round development. It includes activities like drawing, singing, dancing, drama and different 
kind of group activities. 

Findings and Discussion 

The finding on the facilities available for children with special needs in special schools reveals that they 
are not satisfactory. The overall facilities in special schools are not sufficient; it does not fulfill the needs 
of the children. It has been felt that CWSN require special arrangements in the environment for their 
mobility and independent functioning. It is also a fact that many institutes have physical barriers that 
disabled persons find difficult for their day-today functioning. The colleges are expected to address 
accessibility related issues as per the stipulations of the Persons with Disabilities Act 1995, and ensure 
that all existing structures as well as future construction projects in their campuses are made disabled 
friendly. 

Table No: 1 Showing the Opinion of principal/administration and teachers regarding the Facilities 
available for Children with Special Needs (N=211) 

Sl. No Facility Frequency Percentage 

1. Medical facilities 211 100% 
2. Health Campaign programmes 164 77.73% 
3. Equipped with Technology 144 68.23% 
4. Special Transport system 211 100% 
5. Availability of Psychological Clinic 50 23.7% 
6. Library Facility 211 100% 
7. Provision of hostel 211 100% 

8. Provision of running water facility 211 100% 

9. Provision of drinking water facility 211 100% 

10. Organize Excursion 181 85.78% 

11. Facilities for Recreational activities 211 100% 

12. Residential school 203 96.21% 
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13. Sufficient resources for Children with 
Special Needs 

144 68.23% 

14. Sanitization facility 211 100% 

15. Devices to help for children with 
disability 

211 100% 

 
Graphical representation of table no.1 Facilities in Special Schools 

 
Figure No. 1, showing the facilities available for children with special needs in Assam 

The above data indicates the facilities available for children with special needs in Assam.The centper 
cent of teachers/ administrator replied positively about having medicalfacilities,in the special 
schools.77.73% of schools organizes health campaign programmes. Majority of the special schools 
having the facilities like- library, hostel, safe drinking water, sanitization, transportation facility. 
However, only 23.7% of schools have psychological clinic facility. 144 (68.23%) of teachers informed 
about having equipped with technology like-. While 181 (85.78%) of teachers had opine 
oforganizingexcursion for students in every session. On the other hand, 68.23 per cent of teachers 
mention of having sufficient resources for children with special needs in special schools.Cent per cent 
of schools have different devices to help for children with different types of disability. 
Suggestion for improving the facilities of children with special needs in special schools:Some of the 
suggestions are highlighted below for the proper and advance facilities for Children with Special Needs 
in special schools. 

1. Attitudinal barriers need to be addressed seriously through different sensitization programme. 
2. Govt. schools with special equipment for different types of disabilities should be established for 

decreasing the dropout rate of CWSN. Provisions should be made for tracking the CWSNs 
progress and smooth transition from elementary to secondary schools with the cooperation of 
SSA and elementary education department for smooth harnessing of the facilities. 

3. Concerned NGOs should be encouraged to take initiative for education of the differently able 
along with health, advocacy, livelihood training, providing scholarship, rehabilitation, 
physiotherapy, counselling and creating awareness about the rights and laws. 
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4. Provisions should be made for architecturally barrier free irrespective of types and category of 
disabilities. 

5. For successful integration of children with special needs, provision of aids and appliances are 
required. Through convergence with the State Health Department, Social Welfare and NGOs, 
different aids and appliances may be provided to the CWSNs. 

Conclusion – The facilities for Children with Special Needs will remain a policy on paper, unless the 
challenges are carefully identified and systematically implemented. Instead of focusing physical access 
to school emphasis should be laid on the availability of the advanced facilities and modern technologies 
in the school atmosphere. Awareness about the facilities and provisions for Children with Special Needs 
should be created among all sections in the society in order to change the negative attitude about the 
Children with Special Needs. The institutes should create special facilities such as ramps, rails and 
special toilets, and make other necessary changes to suit the special needs of Children with Special 
Needs. The construction plans should clearly address the accessibility issues pertaining to special needs. 
Guidelines on accessibility laid out by the office of the Chief Commissioner of Disabilities. Children 
With Special Needs require special aids and appliances for their daily functioning. These aids are 
available through various schemes of the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. In addition to 
the procurement of assistive devices through these schemes, the higher education institute may also need 
special learning and assessment devices to help Children With Special Needs students enrolled for 
higher education. In addition, visually challenged students need Readers. Availability of devices such 
as computers with screen reading software, low-vision aids, scanners, mobility devices, etc., in the 
institutes would enrich the educational experiences of Children with Special Needs. Therefore, Special 
schools are encouraged to procure such devices and provide facility of Readers for visually challenged 
students. 
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