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Appendix 1. 

Data Points (DP) 

DP1: Extent of Implementation of Disbursement of Mudra Loan (in Crore Rupees) per 

1 Lakh Population 

DP2: Extent of Implementation of Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana (PMJJBY) 

DP3: Extent of Implementation of Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana (PMSBY) 

DP4: Extent of Implementation of Atal Pension Yojana (APY) 

DP5: Extent of Implementation of Percentage of Accounts Seeded with Aadhaar to 

Total Bank Accounts 

DP6: Extent of Implementation of Number of Accounts Opened Under Pradhan Mantri 

Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) per 1 Lakh Population 

DP7: Percentage of Youth Certified in Short-Term or Long-Term Training Schemes 

DP8: Extent of Implementation of Employment Programme in Terms of Youth Trained 

Under Short-Term or Long-Term Training 

DP9: Extent of Implementation of Apprenticeship Programme in Terms of Number of 

Apprenticeships Completed 

DP10: Percentage of People Certified Under Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) to 

Non-Formally Skilled Workforce 

DP11: Percentage of Certified Trained Women 

DP12: Percentage of Certified Trained SC (Scheduled Castes) 

DP13: Percentage of Certified Trained ST (Scheduled Tribes) 

DP14: Percentage of Certified Trained OBC (Other Backward Classes) 

DP15: Percentage of Certified Trained Minorities 
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DP16: Percentage of Certified Trained Differently Abled 

DP17: Percentage of Households with Electricity Connection 

DP18: Percentage of Gram Panchayats with Internet Connection 

DP19: Percentage of Habitations with Access to All-Weather Roads under PMGSY. 

DP20: Percentage of All-Weather Road Work Completed under PMGSY. 

DP21: Percentage of Households with Individual Household Latrines 

DP22: Percentage of Rural Habitations with Access to Potable Water 

DP23: Percentage Coverage of Common Service Centres at Gram Panchayat Level 

DP24: Percentage of Pucca Houses Constructed for Eligible Households 

DP25: Percentage of Area Under Micro-Irrigation 

DP26: Percentage Increase in Water Bodies Rejuvenated Under MGNREGA 

.DP27: Percentage of Net Sown Area in Kharif Season Covered Under PMFBY 

DP28: Percentage of Net Sown Area in Rabi Season Covered Under PMFBY 

DP29: Percentage Increase in Agricultural Credit 

DP30: Percentage of Certified Quality Seed Distribution 

DP31:Percentage of Certified Quality Seed Distribution 

DP32: Number of Mandis Linked to Electronic Market 

DP33: Percentage Increase in Mandis Linked to Electronic Market  

DP34: Percentage Change in Price Realization for Wheat 

DP36: Percentage Change in Price Realization for Grade A Paddy  

DP37: Percentage Share of High-Value Crops to Total Sown Area 
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DP39: Percentage Change in Agricultural Productivity of Major Crop2 in Kharif 

DP40: Percentage Change in Agricultural Productivity of Major Crop1 in Rabi 

DP41: Percentage Change in Agricultural Productivity of Major Crop2 in Rabi  

DP42: Percentage of Animals Vaccinated 

DP43: Percentage of Artificial Insemination Coverage 

DP44: Percentage of Soil Health Cards Distributed  

DP45: Transition Rate from Primary to Upper Primary School Level (2023-2024) 

DP46: Transition Rate from Upper Primary to Secondary School Level (2023-2024) 

DP47: Percentage of Schools with Functional Girls’ Toilets 

DP48: Current Female Literacy Rate (15+ Age Group) 

DP49: Percentage of Schools with Functional Drinking Water Facility 

DP50: Percentage of Schools with Functional Electricity Facility at Secondary Level 

DP51: Percentage of Elementary Schools Complying with RTE-Specified Pupil-

Teacher Ratio 

DP52: Percentage of Schools Providing Textbooks Within 1 Month of Academic 

Session Start (2023-2024) 

DP53: Percentage of Pregnant Women Receiving 4 or More ANC Check-ups (Aug 

2023) 

DP54: Percentage of ANC Registered Within First Trimester (Aug 2023)  

DP55: Percentage of Pregnant Women Registered for ANC (Aug 2023) 
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DP56: Percentage of Pregnant Women Regularly Taking Supplementary Nutrition (Aug 

2023) 

DP57: Percentage of Pregnant Women with Severe Anaemia Treated (Aug 2023) 

DP58: Percentage of Pregnant Women Tested for Haemoglobin 4 or More Times (Aug 

2023) 

DP59: Current Sex Ratio at Birth 

DP60: Percentage of Institutional Deliveries (April-June 2023) 

DP61: Percentage of Home Deliveries Attended by Skilled Birth Attendants (April-June 

2023) 

DP62: Percentage of Newborns Breastfed Within One Hour of Birth (April-June 2023) 

DP63: Percentage of Low Birth Weight Babies (April-June 2023)  

DP64: Percentage of Underweight Children Under 6 Years (April-June 2023) 

DP65: Percentage of Stunted Children Under 6 Years (April-June 2023) 

DP66: Percentage of Children Under 5 Years with Diarrhoea Treated with ORS (April-

June 2023) 

DP67: Percentage of Children Under 5 Years with Diarrhoea Treated with Zinc (April-

June 2023) 

DP68: Percentage of Children Under 5 Years with ARI Taken to a Health Facility (Last 

2 Weeks) 

DP69: Percentage of Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) in Children Under 6 Years 

DP70: Percentage of Moderate Acute Malnutrition (MAM) in Children Under 6 Years 

DP71: Percentage of Breastfeeding Children Receiving Adequate Diet (6-23 Months, 

Aug 2023) 
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DP72: Percentage of Non-Breastfeeding Children Receiving Adequate Diet (6-23 

Months, Aug 2023) 

DP73: Percentage of Children Fully Immunized (9-11 Months) 

DP74: TB Case Notification Rate (Aug 2023) 

DP75: TB Treatment Success Rate (Aug 2023) 

DP76: Proportion of Sub-Centres/PHCs Converted into Health & Wellness Centres 

(HWCs) 

DP77: Percentage of PHCs Compliant with Indian Public Health Standards (IPHS) 

DP78: Proportion of Functional FRUs (First Referral Units) 

DP79: Proportion of Specialist Services Available in District Hospitals 

DP80: Percentage of Anganwadis/UPHCs Conducting VHSND/UHSND (Aug 2023) 

DP81: Proportion of Anganwadis with Own Buildings 

DP82: Percentage of FRUs with Labour Rooms and Obstetrics OT NQAS Certified  



 

1 
 

Questionnaire 

 Aspirational Districts Programme and its impact on Entrepreneurs in North-East India 

Profile of the Entrepreneur 

a. Name of the respondent/ owner of enterprise:                                              

b. District:  

c. State: 

d. Type of Enterprise: Service/Manufacturing (please tick one) 

e. Gender of owner of Enterprise: Male/Female/Other (please tick one) 

f. Social Status of owner of Enterprise: General/OBC/ST/SC (please tick one) 

g. Year of establishment:                                    

h. Year of registration...................... 

i. Number of Employment generated:                        Male......... Female............ 

Please respond with the most appropriate answer by ticking the box. 

A. (i) On Awareness of Aspirational District programme 

Sl No Q.Code General Questions Not at 
all 
Aware 

Somewhat 
Aware 

Aware Highly 
Aware  

1 G.1 Objectives of Aspirational District Programme 
    

2 G.2 Key Indicators of Aspirational District Programme 
    

3 G.3 Role of State Government in implementation of Aspirational District 
Programme 

    

4 G.4 Role of District Administration in implementation of Aspirational District 
Programme 

    

               (ii) On Awareness of select indicators of Aspirational District programme 

Sl No Q.Code  On Financial inclusion and Skill Development  Not at 
all 
Aware 

Somewhat 
Aware 

Aware Highly 
Aware  



 

2 
 

1 FISD. 1  Mudra loans         

2 FISD. 2 Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana (PMJJBY)          

3 FISD. 3 Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana (PMSBY)         

4 FISD. 4 Atal Pension Yojana (APY)          

5 FISD. 5 Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana         

6 FISD. 6 Subsidy from the Government 
    

7 FISD. 7 Short-term or long-term training schemes for youth in district in age group 
15-29 

        

8 FISD. 8 Employment opportunities for youth trained under short-term or long-term 
training 

        

9 FISD. 9 Apprenticeship Programmes that are available for online registration         

10 FISD.10 Certification Programmes for Recognition of Prior Learning to non-formally 
skilled workforce 

        

 On Basic infrastructure 

11 BI.1 Process to avail a new electricity connection         

12  BI.2 Gram Panchayats are supposed to have Internet connection         

13 BI.3 Schemes under which access to all weather roads is provided to Households         

14 BI.4 Process to apply for individual household latrines         

15 BI.5 Provision for own Household to access adequate quantity of potable water 
(40 lpcd) drinking water 

        

16 BI.6 Availability of Common Service Centre at Gram Panchayat          

17 BI.7 Schemes under which there is provision of construction of pucca houses for 
poor households 

        

 Agriculture & Water Resources 

18 AWR.1 Micro-irrigation schemes of the Government          

19 AWR.2 Water bodies being rejuvenated under MGNREGA in the vicinity   

20 AWR.3 Procedure to avail Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) coverage in 
Kharif season  

        



 

3 
 

21 AWR.4 Procedure to avail Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) coverage in 
Rabi season  

        

22 AWR.5 Mandis in the District linked to Electronic Market 
    

23 AWR.6 Minimum Support Price (MSP)) for the agricultural produce 
    

24 AWR.7 Schemes to get animals vaccinated         

25 AWR.8 Procedure for Artificial insemination coverage         

26 AWR.9 Soil Health Cards          

 Education 

27 E.1  Schools in the District with functional girls’ toilets         

28 E.2 Female literacy rate (15+ age group) in the District         

29 E.3 Schools in the District with functional drinking water facility         

30 E.4 Schools in the District with functional electricity facility at secondary level         

31 E.5 Elementary schools in the District complying with RTE specified Pupil Teacher 
Ratio 

        

32 E.6 Schools in the District providing textbooks to children within 1 month of start 
of academic session  

        

 Health & Nutrition 

33 HN.1 Pregnant women should receive 4 or more antenatal care check-ups         

34 HN.2 Children are fully immunized (9-11 months) (BCG+ DPT3 + OPV3 + Measles1) 
in the district 

        

35 HN.3 Availability of specialist services available in district hospitals against IPHS 
norms 

        

36 HN.4  Conducting of Village Health Sanitation & Nutrition day/Urban Health 
Sanitation & Nutrition day outreach by Anganwadis/UPHCs (at least one in 
one month)  

        

37 HN.5 Proportion of Anganwadis with own buildings         

38 HN.6 Percentage of First Referral Units (FRU) with labour rooms and obstetrics OT 
NQAS certified (meet LaQShyaquidelines) 
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B. On the Benefits received by the entrepreneurs after implementation of Aspirational District Programme  

Sl No Benefits received  Yes No If yes, year of 
availing   

1 I have availed of Mudra loans       

2 I have availed of Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana (PMJJBY)        

3 I have availed of Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana (PMSBY)       

4 I have availed of Atal Pension Yojana (APY)        

5 I have seeded my Aadhaar ID to my bank account       

6 I have availed of Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana        

7 I am a beneficiary of any short term or long term training schemes for youth in 
district in age group 15-29 

      

8 I have completed online registration of any Apprenticeship Programme       

10 I have participated in certification programmes for Recognition of Prior Learning 
to non-formally skilled workforce 

      

11 I have electricity connection in my home and workplace       

12 My Gram Panchayat has an Internet connection       

13 My Habitation has access to all weather roads under PMGSY       

14 My household has an Individual Household latrines provided by the government        

15 My Household has access to adequate quantity of potable water (40 lpcd) 
drinking water 

      

16 My Gram Panchayat has an established Common Service Centre       

17 I/My family is a beneficiary of micro-irrigation schemes of the Govt         
There are water bodies being rejuvenated under MGNREGA in my vicinity 

   

18 I/My family has availed Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) coverage in 
both Kharif and Rabi season.* 

      

19 I/My family has availed Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) coverage in 
this Rabi season 

      

20 I/My family has got my/our animals vaccinated       



 

5 
 

21 I/My family has Artificial insemination coverage       

22 I/My family has Soil Health Cards        

23 All schools in my Gram Panchayat where our children study have functional girls’ 
toilets 

      

25 All schools in my Gram Panchayat where our children study have functional 
drinking water facility 

      

26 All schools in my Gram Panchayat where our children study have functional 
electricity facility at secondary level 

      

         27 All elementary schools in my Gram Panchayat are complying with RTE specified 
Pupil Teacher Ratio 

      

28 All schools in my Gram Panchayat are providing textbooks to children within 1 
month of start of academic session. 

      

29  I/Pregnant women in my family received 4 or more antenatal care check-ups 
during pregnancy 

      

30  I/Pregnant women in my family got ANC registered within the first trimester       

31  I/Pregnant women in my family regularly took Supplementary Nutrition under 
the ICDS programme 

      

32  I/Pregnant women in my family was severely anemic and got treated in the 
government hospital. 

      

         33 I/Pregnant women in my family gave birth and had an Institutional delivery       

34  I/Pregnant women in my family gave birth and had delivery at home attended 
by an SBA (Skilled Birth Attendance) trained health worker 

      

 

C. On Impact on Entrepreneurs after implementation of Aspirational District Programme (Please rate from 1 to 5 where 1 is ‘Not at 

all’ and 5 is ‘a great extent’) 

Sl No Changes  
 

1 To what extent, your level of skill development has been improved after the implementation of ADP.   

2 To what extent, you can expand your enterprise after the implementation of ADP. 
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3 To what extent, you have increased your sales after the implementation of ADP 
 

4 To what extent, you can increase number of Employment in your enterprise after the implementation of 
ADP 

 

5 To what extent, you can expand your products into new markets after the implementation of ADP 
 

6 To what extent, you can launch new products and services after the implementation of ADP. 
 

7 To what extent, the profitability of your enterprise has been increased after the implementation of ADP. 
 

8 To what extent, did the ADP help you to grow your enterprise  
 

9 To what extent, did the ADP boost you to continue as entrepreneur 
 

10 To what extent, did the ADP bring positive entrepreneurial environment in your area. 
 

 

Any other comments   .............................................................................................................................................................................. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you  

 

Signature of Respondent 

 



Questionnaire for Nodal Officer 

a. District Name: 

b. State: Assam 

c. Name and Designation of Nodal Officer:  

 

Financial inclusion 

Sl No Questions 
Below 
60% 

60%-
70% 

70%-
80% 

80%-
90% 

Above 
90% 

1 
What is the extent of implementation of disbursement of Mudra loan (in Crore rupees) 
per 1 lakh population?  

2 
What is the extent of implementation of Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana 
(PMJJBY) in terms of number of enrolments per 1 lakh population?  

3 
What is the extent of implementation of Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana (PMSBY) 
in terms of number of enrolments per 1 lakh population?  

4 
What is the extent of implementation of Atal Pension Yojana (APY) in terms of number of 
beneficiaries per 1 lakh population?  

5 
What is the extent of implementation of Percentage of accounts seeded with Aadhaar to 
total bank accounts?      

6 
What is the extent of implementation of Number of accounts opened under Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana per 1 Lakh population?  

7 
What is the Percentage of youth certified in short term or long term training schemes to 
no. of youth in district in age group 15-29*?      

8 
What is the extent of implementation of Employment programme in terms of youth 
trained under short term or long term training?      

9 
What is the extent of implementation of Apprenticeship Programme in terms of Number 
of Apprenticeships completed to total number of trainees registered on the portal?      

10 
What is the Percentage of people certified under Recognition of Prior Learning  to non-
formally skilled workforce?      

11.1 What is the Percentage of certified trained women?       



11.2 What is the Percentage of certified trained SC?      

11.3 What is the Percentage of certified trained ST?      

11.4 What is the Percentage of certified trained OBC?      

11.5 What is the Percentage of certified trained Minorities?      

11.6 What is the Percentage of certified trained differently abled?      

 

 

1 What is the Percentage of Households with electricity connection?      

2 What is the Percentage of Gram Panchayats with Internet connection?      

3.1 What is the Percentage of Habitations with access to all weather roads under PMGSY?      

3.2 
What is the Percentage of All-weather road work completed against the total sanctioned 
kilometres in the district under PMGSY?      

4 What is the Percentage of households with individual household latrines?      

5 
What is the Percentage of rural habitations with access to adequate quantity of potable 
water (40 lpcd) drinking water?      

6 
What is the Percentage coverage of establishment of Common Service Centres at Gram 
Panchayat level?      

7 

What is the Percentage of pucca houses constructed for households that are shelterless 
or have one room with Percentage of kuchha wall and roof or have 2 rooms with kuchha 
wall and roof?      

 
Agriculture & Water Resources 

1.1 What is the Percentage of area under micro-irrigation?      
1.2 What is the No. of water bodies rejuvenated under MGNREGA during this period?   

1.3 
In your opinion, What has been the increase in percentage terms in number of water 
bodies rejuvenated under MGNREGA in current year versus previous year?   

2.1 
What Percentage of net sown area in Kharif season is covered under Pradhan Mantri 
Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY)?      



2.2 
What Percentage of net sown area in Rabi season is covered under Pradhan Mantri Fasal 
Bima Yojana (PMFBY)?      

3.1 What is the Percentage increase in agricultural credit?      

3.2 What is the Percentage of Certified quality seed distribution?   

4 What is the Number of Mandis in the District linked to Electronic Market      

4.1 
In your opinion, what is the percentage increase in the Number of Mandis in the District 
linked to Electronic Market in current year versus previous year?      

5.1 

What is the Percentage change in Price Realization (defined as the difference between 
Farm Harvest Price (FHP) and Minimum Support Price (MSP)) for wheat for current 
season?      

5.2 

What is the Percentage change in Price Realization (defined as the difference between 
Farm Harvest Price (FHP) and Minimum Support Price (MSP)) for Common Paddy for 
current season?      

5.3 

What is the Percentage change in Price Realization (defined as the difference between 
Farm Harvest Price (FHP) and Minimum Support Price (MSP)) for Grade A Paddy for 
current season?      

6 
What is the Percentage share of high value crops to total sown area in the district as 
compared to the previous year?      

7.1 
What Is the Percentage change in Agricultural productivity of Major Crop1 in Kharif from 
previous year  

 

7.2 
What is the Percentage change in Agricultural productivity of Major Crop2 in Kharif from 
previous year? 

7.3 
What is the Percentage change in Agricultural productivity of Major Crop1 in Rabi from 
previous year? 

7.4 
What is the Percentage change in Agricultural productivity of Major Crop2 in Rabi from 
previous year? 

8 What is the Percentage of animals vaccinated?      

9 What is the Percentage of Artificial insemination coverage?       

10 What is the Percentage of Soil Health Cards distributed?      
 

 

1.1 
What is the Transition rate from primary to upper primary school level at the start of the 
current academic year (2023-2024)?      



1.2 
What is the Transition rate from upper primary to secondary school level at the start of the 
current academic year (2023-2024)?      

2 What is the percentage of schools in the District with functional girls’ toilets?      

3 What is the current Female literacy rate (15+ age group) in the District?      

4 What is the Percentage of schools in the District with functional drinking water facility?      

5 
What is the Percentage of schools in the District with functional electricity facility at 
secondary level?      

6 
What is the Percentage of elementary schools in the District complying with RTE specified 
Pupil Teacher Ratio?      

7 
What is Percentage of schools in the District providing textbooks to children within 1 month 
of start of academic session in current academic year 2023-2024?      

 

 

1.1 

What is the Percentage of pregnant women receiving 4 or more antenatal care check-ups 
to the total no. of pregnant women registered for antenatal care in the previous month 
(Aug, 2023)?      

1.2 
What is the Percentage of ANC registered within the first trimester against Total ANC 
Registration in the previous month (Aug, 2023)?      

1.3 
What is the Percentage of pregnant women (PWs) registered for ANCs to total estimated 
pregnancies in the previous month (Aug, 2023)?      

2 
What is the Percentage of pregnant women regularly taking Supplementary Nutrition under 
the ICDS programme in the previous month (Aug, 2023)?      

3.1 
What is the Percentage of Pregnant women having severe anaemia treated, against PW 
having severe anaemia tested cases in the previous month (Aug, 2023)?      

3.2 
What is the Percentage of pregnant women tested for Haemoglobin 4 or more times in 
respective ANCs to total ANC registration in the previous month (Aug, 2023)?      

4.1 What is the current Sex Ratio at birth of the District?  

4.2 
What is the Percentage of institutional deliveries to total estimated deliveries in the 
previous trimester (April - June, 2023)?      

5 

What is the Percentage of deliveries at home attended by an SBA (Skilled Birth 
Attendance) trained health worker to total home deliveries in the previous trimester (April - 
June, 2023)?      



6.1 
What is the Percentage of newborns breastfed within one hour of birth in the previous 
trimester (April - June, 2023)?      

6.2 
What is the Percentage of low birth weight babies (less than 2500g) in the previous 
trimester (April - June, 2023)?      

7 
What is the Percentage of underweight children under 6 years in the previous trimester 
(April - June, 2023)?        

8.1 
What is the Percentage of stunted children under 6 years in the previous trimester (April - 
June, 2023)?        

8.2 
What is the Percentage of children under 5 years with Diarrhoea treated with ORS in the 
previous trimester (April - June, 2023)?        

8.3 
What is the Percentage of children under 5 years with Diarrhoea treated with Zinc in the 
previous trimester (April - June, 2023)?        

8.4 
What is the Percentage of children under 5 years with Acute Respiratory Infections (ARI) 
taken to a health facility in the last 2 weeks?      

9.1 
What is the current Percentage of Severe Acute Malnourishment (SAM) in children under 
6 years to total children under 6 years?      

9.2 
What is the current Percentage of Moderate Acute Malnutrition (MAM) in children under 6 
years to total children under 6 years?      

10.1 
What is the current Percentage of Breastfeeding children receiving adequate diet (6-23 
months) in the previous month (Aug, 2023)? 

 10.2 
What is the current percentage of non-breastfeeding children receiving adequate diet (6-
23 months) in the previous month (Aug, 2023)? 

11 
What is the current Percentage of children fully immunized (9-11 months) (BCG+ DPT3 + 
OPV3 + Measles1)?      

12.1 
What is the Tuberculosis (TB) case notification rate (Public and Private Institutions) as 
against estimated cases in the previous month (Aug, 2023)?      

12.2 
What is the TB treatment success rate among notified TB patients (public and private) in 
the previous month (Aug, 2023)?      

13.1 
What is the Proportion of sub-centres/PHCs converted into Health & Wellness Centres 
(HWCs)?      

13.2 
What is the Percentage of Primary Health Centers compliant to Indian Public Health 
Standards?      

13.3 
What is the Proportion of functional FRUs (First Referral Units) against the norm of 1 per 
500,000 population (1 per 300,000 in hilly areas)?      



13.4 
What is the Proportion of specialist services available in district hospitals against IPHS 
norms?      

13.5 

What is the Percentage of Anganwadis/UPHCs reported to have conducted at least one 
Village Health Sanitation & Nutrition day / Urban Health Sanitation & Nutrition day 
outreach in the last one month (Aug, 2023)?      

13.6 What is the Proportion of Anganwadis with own buildings?      

13.7 
What is the Percentage of First Referral Units (FRU) with labour rooms and obstetrics OT 
NQAS certified (meet LaQShya quidelines)?      

 

 

 

Thank you  

 

 

 

Signature of Respondent 
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Micro Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) in Aspirational 
Districts of Sixth Schedule Areas of Assam

ABSTRACT
The present study examines the growth of Micro Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) before and after 
implementing the Aspirational District Programme (ADP). The type of MSME that mostly appeared in the study 
area after ADP and the relationship between the type of MSME and the Social Category of Owners are also 
examined. The Aspirational Districts of Assam’s Sixth Schedule Areas have been considered for this study; both 
a primary and secondary data have also been considered. According to the findings, micro-enterprises make up 
the majority of MSME in the study area; the MSME have grown significantly over the period, reaching 12.3% 
annually; and, there is a significant relation between the “Social Category of Owners and type of MSME” and 
“Social Category of Owners and nature of MSME.” Furthermore, it was found that over two-fifths of the MSME 
in the research area is owned by Scheduled Tribes (ST). 

KEYWORDS: MSME, Aspirational Districts, Aspirational District Programme, Sixth Schedule Area.

INTRODUCTION

Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSME) 
play a significant role in employment generation 

and economic growth in any country irrespective of 
developed or developing countries. The role of MSME 
in the Indian economy is highly significant as its share 
of contribution to the country’s GDP is about 30%. The 
MSME sector also accounts for more than one-third of 
India’s total manufacturing output. According to the 
Directorate General of Commercial Intelligence and 
Statistics (DGCIS), the manufacturing output share of 
MSME across all manufacturing output in India grew 
from 36.6% in 2019–20 to 36.9% in 2021–22 and 
then to 36.2% in 2022–23.  However, the contribution 
of medium enterprises is significantly lower than that 
of micro and small enterprises. The micro and small 
enterprises make up the majority of the contribution in 
terms of number of enterprises as well as employment. 
All of the North Eastern Indian states present the same 
image. In India, there were over 30 million MSME 
registered as of December 2023. Promoting the MSME 
sector is crucial due to its distinct role in industrialization, 
as well as its contribution to export promotion and job 

creation. This sector creates a platform for new ideas 
and new business units where people of all ages can 
enter. 

The Government of India has taken up various 
initiatives to support this sector. These include 
providing easier access to credit, simplifying 
regulations, and offering skill development programs. 
Some of the initiatives that can be mentioned are the 
MSME Self-Reliant India Fund, ASPIRE (A Scheme 
for Promoting Innovation, Rural Industries, and 
Entrepreneurship), Cluster Development Programmes, 
E-governance Initiatives, revision of the definition 
of MSME, etc. [1]. The revised definition of MSME 
(2020) has brought upward revision of investment 
limit; there is differentiation in the investment limit of 
manufacturing and service enterprises and turnover. An 
enterprise’s turnover condition was not in the MSME 
Act 2006.  Before the revision of MSME’s definition, 
the Aspirational District Programme (ADP) was 
initiated by the Government of India in January 2018 
to speed up the overall development of 112 of the most 
underdeveloped districts of India.[2]. The ADP also 
focuses closely on enhancing individuals’ capacity to 
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