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CHAPTER- 3

SOCIO-CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE OF MUSHAHARY’S NOVELS

3.1 INTRODUCTION

In this chapter, an attempt has been made to digbassocio-cultural perspective in the
select novels of Chittaranjan Mushahary. The chiaptephasizes social and cultural pictures
like village economy, agro-based economy, wayalihood, human behavior, belief and faith,
religion, customs, social traditions as well asitpall influence, social conflict and so on. The
depth and insightful discussion on the various pes8ves of social and cultural aspects has

been enumerated accordingly and extensively.

3.2 JUJAINI OR

In the novel Junaini Or’ (The Fire of Husk)he true socio-cultural picture of the Bodo
society can be seen in different angles in thesifit occasions. This novel has been written
with the thoughts and perspectives of the cultamaims and implications of the Bodo society.
Mushahary here tries to identify the society aniuce of the Bodo people. A brief overview of

the societal influence in this novel is discussethe following.

3.2.1 SOCIETY

A society is a group of individuals involved in pistent social interaction or a large
social group sharing the same geographical or ksteigtory (Baruah, 1990). Likewise, the
Bodo society is also formed among its constitueatnimers with its distinct social and cultural
behavior. The Bodo community has wonderful attird®y have different festivals and

celebration likeBwisagucelebration, worshippingathoy worshippingKherai, ploughing, rice
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cultivation, cooking etc., through different workilture and also with customary rules and
regulations which reflect the social structurehsd Bodo people and the way they live (Chainary
& Basumatary, 2017). Chittaranjan Mushahary beiogn bwithin this society for which his novel
‘Jujaini Or’ posits the social framework through his cast ofrati@rs and incidents. In the
edited book of Moduram Boralariminni Nwjwrao Boro Thunlai'Rajendra Nath Brahma in his
“Boro Solomani PongnwiswWAn Aspect of Boro Novel)” has said that a novdiene social
pictures of the particular society like their way livelihood, difficulties, pain, sorrows and
happiness is reflected such novel is considerdzetsocial novel. Likewise, by putting attention
on the novelJujaini Or’ it can be called as social novel, as in this novahy social problems
and incidents which are faced by the people irr ey to day life has also been reflected.

3.2.2 CULTURE

Culture is the social behaviour and norms fountduman societies. It is the way of life
of a group of people’s behaviour, beliefs, valued aymbols that they accept, generally without
thinking about them, and that are passed along dmnwunication and imitation from one
generation to the next (Chickera & Enright, 20@&)lture is one of the community’s backbones.
Culture also reflects one community’s traditionahgtices like their food habit, their style of
livelihood, celebration of festivals, worshipping god, art and literature etc. and all these
components of a community were learned and prattitem generation to generation
(Basumatary A. , 2007) .

Culture also gets reflected by the social behasfocommunity (Barkataky, 1996). In
preserving ones’ own culture, a group of peopleia £ffort is needed which is calleidristi’ in
Assamese and Bangla literature. It is also regasdetetimes as a Sanskrit word. According to
Bangla and Assamese literatukgjsti is the component for botkristo or Kito words (Barua,
2003). As for cultivation how much work has beemel that can be regarded Kagsti and in
another ternKorsonis Kristi, but in actual meaning what we call culturekoisti is not only
related with work or cultivation. Culture is thahat we do not only notice with our eyes but
feels with heart and mind and it is the attituded heliefs about something that are shared by a
particular group of people (Basumatary, 2002).

Chittaranjan Mushahary being a son of Boro comiyumias creative towards the

cultures and traditions of the Bodos. Being bornBimdo community, he was matured and
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knowledgeable about traditional practices and $acistoms of the Bodo people that prevails in
the society. Therefore, the novelist created mbhkionovels based on incidents that occurred in
Bodo society. Through his novels, he has highlighke social customs and traditional beliefs of
the Bodo people that prevail since ancient time8ado society. In such a way, Mushahary
highlighted every social conditions like village oeomy, music, plucking vegetables,

worshipping of god, weaving, sericulture, fishedressing, celebrating religious festivals,

eating- drinking, celebration, work etc. of Bodoopke through his novels which can not be

ignored.

3.2.3 ECONOMY

Economic system is an organized way in which hunmehkas arranged for its material
provisioning. It is the way of peoples’ livelihoddrough which people lead their lives from
birth till death. Economy can be termed as a piiipeople’s survival through which basic
needs of the people can be fulfilled (Brahma, 2008jough economy, people all over the world
can fulfill their desires, family needs, businessde and commerce and other needs of
livelihood for humankind. In other sense, it isidefl as a social domain that emphasize the
practices, discourses and other material expressissociated with the production, use and
management of resources. Today in the contempavarly, it has been witnessed that there is
challenge among the countries, competition amormgirlklividuals, dominations, negligence,
slavery, division among the people and injusticesedto people because of economic factor. It
is also seen that good economic condition helpplpan bringing about their way of livelihood,
higher learning, co-operation, nation building, tstduilding, community development, in
producing doctor, engineer, scientists, art argtdiure, individual and self development and
economy helps in accomplishment of desired goals.

The import and export between the countries alspedd on the economy. It is an
undeniable fact that in the early period, the eoaaeacondition of the Bodo society was totally
backward, because the way of livelihood, work a@ltand the entire situation was different
during the ancient times (Boro M. , 2009). But, rawdays it can be seen that the economic
condition of the Bodo people has also changed awtldped gradually. Likewise, it is also
found that there has been a gradual change amen@dbdo’s where people are opting for

studying medical, engineering and other professicnarses and also in different aspects of



41

social and political life. Moreover, along with emmic development transformation and social

change have been taken place in Bodo society.

3.2.4 VILLAGE ECONOMY AS REFLECTED IN THE NOVEL

‘Jujaini Or’ was the first Bodo novel published in the year 196t the hard effort of
Chittaranjan Mushahary. This is his one novel whigpicts social picture. It is a romantic
tragedy novel by two young boy and girl loving eather wholeheartedly. In the novdujaini
Or’ the novelist has vividly highlighted the ruraldistyle of Bodo community like village mode
chores, transactions, village economy etc (Basum&a, 1994). Through the novel, in case of
property, villagers who are poor and well-off symibture are also highlighted, as it can see
Alaisri’'s family condition of Bhutiapara village whhas no land for sowing and reaping were
living in poverty and such situation has been esged. Likewise, in Boro society some families
are indeed poor and to save the family rather tigimg idle they started braidingekhai
(Bamboo net)Khobai (Bamboo made objects where fish is kept while fighi and rearing of
pigs, duckery, poultry and weaving and throughgdeculture and such picturisation is what the

novelist trying to evoke (Chainary, Boro SolomaijirBai, 2009). As expressed in the novel —

“ 3TET @RI gIE?”
“grRT frat J@iaT ey Siel| @A |’ (p. 24)

[Englsih Rendering: “Grandfather ! Have you comigle the Jekai?”
“Couldn’t grandchild ! That one only just pullingfo Didn’t get time.”]

Alaisri’'s parents could not let her go to schootdnese of poor economic condition. On
the other side, it is also seen that Ajoy’s famély,they belong to a wealthy family and they have
a land for cultivation. Ajoy’s family had large sow, land for cultivation so for household
chores they had maid servants. To look after tbeitle they have cowherd, and also they have
helper for rice cultivation, plougher, furrower anthle servant. Their family is considered as
high class or wealthy in the area. The novelistkesacondition of Ajoy’s family as high class

family who have large showing land, having maidvaats, cowherd and others which is
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identified as a wealthy family in the novel. Likesgj in this novel, the novelist depicted sound
economic conditions of Ajoy’s family and Alaisrifamily is a family who are living in poverty.
Ajoy’s father Mahidhar and his wife Gosati are hawdrkers in the family since Ajoy’s
childhood they had already developed economicMiyshahary, 2009). As said in the novel-

“erafa fSwifa A #fter 3Ry fSafa A af2 afger e
AR 3oger Sfafa framr TaR & e a6l Ear
HIATH, STEIAT 91, FA1TY IH, dd@R 1" (p.14)

[English Rendering: “Ajay’s father's name is Mah@hand mother's name is Gosati.
Mahidhar is a wealthy person, Ajay is their onlyns@hey are six altogether. They themselves

three and one male servant, one maid servant aeccowherd.”

In the novel, there is a mention about Aloka'shéat Pradip Mahajan of Dwikorguri
village. It is evoked in the novel that Pradip Mgmahave huge land for cultivation. When
Pradip Mahajan met Ajoy’s father Mahidhar in Dotmaa tea shop they began to converse with
each other. There is also a reference about thepepty, land for cultivation and many more. As
highlighted in the novel, it has come to know tRaadip is one of the wealthiest persons in the
village who is developed economically. This hasnbbmhlighted in the novel that he has 50
Bighas of cultivable land with many cattles. Thilne novelist highlighted the system of village

economy through this nov&lujaini Or” .

3.2.5 AGRO-BASED ECONOMY REFLECTED IN THE NOVEL

In the novel Jujaini Or’ Chittaranjan Mushahary has highlighted the devekgnof
economy through agricultural activities. As in thigvel, Ajay’s family and Alaka’s family are
referred like a vivid proof where their family eamy depends on agriculture and allied
activities. As prevailed in Bodo society, it is sghat both Ajay and Alaka’s family tried hard to
develop their economic condition through cultivatiehich is depicted in the novel. Both the
families i.e. Mahidhar and Pradip could developrteeonomy through cultivation for which
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they could send their son and daughter respectteeBapatgram at hostel for learning and that is
not a small thing. Mahidhar sent his son Ajoy gb&8gram School for obtaining education along
with necessary basic foods, money etc. and couldl these needs at the right time through
cultivation which can be considered an attempt nm@adessponsible parents. Thus, it is clearly
shown the economic condition of earlier Bodo sgcwethere their economy was fully dependent
on agricultural cultivation and in the novel it daa seen like this-

“ 37T IS UTfthedaT |

AR, @ ThRIR |

@R 9T gane|

3G fIHr AfRERT 20 F.5F. AT 3R 70 T == g @RI (p. 33)

[English Rendering: “Ajoy went back to school.
He didn’t took back with him rice and money.
Father went to give it on the next day.

On the next day, Ajoy’s father Mahidhar went outwv20 Kg. rice and seventy rupees.”]

It is said as Aloka’s father Pradip is wealthieomamically through cultivation than
Mahidhar. Because when Ajoy’s father Mahidhar’stigation land and properties are being
damaged and washed away with the Swrmanga Rivéraatime Alaka’s father Pradip helped
Ajoy’s study by giving money and necessary foodh#eo him to complete the study. As Pradip
is economically sound and he could make his daugkieka up-to-date, educate her and also
made her expert in every aspects like other malateoparts and it has been evoked in the novel
like this-

“MEBATT 3T T FAWE PR WA, W@ BRI BRiA SrHAT-
&, ANET Sl ARA ACAH, wE, AAYR, deilR, dnn goa asieffenat
BRIEET 3R AR-GERNES gRell T Bfoara SeRaEty  ReasramR
gGHATA AIGHAT 3R 3T & i Ta1fdalid 92 ATHIAET Ar@rar|” (p.33, 34)
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[English Rendering: “That’'s why along with teachirmd books, | taught her to learn
music as well as dancing which includes Bharat BiatyKhatak, Manipui, Pahari, Naga Nitrya
etc. and | do also allow her to go in meetings &mtttions. Reception of Guest and serving them

is a normal routine for girls everyday at my honje.”
3.2.6 RELIGIOUS ASPECTS

From ancient times, Bodo people are worshippdBathouand they are worshipping it
till today. As Bodo people worshiBathouand if we say abolBathouthen it can be understood
directly thatBa means five andhou means deep. Hence considering togeBathou means
‘deep thought’. These five principles are land, amter, fire and sky (Hazowary, 2002). In
Jujaini Or novel, the novelist did not highlight much abouwrshipping of Bodo religion. Still
we can see that after Alaisri’'s mother’s death,yAgame to talk with Alaisri as per their earlier
promise when she was feeding the silkworm which imather left, as they believed on
truthfulness which is clearly vivid and reflectedthe principle oBathouismThis is seen in the
novel like-

"R 3ers, A Jdl SEIsfe gl 3RS g gl 3 AiEl |ferr| |,
AT o1 FAT| 3T ATEl Qe (p.45)

[English Rendering: “Yuck! Alai you always hurt niy saying this. | despise you.
Witnessing all Sun, Moon, Land, Water, Air, Inse@t®es and People | swear my beloved. |
despise you”]

Bodo people are worshipper d@athou religion for which whenever there is any
important conversation with each other they swearBathouto prove his words are true.
Likewise, Ajoy too in the novel, in order to makdafsri trust his words, he swears on

witnessing Sun, Moon, Land, Water, Air and Insélsteugh swearing to prove his words.
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3.2.7 TRADITIONAL ASPECTS

From ancient time, traditional works like worshigjrcelebration of festivals, spinning,
weaving, cultivation etc. has been prevailing idB@ommunity. Bodo’s early traditional work
is continuing till today in Bodo community (Narzare2005). InJujaini Or, though the novel
mostly talks about traditional aspects of the Bsdaciety but more or less some traditionality
also gets highlighted in the novel. From the amicignes, Bodos are already expert in chopping
bamboo with hands and braiding. Likewise, Alaisfasher Modharam braid3ekhai(bamboo
net), Khobai (where fish were kept), Sieve and Winnower butrathe death of his wife
Nandari’'s, he used to drink wine and pl&rja(violin) and such pictures are the depiction of
early tradition of Bodo community. In the novelethraditional work of Bodo girls also
highlighted through Alaisri’s activities. Like imé novel, it can be seen Alaisri’s involvement in
Sericulture activities, embroidery, designing, fdag vegetables, catching fish which are the
traditional culture of Bodos have been clearly hgiited through this novel (Boro & Boro,
2017).

3.3 BIKHAYA GAOYW KHUGAYA GEOYA

This novel represents the society’s charactershamdan behaviour in which the main
issues of this novel like love, relationship, kieda and others have been depicted. Love
between Shanti and Ajit is one of the dominatingntles of the novel. In this novel, the element
of love did not run smooth, it went through mang @md downs. The universal value of love has
been highlighted in this novel (Basumatary B. , DO0rhis has been made prominent by the
character of Shanti. Her true love for Ajit made IBacrifice everything. The socio-cultural

picture of the novel has been highlighted accoiging

3.3.1 ECONOMIC ASPECTS

‘Bikhaya Gaoyw Khugaya Geoys one romantic tragedy novel which was publisimed

the year 1972 by the novelist Chittaranjan Mushgharthis novel, Chittaranjan Mushahary has
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depicted developed economic conditions and the lisbv@voked this through his writings. In
this novel, it can also see the aspect of sadmebssragedy in human life. This novel is his first
novel which was created based on urban life styis.to be mentioned that we couldn’t see the
picture of village people’s life standard and irsthovel both Shanti and brother Sushanta have

to go through the same condition of sadness agédsain their lives.

In the novel‘Bikhaya Gaoyw Khugaya Geoya” (The heart breaksuthashut),the good
economic condition of the families have been seem fthe beginning to the end. As depicted in
the novel, it can see Kalpana is the only lovelg &mely daughter of Dabashree and Kailash.
Kailash loves and cares his daughter a lot. Kailash business man. Through his business he
has earned a lot of money that he could put momélye pillow in place of cotton which proves
him to be a successful businessman and also Tifleechant. With the assets of wooden

sawmill he could gain much develop in his busin@ssfound in the novel-

“SHITET T ST S| M 92, RfFaR A¥eca| O BAasr €| @@ f&Aasm
TThIAST glorara gforara o ele-aloraat 0Yarst| aME SEeT Hel3i g3,
TR, Jell WA T fFeragl @ geitl” (p.1)

[English Rendering: “Kailash is a middle aged made is also a rich Timber Merchant
as he has the business of sawmill. Everyday threagimill he earned money and increased his

property. If he wanted he could ever put moneyéir tpillow in place of cotton.”]

Economically developed family never harms or fédulfill their son’s and daughter’s
desire for material needs, eating drinking in evaspect of their life. Like that, whenever
Kailash Mahajan’s only daughter asked him for tBihi§es dressing, gold ornaments, eating,
drinking etc., he never used to say no to her. Kimd of attitudes and capacity of Kailash’'s
towards fulfilling his daughter’s desire shows kisvelopment in economy (Mushahary C. ,
Bikhaya Gaoyw Kugaya Geoya, 2013). This has enuleia the novel like-
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“feer-harT Tl - RE Feuarta @ AR At Qe
IR U, AT BIfY HAleadlI, S glddlell o-deg, fﬁgwmmmm
NS ol g ST SHI3TE 3 ol |” (p.1)

[English Rendering: “As Kalpana doesn’'t have brather sisters for which she is so
crazy, whenever she asked for money, she getsahduupees, ornaments and when asked for
something to eat she gets fish, pork, ghee-beterThis shown that she had lived in enough

condition till she became eligible for marriage.”]

On the other hand, it can also see Sushanta arglstés Shanti’s stature in this novel.
After completing M.Sc. course Sushanta became &$%or of natural science in Guwahati
Cotton College. Sushanta’s parents left them somepeoty so that they could live
independently. Moreover, they got five thousanokrs from their house that they had given on
rent. His parent’s have also large amount of savinghe bank. They have lands for cultivation
in village out of which they also give to othersctdtivate. Sushanta is a science student. He had
one different laboratory. Likewise, his sister Sihaoo dig one pond near their house. In this
pond she did fishery and planted some beautifulalde ornamental trees surrounding the pond.
From that, we come to know that how much wealtlgytare, as highlighted in the novel. This

has been narrated like-

" HIed3 Gaed o fSeea) aréafa vz ferr s deRell @rereeret
del W Aieasnel o WiAEe @A PRI SEge ol By o 5 Aeee,
qaTell, SSere, ghel, 3, diel, AR, HoR, @ B Ffg)” S@Es grar
TS & BRe@t dar & pRearE IMer TRar Brd [ 9aR 3R Ysel'st &8’ | $wll3ng

HGRATA G Sl ST SEell &8 | Bt fof o7 srar ararr $f@1” (p.7)

[English Rendering: “Shanti is Sushanta’s sistedashe is a student of arts stream. Like
how her brother made laboratory likewise nearby Heuse Shanti also dig pond and

surrounding the pond, she has planted trees lilgerar, sewali, debdaru, coconut, tal, asok and
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sixteen swan as the guards of the pond. And irptimel there are red colour of lotus and ever

stairs are made of bricks. There are also benchesral the pond”]

Ajit is an orphan. Ajit is a young boy who staygtwhis widow uncle. His uncle has no
child as well as no parents. As a student, Ajit mdintained to secure record mark in
University. Ajit and Kalpana loved each other, da&i loved Ajit so much but Ajit does not.
When Ajit doing practical alone in Sushanta’s latory, suddenly he faced an explosion inside
the laboratory and this has made Ajit blind. Shanti Sushanta take Ajit by their own taxi to
hospital. After examining properly the doctor deeththat he couldn’'t be cured. After that
Shanti and Sushanta took Ajit to Dr. Mrinal whaaisamous eye-specialist. But Dr. Mrinal too

declared that he can’t be cured again. It is se¢hd novel as-

“HATIIT AT G SIEARSaT A SR HRT § STFER3MT
BRITSATAR JTHIHAT Gof STFER3M BTell leatlel gstecll SRIeAT ST ST Aol 3T
ST FATIE! SRGIaTT | AT Siele fo@r anaurara syr s HAresmsr ool fafey
AR §o- “S@l 3T Qe gy #or|” (p.16)

[English Rendering: “Mrinal was Assam’s most appedide eye specialist doctor. If this
doctor couldn’t cured a patient then none of thetdoin Assam could not cured. Shanti told
brother Sushanta to bring doctor Mrinal. It was yéreart broken word when doctor Mrinal also
said after examining properly that he couldn’t heed.”]

Sushanta’s best friend Shankar after passing meekean went to Russia and becomes
eye-specialist and does practiced as Doctor anad hieeopened 12 bedded personal nursing
home. Studying medical course in other place fan®har was not an ordinary thing where so
much money was required. It is to be mentioned dnéy persons from rich or wealthy family
are able to get better education are not totaliyecd. Shankar could meet one of the most noted
eye-specialist Doctor Grimwig of London and thenalgeees to do operation for Ajit's eyes and
accordingly operation also completely becomes ssfake Shanti gives her own eyes cornea to
Ajit. Ajit got scholarship from government to go fateign country. So, he went to Germany at

Doctor Bambelbargh inside Nurenbarge. And he besoduetorate and then he comes back
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after working there. So, through this novel it & that Kailash was helping Ajit in getting the
medical education. Like that, in Mushahary’'s no®khaya Gaoyw Khugaya Geoylae good

economic conditions of Bodo family as well is highited.

3.3.2 RELIGIOUS ASPECTS

In Mushahary’s noveBikhaya Gaoyw Khugaya Geoylae aspect of religion is not that
much depicted. However, the related prospect ajiogl has been seen in the novel. Ajit when
he was doing practical, he faced explosion and hastwo eyes and faced difficulties. In that
situation though Shanti knows that Ajit does’t el@re even a little bit; however, with her deep
love, worshipping and by coming to the world creldby God and aviator; it teaches knowledge
to the people , bearing sadness and reminds abeuti¢tory, inspiration has led Shanti to do
good towards Ajit. Like that in the novel religiogerspective and thoughts have been seen

accordingly. Like this, the following words has hew®arrated in the novel-

“dqer, Agdl T ATd@! AT TAHA AN, MATA AT AleArarar
AT A 3R ARG AGEE Gioen, AfSaet| goRa #AgFAe, ditan
TG, 37eTai| IAaT?” SISfGieT Aleelel Alled3 Fioidfl @IFAIET ATST|” (p. 31)

[English Rendering: “Then also | will try to recovdjit, loving with sincere heart is a
real love and human has to worship human. Hazrahétomad, Buddha and Nightingales have
recovered the wounds of many dogs in the road anehgheir love and care. Then Shanti by

thinking so many things came infront of Ajit.”]

Thus, these are some occurrences in the novehwihécnovelist has depicted.

3.3.3 TRADITIONAL ASPECTS

Since from the earliest time, Bodo people aftetiggtdone the work in order to get rid

of tiredness and to get satisfaction they usedittkdice beer which is made at home. This is
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one of the traditional culture among the Bodos.e Bodo people prepare rice beer as well as
distill liquor for family use. Sometimes for ignog the sadness, sorrowness and also to get relief
from troublesome situation they used to drink homeenwine or rice beer and also used red
wine sometimes for enjoyment (Narzi, 2001). In thavel, the traditional aspect of the Bodo
people has not been seen much. In the novel Sushastbeen drinking red wine because of his

sister’s difficulties in order to pacify his brok@éeart which is mentioned in the novel as-

“HId3T M STl Il FATRATE! oAl FEARAAIE! el G
MelTd GAT LA JTTATRTABT 3ot sl 37 &=l 3T st a1 #1e1” (p. 40)

[English Rendering: “Sushanta by sighing, he op#res Brand bottle from the almirah

and drinks by seeing his sister Shanti’s willingneswent out to sacrifice her life.”]

Thus in this novel, some reflection of traditiopahctices of Bodo society has been seen

though it has not been fully and properly highleght

3.4 KHITHER

This novel deals with the political issue. Molopetmain protagonist appears with a
motive of revenge on his uncle Ramani. Ramani ahdr@ni also contribute the element of
taking revenge. Finally, he was successful in ggthiack his father’s property from his uncle. At
the same time, he fulfilled his mother’s wishesm®&asocio-cultural instances of the novel have

been enumerated in the following accordingly.
3.4.1 VILLAGE ECONOMY

Among Chittaranjan Mushahary’s novélshither” is one of the notable novels. This
novel was first published in the year 1993. JahdsbBlwo-Nwgwr publication has extended to
spread it by publishing this novel in book form.t&f noticing the success of this book, NL

Publication has took responsibility to re-publishagain. This was one of the socio-cultural
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novels of Chittaranjan Mushahary. In this novel thality of socio-cultural picture is clearly
highlighted which is a new feature in the novel.

By the creation of the novéKhither” (Revenge)he novelist clearly highlighted the
economic conditions of the villagers. As seen is tlovel, the people of Sonapur village live on
paddy cultivation which is based on agriculturer #at they carry paddy seeds by bullock-cart
etc. to transport from paddy field to their placksthe village nearby the railway station, the
Bodo people lives together with different caste aathmunity like Adivasi, Rabha, Garo. They
have also opened shops nearby the rail statioth&@r survival. Through hardships the village
people cultivates and run shops for their own familembers and they barely survive, these
pictures have been clearly highlighted in the noMloy’s mother after her husband’s death,
her brother-in-law by using tricks he has takenyaalathe property which his deceased brother
has earned. And then he kicked out his sistervndad nephew Moloy from the house. After
being ousted from their home, Moloy’s mother withl fof tears in her eyes and sorrows she
goes far away to another place and by endeavoshagstays at others home and bought a plot
of land for them to stay and raise her son Molopldy's mother’s unbearable difficulties and
sorrow of earning money by staying at other's hdras clearly shown the conditions of rural
people’s economic condition and some conflict. His way along with economic condition of
the rural life, the picture of social conflict hbsen seen through this aspect. This condition has
been highlighted, Like-

AR AP UT-geafaal & @ AEhauram@it| A Aeni
- AANIT WRIER SRR AFer daRfe 399 i rEfEw awAe
el gFaT Al UETelsteter JaiAeT| AW 37 SORSRHA | SRS e
AT AT Uiedlel AT HIE, GIAE T A ATellged ary gy foar
TRATH T A @rerdar 37| & e IRwt R fpar| ster 31
daTerar Aifed AleettT ASTI” (p. 1,2)

[English Rendering: “You must reclaim your fatheBenapur’s property. Because your
uncle has took away your father’'s property from nand by using tricks after your father’s
death. At that time you are a toddler. And thevak kicked out. After being kicked out, | went to

another place far away from home with full of teawsmy eyes, | stayed at others home and
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bought a plot of land and raise you as an indepehd®an. Son, for that you must take revenge

otherwise after my death also | won't get peace”]

In every village or in some villages of Bodo sogjehere is a person who earns money
by doing a job of marriage broker. Such persorstexery possible things in order to make both
parties agree to the marriage, they even makeeu/tiole thing get done and hide the truth and
exaggerate the things. He takes money from botls gind boy’'s side and does the work. But
sometimes earning money by doing a marriage brojdrscan put some village people in
trouble for exaggerating and arranging the marriageovering the truth (Basumata, 2011). In
the novel, the marriage broker Badan Babu was igigtedd as one strong proof. He let Bitika
and Moloy put in trouble by hiding the truth andaggerating things to make them agree for the
marriage.

Through the novel, it is also reflected that théage people for filling their own needs,
and for the survival of their own family membersytdoes wages, pull rickshaws, pull carts and
some run shops. The food shop serves roti, parathaky corn, yellow peas curry, local egg
boil, yeast chicken curry etc. That's why sometimtdard people also goes there. The thing
which was not available in their shop, the shoppkeesecretly sells the duplicate things. Like
that way village people works in order to survivedaarn money. In the novel, the village
economy gets highlighted (Mushahary, Khither, 2007)

The novelist in his noveKhither’ depicted the economic condition of village though
good to some extent but still backward. As highigghin the novel, it is seen that every parents
desire for their son-in-law to be well behaved glavith having good job and wealth. In village
condition two sides have been noticed. That is pamily and other is rich family. Badan Babu
or marriage broker earns money to fill their stomag telling lies to people and exaggerating
the things. And apart from doing the job of maredgoker he also earns money by selling

lottery tickets which is seen in this novel. Like-

“eTX fehe Brear|”
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“gTT| a1 3T @se fSs=d1” (p. 20)

[English Rendering: “Why do you go to club?”
“To sell lottery ticket.”
“Aren’t you a marriage broker, can you say this ?”

Can’t! This is my side business”]

3.4.2 GENERAL ECONOMIC CONDITION OF THE FAMILIES
REFLECTED IN THE NOVEL

In Chittaranjan Mushahary’s nov&hither” the novelist highlighted different economic
condition of village people. As seen in this nowbake economic conditions of three families
have been highlighted. In Sonapur village the domas of two families have been seen through
Moloy’s father Sobharam’s family and the other iealbani Mahanjan. Sobharam does wood
delivery business in Hazaribagh. Apart from wootiveéey business he also does other business.
He has jeep car also. Like that, apart from wodiveley business Sobharam does other business
too and he earned a lot of money from it and savied future. But after his sudden unfortunate

death his younger brother Ramani has taken awdysathoney and property. He kicked out his

sister-in-law and nephew Moloy from home. As seethe novel

“Brother Sobharam had earned everything. In Haaghbapart from wood delivery
business he does other business too and earndgdofirimney and saved it. And this village
whatever movable or immovable things, his brotrerehbought everything. But dies suddenly”.
The other one is Dharani Mahajan. He has one Bahdaughter who had passed B.A. He has
two floor building as well. This Mahajan runs fair the Harsinang village field and in fair he
takes money from the shopkeepers of wine, gamlalimsweets. By running fair he earned a lot
of money and saved it.

Among the rich family living in towns, Moloy’s ddihood friend Samiran’s family was
also a rich family. When Moloy and his mother weeeng kicked out by his uncle Ramani of
Sonapur village at that time they met Samiran whimg in the town. Samiran’s family in
terms of economy they were very much developedveerlthy. They have huge houses to live,

they also have ponds and also have lots of fraihtg| crops fields etc. Mother Moni has one
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Ambassador for Samiran to drop him in school farméng. And for driving this Ambassador
they have one driver. Because Samiran was beingdldeo much and was given enough
freedom by his mother Moni which leads him to adogd habits within no time, like watching
cinema ‘Love in Tokyo’' along with stealing mothernsoney. The novelist created Samiran’s
family as one high class economy which was veryhmigveloped, as highlighted in the novel.
Like-

“d TIBANE WIAEHAIE! T A Fog qH| Sdar e @ifex &
o, O, T ST aie e| I wararest eg'| Sl Thelld AT-thell I
QAT AR TIEAST HAASSll e iashrIar |’ (p. 11)

[English Rendering: “In this town Samiran’s famiyere one rich family among other
wealthy family. They have huge house, ponds, dielus etc. etc. They have one Ambassador,

by this Samiran was dropped to school. SamiranMabby were both childhood friends.”]

Above mentioned pictures of three families beldoghe good economy and wealthy
family and through these characters the novelighllghted the economic condition of these
families. As seen in the novel that when Moloy bees grown up man he went to his birth
place Sonapur village to reclaim his father's progpdrom Ramani, then he saw the village
condition was pitiful. And Moloy takes a firm aira tpgrade his village. Like his aim he stays at
Dharani Mahajan and Ramani’'s house without disobpsiis identity and lives with them as a
friend and does good for the village. Like his &ath money being in his uncle Ramani’s side
and used that money to open Sobharam Girls Scheaaucate the village girls. On other side he
disguised himself as a friend of Dharani he with tmoney opens one ‘Hareswari Hospital’ for
the village people to get medical treatment. Irt thay Moloy through his revengeful act with
Ramani and Dharani, he established the electriat,ligospital, girls school, club library,
common room, weaving centre, post office etc. ailage with their money. Through Moloy’s
hard work the small village Sonapur has developsdl gets transformed into a town. In this
novel, well economic conditions of the families Bdween reflected which can be seen clearly.
Like-

“§ A WA AT ATR—ER™I| ST o IMAAT AT G AT AAE?



55

IR Tfef@ar| e & nfAar A3 Ao’ S a3 ool WIATHAT gATl” &
el #Aolg wrfE aEm...... I” (p. 62)

[English Rendering: “Since he came, the village dmnged. Now what has been
happened and what has not to that village? Eledight, hospital, girls school, club library,
common room, weaving centre, post office etc.Nav that village is model village, which can
be challenged with town. This has happened beaaifuse Moloy.”]

3.4.3. TRADITIONAL ASPECTS

In Bodo culture traditional practices have beenvaiteng from the ancient times. These
can be regarded as the first identity and souveinthe Bodo culture. In Chittaranjan’s novel
‘Khither’ though the picture of tradition is not much highligd but a minute detail of it can be
seen in the novel. As highlighted in the novel thatn the ancient times the culture of Bodos
have been living by farming and cultivation (Wa2304). Most of the Sonapur village people
have been living by paddy cultivation, ploughingdathis is Bodo people’s first traditional
custom.

Hospitality and treatment of guest is an ineveatipaditional part of Bodo people. In this
novel when Moloy first entered Sonapur village hgiting Dharani Mahajan’s house. Dharani
Mahajan has welcomed him whole heartedly and sdrwedots of food and allows him to stay
at their home. This picture can be seen in thiehdike-

“If you don’t mind you can stay at my home”

“For how many days will you let me stay?”

“As long as you want. You can eat whatever you wesft, meat, milk, curd, ghee as

your wish”.

“Let’s go then. Will stay at your home”

“Come Come...... "

When Moloy first came to visit Bitika’'s house toesker with broker Badan Babu that

time they were welcomed with full respect and sertteem foods which can be regarded as
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tradition of Bodo people where Bodo girls treat theest with respect (Boro A. , 2018). Every
parent secretly choose bride/groom for their sargtiger for marriage. This is Bodo people’s
inevitable traditional nature. Dharani has fixed tharriage date with the chosen groom’s family

for her daughter Golapi’s and such picture has Ihegimighted in this novel. Like we can see-

ALY HT AIGH MaAT|”
“fafeser renfost geT gler Arl”

“§ ST TR qET TR 9y T &¥w @eEa e fSue
MeATfeT T2 | (p. 6)

[English Rendering: “I am not a narrow minded pemndike you all”

“Child has a good quality”

“Then allow me to marry with Golapi”

“It can not be. For Golapi one guy has already bessected from the town. He is a son

of a wealthy family.”]

From the ancient times, in Bodo society the practd broker's job is known to
everyone. From the ancient times someone likeeatitfe of Badan Babu who does broker’s job
for both girls and boys in arranging the marriagjelearly seen in the novel. But now-a-days the
family members like sister-in-law, brother-in-laany other family member also does a broker’s
job or can be seen doing it.

From the ancient times, Bodo communities used épame rice beer and distilled liquor
for family consumption and also to consume duresgifals which still prevails in Bodo society.
The consuming of rice beer is one of the traditidradits of Bodo people from the ancient times
(Brahma S. , 2006). As seen in the novel throughifen’s habit of consuming rice beer, the
Bodo people’s tradition has also been clearly higitéd. The secret selling of wine in sweet
shops is also clearly highlighted in the novel tiet Bodo communities are buying, selling and

using wine from the ancient times and these andtatae tradition of the Bodo communities.
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From the ancient times every family in Bodo socieere tied up within the boundary of
social customs, society’s rules have been madepaagle abide by such rules (Boro, 2011). If
somebody does crime or does bad deed then thgevilanchayat was called or the culprits were
sent to the jail for justice and these rules atlepstvailing. This traditional rule of judgmenth
been highlighted in thisKhither’ novel. Moloy committed mistakes by listening todaa
Babu’s words for which he was brought to the céarfjustice. In the court, he does not hire any
advocate. He tells everything about his unintemtionistakes. Though his punishment became
less he was kept in jail for only seven days. Thvesels can be seen in the novel. Like-

‘T Gl 3fhel gAY Hel$AT| RN ST S Sl 9@t SleTgArgTaTelsir
fhe fihe Ti-umea AfaE@@R @emsel Ofd gor-gfer @meE 3mr agtst
AT Wil & Alefer S |ifedrd clegiary HfodmaRar HAdsal]”
(p. 35)

[English Rendering: “In the Court Moloy does notédnany Advocate. And whatever had
happened he does hide anything, indeed he teltgtaugg while he was in the jail. For his open

and clear words he got his money back and was cagbin the jail for only seven days.”]

Bodo people whatever they eat from morning to nigte mostly traditional. When
Moloy was at Golapi's house he was served tea alitigthe fry-sticky rice ball in the morning

which is Bodo’s traditional food such picture haeb highlighted in the novel-

“$sld Y Gy AURETT| AT AW A 3A1d TN F1gT
BhaT| SNy Tele3Td AR R TaeT T | (p.37)

[English Rendering: “In the morning Moloy woke wgidly after Moloy washed his face.
Golapi brought tea for him along with one platefrgfsticky rice.”]

From the ancient times, Bodo community used tofisht chicken, meat by hunting.
Going in the jungle they chase, trap, shot and e and even durinBwisaguor Domasi
festival they goes for hunting in the jungle (Bastiany B. , 2016). That's how they have been

eating. While hunting they goes together or somegtigoes alone. In this novel, one child has



58

been seen hunting a bird and such Bodo’s traditibnating picture have been pictured in the
novel-
“At that time one child with catapult in a hurryxioy said to Golapi- ‘Sister, sister’ your
guest has shot brother Moloy by the gun. | have s&erything while | was hunting for birds.”
Thus the above discussion of the no%€hither” has clearly highlighted the social

picture of the Bodo society.

3.5 PHULMATI

The novel deals with the society. The main characéee Sonaram and the Phulmati
from the same village. Sonaram is the step soantdski. His mother died when he was only one
month old. His father went for a second marriagéter one month of the marriage, his father
died out of snake bite (cobra). As a result, Jarlaought up Sonaram with great pain and
hardship. His house was located in Kalugami. Phtilmvas also brought up by a step mother.

But her mother was not like Sonaram’s mother whe s@kind hearted.

The novel deals with the social issues. Here it geteference to Bodo community’s
social and religious ethics. The character of Mayaas excommunicated from the Bodo society
for having sexual relationship with Ramwnda, sorvidbge headman Gwmbwr by the village
people. The Bodos are very strict regarding ak.tfihe socio-cultural aspects of the novel

enumerated in the following.

3.5.1 VILLAGE ECONOMY IN GENERAL

In the year 1995, with his serious attempt and @in, Chittaranjan Mushahary has
published a novel calledPhulmati’. This novel narrates complete social structuréghefBodo
society. This novel can be considered a Romanagday. The economic status of the rural life
is reflected in Chittaranjan Mushahary’s novel.thrs novel, the village life style of the Bodo

people is reflected where Bodos lead their livescbltivating different types of crops. The
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novelist was inspired by the life incidents of d gamed Phulmati from Kalugami village. The
incidents of this novel has started and ended ughenKalugami village. Phulmati’'s mother’s
name was Thampwidelabhe was a step mother. Phulmati had a step siateech Mayasri.
Thampwidelai did not love and care much towardsliRati. The family of Phulmati was rich
enough in every field when her mother was aliveythad cattle, paddy fields, betel nut garden,
mango farm etc. They were very wealthy economicallyey had nothing to worry about their
livelihood. But their condition deteriorated day tgy. They suffered at the hands of their step

mother. In the novel, it is seen that-

“TEE MGER AT Y T ARG o A Al 3T ey
PR AT UerTg WEI-AEA | SR TS-6rd, GeAr-Agst, i A,
o A3 Sear AT gETEr TR AT ATars or R e ueth
oS harafaurr ot oI T THT el UHT Sis gHSTI” (p. 3)

[English Rendering: “There are four family membengluding the new born baby of
step mother. The family of Thebgang was rich enaugbn Phulmati’s mother was alive, be it
betel leaf-betel nut garden, paddy fields, catieg lots of other properties. But after coming of

Thampwidelai their wealth has been decreased dajagy]

Sonaram who loves Phulmati so much also liveserkilugami village. The agricultural
productivity is the main source of livelihood of rgwam’s family. In the novel, it is seen that
people were bringing up their lives through agtietdl productivity without any difficulties. In
the 15 Bighas of land, Sonaram along with his stepher made some garden of betel nut and
betel leafs also some orange garden and pineappi@h some money for their livelihood. They
fulfilled their daily and basic needs by sellingge¢ables and other agricultural products in the
market and used to live their lives. In the noudk reflected that-

“Sonaram has nobody in his family except his stegther Jarlasri. There were only two
in their family Sonaram and his step mother. Theiving some plots of land where they made
different kinds of vegetables and sells them inrttagket and buy some needs for their daily life.

Accordingly their family life has been passed dgyday .
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Phulmati was not to school by her step mother eutdaughter Mayasri only was sent to
their village LP school and then to Bijni M.E. SchaMother Thampwi Delai sends some foods
items along with other necessary items to her d@ndWiayasri. Phulmati did not get much love
from her step mother as Mayasri has got, thoughfhigier Thebgang earned some for her
(Mushahary, Phulmati, 1998).

Thebgang was the father of Phulmati. It is a stedakraditional practice that people in
the village lends money amongst them whenever anjaces financial needs (Boro, A History
of Bodo Literature, 2010). In this novel it is @lgeflected that many people in their village
borrowed money from GwmbwiMahajwn (rich man) and Phulmati's father Thebgang also
borrowed money from him during their needs for vhichas become difficult for Thebgang to

repay the debt or borrow money from Gwmbwr. Sdhanovel, it is quoted-

“MAGR ATGTAAAT MEAAT T gIdele, ATET A9amsT| g ATh Sarsar
HelRAT WRT FeellsT|” (p. 28, 29)

[English Rendering: “Though Thebgang borrowed lotsmoney from Gwmbwr but his
wife Thampwi Delai did not stop spending money fr@mhusband, therefore there is as saying
that a bad character of person is not change uribr she realized personally”]

It is seen that people in the villages lived tHaies by cultivating different seasonal
crops but some people lived their lives by earnmg@ven by becomin@za (Oracle man or
medicine man) who gives traditional medicine toecdiseases and illness (Brahma K. , 2015).
Likewise, Thobsa@za,also maintained his family life by practicif@zaor by giving traditional
medicines to cure different diseases and illneslsanvillage.

So, the above characteristics which are depictetthénnovel shows different economy
sources and their ways of livelihood in the Kalugaittage.
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3.5.2 AGRO-BASED ECONOMY REFLECTED IN THE NOVEL

As depicted by the novelist ifhulmatinovel, the economic conditions of the people are
dependent on their agricultural products and teeanomy was not so much developed. In this
novel, it is seen that Gwmbwr Mahajwn was also horhe rich family of Kalugami village. He
was an aged man and his four teeth are broken dubdk duplicate teeth from the Punjabi
doctor as he is a rich person. Gwmbwr Mahajwn hesetsons. The eldest son studied college in
Shillong, the middle one is a Pharmacist and yosingee Ramwnda studied only upto class ix.

Gwmbwr has lost properties like betel nut gardaokiruit garden and others and also his
houses were built with sheets and woods. He hashaige plots of paddy fields and having big
paddy stores in his house. Gwmbwr is well establistich person in every field. He was the
richest person in the Kalugami village and he vasvillage headman, but Gwmbwr has lost his
wife. In the novel, the novelist has narrated is thay-

“Gwmbwr was born in such a family where it can b&lghat they eat foods with golden
spoon, golden dish and sits on the golden chairmB®m’s house in the Kalugami village is
shines with sheets and everyone who comes by #@msrof nearby his house, the people gets
surprised to see his house. His land plots areredvevith garden of different fruits and
vegetables and he has four numbers of big paddgssio his house.”

Gwmbwr Mahajwn though lost his wife but howeverdweild become rich man and he
used to maintain his health, also drinks milk edasyin the morning. Sometimes he used to
make hair dying and also used good hair oil to ma@nhis good looks. He was allowed to
provide higher education to all his three sonswds a economically sound person that is why
he could sent his eldest son to Shillong to stud# college, as sending their sons to the place
like Shillong would have been a difficult task.

In the novel it is also seen that Gwmbwr Mahajwmigd to marry a young woman
though he has become old. In this way, Gwmbwr Mahagpproached Phulmati’'s mother
Thampwi Delai to marry her daughter Phulmati anélse said that if he could marry Phulmati,
he will not take back borrowed money from them. &ter, he also assured that he would
donate 10 Bighas of land to Phulmati’'s mother ifgeés to marry Phulmati and he will also save
them from boycotting. Here in this novel, it is seghat Gwmbwr tried to use his power through

his property for his selfish interest and it israged in the novel-
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“HT Y@ SI? 3 WACTHA- &l Sfe AT TeT WieHes G gle gleell
AEARABT AlTotian frel-aTe] T@ 3T AT AsT| IR AAY TWATEG| AailsT A
& 10 f9ur & foRas e 31 3R AES S'e AW YEr e
ATSIENANT | X TGd 3T MASRTI” (p. 75, 76)

[English Rendering: “Are you angry? (Gwmbwr askedPhulmati’'s mother Thampwi
Delai), | thought if you manage to give me your glater Phulmati then | will not take back
borrowed money. Moreover, | would have donated ighd& of land for you and would save
boycotting from the village. Gwmbwr told them ped\it”]

It is also clearly seen in the novel that Gwmbwrhiglgvn tried heart and soul to marry
Phulmati. Gwmbwr also gave 250 Rupees to Phulmatisther with a planning to Kill
Phulmati’s lover Sonaram, as Gwmbwr Mahajwn helat Sonaram loves Phulmati so much
and it is narrated in the novel as the following-

“Don’'t be afraid, nobody will know, only you and nwll know about it. Take this
money for that. Gwmbwr gave 250 Rupees to ThampeiaDto kill Sonaram who loves
Phulmati so much.”

Gwmbwr Mahajwn told Phulmati’'s mother that Sonarsinould be killed by mixing a
poison in his tea whenever he goes to meet Phulmagr house. In this way Gwmbwr brought
a poison called Potassium cyanide from Dhubri flumfriend and gave it to Thampwi Delai.
Moreover, Gwmbwr had also pre-planned with hisniieDoctor that Sonaram is died due to
heart attack but not because of poisoning. Inrhbigel, it is seen that Gwmbwr tried to use his
financial power to achieve his desired objectives narrated in this way-

“Gwmbwr secretly gave a small glass bottle contegre poison Potassium cyanide. He
told that | brought it from my friend from Dhubffomorrow you just called Sonaram and give
him by mixing it in his tea and if Sonaram die themmediately inform me, so that | can call a
Doctor who is my friend to examine that his causdeath is due to heartfelt”.

Thus, Gwmbwr tried to kill Sonaram through hisksavhich have reflected accordingly.
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3.5.3 RELIGIOUS ASPECTS

In Chittaranjan Mushahary’s nov@&hulmati’ the context of religious philosophy has not
been reflected so much, However, the people of gahi village were believers and devotees of
God and Goddesses which are reflected in the tetwf their day to day lives. Such picture is

seen in the conversation between Meglo and his Riflena in the novel-

“& T TS, Yot S FRRETT T FAT 31, IR 3TSedr S TEw
STSTealT ST, ST, WEATHIY ATeler 3fordiel 3171”7 (p. 48)

[English Rendering: “Oh God if | die, let me die dyowning in the ocean of wine and if

| rebirth let me be insects of wine”]

There is a belief in the Bodo society that lifetleé people and their activities are guided
by God and people devote their heart and body&olbd (Baglary, 2003). In every works of
their lives, they swear in the name of God. Suwtainces also reflected in the novel when
Akhanda went and asks about wine to Meglo, He mpbed to Akhanda by swearing and this is
seen in the novel like this-

“If anything is left then bring it to me, it seemsu are alone only taking the whole wine”
Akhanda said.

“Oh God ! I think it has been finished and left mog” Meglo replied.

Hence, it can be observed from the stated discudgsiat the religious philosophy is being

reflected in the novel.

3.5.4 TRADITIONAL ASPECTS

In the Bodo society, the social system has beemrged by the traditional belief and
practices. It is seen that the traditional socysteam, belief and practices of the Bodo society is
reflected in the novel ‘Phulmati’ through Kalugawiliage.

It is also seen that if someone has to die unyinaeld left grief for the family and

someone has to remarry to lead a new life, askind of marriage is also supported by the
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society (Lahary, 1979). Hence, going for secondriage of Sonaram’s father is also reflected in
the novel.

Moreover, in the Kalugami village Phulmati’'s fath€hebgang's second marriage to
Thampwi Delai after the death of his first wife whiis also reflected in the novel. This is
narrated in the novel in this way-

“Tampwi Delai offered more and more affection todaMayasri and gives him different
food items what ever he likes”

It is to be mentioned that in those days the Bddaxen and women used to smadsie
like cigarette made frorBaal (Saal tree) leaf and half smokBdi were used to hang it in the
ear. In the novel, it is found that when Thebgaageghis daughter for marriage from Bijni to
Kalugami village, he hang half smoB&i in the ear. This picture in the novel has cleangven
the traditional life style of Bodo people whichalsrevails in present day.

In the novel, the traditional picture of Bodo sagies also reflected in Jarlasri’s activities
of spinningEri cloths (cloths which made from silkworm cocoonsyl @m Sonaram’s works on
bamboo flute. Since ancient times, the Bodos usem tfor hunting in the jungle (Mushahary G.
, 2001). In this novel, the socio-cultural pictwfeBodo society is also reflected through fishing
activities of Phulmati, Thampwi Delai and huntingTdhebgang. Since time immemorial Bodo
people used to prepare rice beer for family consiompand also for seasonal festival. In this
novel, these activities are reflected through RuBona (old woman) and Meglo Bwrai (old man)
where they prepared rice beer and distilled ligeortheir family use and also during seasonal
festivals. Moreover, drinking of rice beer anduliq by Maosundra, Saokhla, Gangop and
Akhanda have also been depicted in this novel rifdects the traditional picture of the Bodo
society.

In this novel, it is also seen that Thebgang’'s tiéergMayasri had an illicit relation with
Ramwnda where she got pregnant, later they have juslged by the villagers. It is to be
mentioned that there is a customary law in the Bsaltety that if any boy or girl got involved
in any illicit relation, they have to do incarnatian front of public. It is evident that from the
ancient times such public judgement on unapproweah fof relations has been prevalent in the
Bodo society which is reflected in the novel. Th#agers gave strict punishment to those
persons who are involved in such relations anddfiteem for doing this. In this novel, public

judgement on Mayasri’'s case highlighted customawsl of the Bodos. Moreover, the villagers
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also boycotted those persons who are involveddrilibgal and unapproved social activities. In
this way Mayasri has been boycotted by the villagerd it has been narrated with the following:

“If someone has committed a sin, he has becomelyiaimal he or she can not be part of
any ceremony. Hence Thebgang must be boycottedsadalighter has committed as sin”.

Soleram who was closed to Thebgang said this imgeting.

“SIBTATIRIATEl TS A9 GBI 5@ TATST ANR Qs a2
AT AT QT T STAT| 31T Alell- ATl d8he oAU | I BIASTIT a7 AT
BST ATAT| ST g7 gI3T| ERET S8y ARy AlesT RERAE 17 (p. 64)

[English Rendering: “It is unfair to judge or to pish the innocent person who has done
no sin but right judgment is to punish culprit whas committed the crime. | thought Maya only
be boycotted. Let her do whatever she wish and Weat oppose her but we cannot allow her
in this place. If anyone misunderstood then they aaued” said one of the senior persons of
the village.]

Moreover, it is also reflected in the novel tharthis a social system in the Bodo society,
if any one going to get married whether it may el marriage or arrange marriage, parents of
the groom and along with some senior and expertempegsons visited the place of bride’s
family for discussion and negotiations for the rizage (Brahma B. K., 2004). Likewise, Jarlasri
along with some old men and women of her villagm atent to the house of Phulmati for the
consent of her son Sonaram’s marriage and thibéas narrated in the novel like this-

“Sonaram’s mother Jarlasri along with four to fisenior persons went to see Phulmati
for the arrangement of marriage with her son”

So, from the above discussion, the traditionalaqaicture of the Bodo society has been

clearly reflected in the novel Phulmati.

3.6 CALL GIRL

In the novel ‘Call Girl' the novelist creates a #irof bond between Nilratan and
Nilanjana i.e. between Bodo and Bengali societwds Nilanjana who encouraged him for each

and every thing. With her inspiration he reacheel lhighest pinnacle of success. At last, she
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suffered for no fault on her part. It was for beimg beloved that she was made the target, to
make him suffer. On the other hand, the love ohfdirand Sharmila was true and unconditional
in the novel. It was successful in the sense tmatsbciety did not object to that. The novelist
here shows the growing intimacy between the Bodbtha Bengali society. He emphasizes on
the inter caste relationship that gives social lerynand cultural amity. Some socio-cultural

pictures of the novel have been enumerated indll@Afing.

3.6.1 ECONOMIC ASPECTS

With Chittararanjan Mushahary’s endeavor his nd@ll Girl" was published in the
year 1985. His novel was influenced by one of thaety based incident. In his novel the picture
of villager's economic conditions was not clearighiighted, as the novel mostly depicts the

high class economy conditions of the family.

‘In ‘Call Girl' novel Nilratan’s family is shown s.a wealthy family. They have lots of
money and have large crop fields. In Udalguri toMilvatan’s father Mahitosh runs restaurant
and stationery shop. Their family also does plonghand in the cities they have lots of room
which were on rent. In short it can be said thatythave no scarcity of money in their family.

This was clearly highlighted in the novel —

Nilratan’s house was in south Patakhata villagectviwas 11 kilometer far from that
town. Nilratan’s father's name was Mahitosh, Motherame was Laishri and sister's name was
Sharmila. There were only four members in theirifanThey have lots of money but there is
none to spend it. They have large crop fields. Apem Udalguri town Nilratan’'s father
Mahitosh doesn’t stay much at home, because indudatown he runs one restaurant along
with the stationery shop. It is not only that ie itity they have lots of rooms which were on rent.
Nilratan looks after the farming land also and raftempleting his education he stays idle at

home. (p.1)

Nilratan and Nilanjana they both love each othelnewa young girl and a young boy are

in love, meeting each other is obvious. NilratasoaVisits many places with his beloved
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Nilanjana. Nilratan’s family belongs to be a wegltamily, he and his beloved Nilanjana went

to visit so many famous places in Calcutta. This geen in the novel —

T, [ifdarm, HoRdes T AT g AR geifase S, TeAsT arel
CHSE NSl I SAT HUId U WHAEH THFSIMA GafieiRay Sifoemard| 3RT
foere R FwrRae stsfe asfe| aeEaraee FER Adgare Twge IR HiTT
goatad Wi gy grarfer [&=m” (p. 13)

[English Rendering: “Nilratan and his beloved Nij@na have visited so many places in
order to ease their heart. Sometimes they wenistbBotanical garden. Sometimes they went to
visit in North Tom Cruise a little far from the Ggan river near Paramhans Ramkrishna’s
Dakhineswar in Kalibari. And also went to visit tihe Zoo, National Library, Museum, Birla
Planetarium, Victoria Memorial etc etc. In Mitnaneima hall, they have been watching Ben-

hood and in Pranchi cinema hall they have watchatyeit Ray’s ‘Pather Pachali’ movie”]

The money which Nilratan got from his home withttimoney he bought one Saree
(Bengali female dress) for his beloved Nilanjan& s got enough money from his home
which is seen in the novel. Giving enough monegifiscult if they doesn’t belong to a wealthy
family. This can be seen in the novel —

“Alakesh went to Kanpur and left his sister withirtan. At the right time he has got
money amounting 5000 rupees of which was sent bBybhother-in-law. He withdrawn the
money and bought one saree far Nilanjana”. (p.14)

Nilratan works at Martin and Melbourne Limited Coany, he has got to visit many far
places in relation to work and come back succdgsfiihrough this characters the novelist
depicts the economic condition and developmentohemy of the society has been highlighted,

as —

“One day Nilratan went to Bombay in Bijapur. Inathfactory, four or five machines
have to be putin, as it was a big factory. Hediaen a good advice to chief engineer and works

manager about the machines and factory and reagktb Calcutta.”(p.23)
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“Martin and Melbourne limited company have thoutghsend Nilratan to China for one

year. Nilratan has been told that which the compaitlycome from China, for sure that person

will become a director.”(j29)

As depicted in the novel, the good economic coodithrough Nilratan’s character has
been clearly highlighted, as it can be understdwd they belong to a wealthy family. After
getting job in the company the economy was graguadireasing and this picture has been seen
in Mushahary’s novel “Call Girl” as Nilratan hastgone ambassador and a driver from the

Company.

In order to live a luxurious life in the cities serpeople chooses the wrong path just to
earn money. In this aspect, it can be directly meetd the name like the old age woman
Lakhyahira Mukhapadhyay. The woman who owns hotseselling body earns thousands of
money along with jewelleries. She does businegsradtitution in Calcutta, Bombay’'s Bandra

and also in other places, as seen in the novel —

“In the gate of three floor and having five stedslang staircase house, one Taxi
ambassador was waiting. In that place good peaplseen hardly. So, without saying indirectly,
it can be directly said that only call girls areels in that place. Though the place is situated in

Calcutta but it is far away from the good peopladsise. That house owner is old age women”.
(p-45)

In order to get himself promoted Rajesh Senal Abdijit Chakraborty have done bad
deeds. After being kicked out from the company tte®k their revenge on Nilratan. They gave
chloroform to Nilratan’s beloved Nilanjana and tdade in the car and sold her for 20,000 rupees

to Lakhyahira Mukhyapadhay who runs prostitution —

“BIIARGAT Aol Siel JEeITel BITATElA! JTRATTAAINT FolTHe e THTeE!
[Aoeoeifel  TeUstd W U el JYA| Nsadal e ar g
IMATSATATT MTAAT AR (p.47)
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[English Rendering: “In order to enter the househijlh does not give any chance to
Nilanjana to speak and shut her nose with the haratief which was fill with chloroform. At

the very moment she became unconscious and wastalfall down from the chair”.]

Through above discussion the different aspectschadacters of the society as depicted
in the novel “Call Girl” has been highlighted alowgh some economic conditions of the society
(Mushahary, Call Girl, 2005).

3.6.2 TRADITIONAL ASPECTS

‘Call Girl' novel was first written in Assamese gumage and this novel highlights the
incidents of two communities that took place in thest. The one community is Bengali and
another one is Bodo community. In this novel, faglitional picture is not so much highlighted
as the novelist depicted some incidents which piewathe society as well. In this novel, it is
seen that mostly the economic aspects has centeratharacters of the novel and a little picture

of traditional system also comes to light throulgé hovel.

In the novel it is seen that Nirmal andralihn started their conversation with the sip af te
along with the fry sticky rice ball in the morninigyis also seen in the novel that having tea with
fry sticky rice ball which signifies traditional be of Bodo people that they are taking sticky rice

ball with tea (Goswami, 2012). This is seen inrtbgel —

“After washing their face Nilratan and Nirmal stéreir conversation with the sip of tea.

At that time Sharmila brought fry sticky rice bdlr each.”

The Bodos have the traditional habit of using worerice beer in the family and
traditional habit of preparing rice beer and distil liquor has been highlighted through this
novel (Brahma R. K., 1994). It is seen that Nilmat@ent to visit Darjeeling with Alakesh and
Nilanjana. In Darjeeling, Alakesh and Nilratan hdeen seen drinking wine, such picture has

been narrated in the novdlike —
“Do you have Goni? If it is nearby theimlgrit.”

“It is there, bring two bottles”.
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In that place, they say wine as Goni. Nilratan wsi@ads it. As he was tired, Nilratan
drinks a lot and Alakesh too drank. This pictursoatlearly highlighted the traditional system of
receiving the guest. Alakesh calls his uncle Jatfpa@hakraborty to his house to talk about
fixing the marriage date of his sister NilanjandahwNilratan. He treated him by serving foods

and sweets. This reflects Bengali’s traditionakaysof worshipping of guest.

“The words of Nilratan’s are Sweet. Alakesh and Umsle Jaganath Chakraborty along
with Ratan were discussing about the marriage genaents. Nilanjana brought different sweets
like toast, chum chum, rabri, sandesh, chop-cusi@idwich in the trayAfter seeing so many

foods Jagannath Chakraborty raised his hand add-sai

‘g S19 TRl g4 3CAE YHAEN Sl AR TSN el S aR q9
FIcoled@! TR SAT@” (p.27)

[English Rendering: “Bapre Baap, so many foods heW | consume all in my stomach.

And with Rabri Sandesh how can | eat chop-cutlet.”]

So, the novelist highlighted the traditional systefrBodo community as well as some

traditional picture of Bengali society through hsvel “Call Girl”.

3.7 UNDAHA

In the novel'Undaha’ (Regret)the complete picture of social and cultural scenaas
been highlighted. In fact in this novel the pictofesociety’s village condition can also be seen.
Like working, cultivating, hiring a servant for maging family and others which are the real
picture of the society have been seen clearly ia titovel. The family building, farming,
involving in the various agricultural and alliedtiaities show different pictures and cultural
identity of Bodo people through this novel. The mmmic condition depicted in the novel has

shown the socio- cultural picture of the societyhds been discussed broadly in the following.
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3.7.1 ECONOMIC ASPECTS

In Khwirwbari village Sombaru Mahajan lived happi§th his wife Bilaisri and with his
five sons along with the maid-servant and the rsatgant. His true means of earning money is
farming. Sombaru has huge crop fields from the to@gg and they don’t face any scarcity. In
this novel the wealthy economic condition has &leen discussed thorough Sombaru Mahajan.
Moreover, along with this the good economic cowditis seen through Sombaru’s son Paresh
and Naresh’s behaviour.

3.7.2 VILLAGE ECONOMY AS REFLECTED IN THE NOVEL

In this novel, the agricultural products like padgyte and seasonal crops are main
source of villager's economy. The money which tgeyfrom ploughing as well as farming and
also by selling the paddy crops fall under the sewf village economy. Sombaru have huge
crop fields and from that they earned money byirggliruits and other crops and manage their
family. He has many cows and buffaloes. Gojen, i8idBurlai, Meglo as they have to earn
money by working at Sombaru Mahajan’s house asas&sy All these pictures give cultural
identity of Bodo society. Sombaru hires cowhertetod cows. Cowherd’s name is Holoko, once
upon a time while tending cows he catches fish thercows went to someone’s paddy field and
ate all the four square transplanted paddy. Theeowh transplanted paddy came to Sombaru
and requested him to give money for the damagegdscrblere only he got angry and ask
Holoko-

G AT ANTAATT AT WIATHAT AT AIAT &AT? A JAGiar S| Sy
AT geifel @Ifdar At gsargsal Sielldal Jad & gellgs @raardd Sl (200)
I et fAfdEtt A (p.8)

[English Rendering: “Holoko, yesterday evening widgad you do? If you are tending
cows then how come the cows got to eat all the &wgls four square transplanted

paddy?.................. for that he asked for 20Qeaes for the four square transplanted paddy. Do
you know that ?]
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Sombaru is a good person. That's why he thoughtitaldoloko nicely so that he doesn't
do any trouble in future. When some guest comeigit their house from somewhere in the
village they worship them warmly. The two sons where service holders came to visit his
father Sombaru Mahajan with their wife and childréhey both worked and live separately with
their own family. One is an advocate whose naniéaiesh. The other one is Mondal (one who
deals with land and patta) whose name is Pareslth&may they came to visit once to see their
parents and brother after a long time. Sombaruderao serve his sons and daughter-in-laws he
gets ready with capon, goat etc. On that day Samixas peeling bamboo sticks. By calling

them he says-

“fyems 3r foems”| Twrwr Atk o @I S9hr SEthel| ARY o WAt
SleeIlT SIdell WA AT M| &7 TTAT IHET grae| [SgaEser aRer
SRAT JSIHR STAT SATAT a1 (p. 20, 21)

[English Rendering: “Bilai o’ Bilai”. Children will be arrived today. Clean the bamboo
pieces and the two capons which were chained magsbaped. If it escapes by chance stay

alert. Some of daughter-in-laws might not eat thetom.”]

Like that in the village the guests were receiveith whatever they have and this kind of
reception of guest has been seen in the novel., ®Hiluthe pictures are the reflection of socio-

cultural identity in this novel.

Moreover, in this novel Gobinda Basumatary is a lthgaperson from Khwirwbari
village. He has only one daughter her name is MB@nmbaru’s third son Shyamal got to marry
his daughter and also let him stay at in-laws harskas a gift he gave him 50 bighas plot of
farming land and 20,000 rupees. He doesn’t havenaggtive thoughts in his nature and never
lies to anyone. He is one of a kind hearted pemsdhe village area. These are some instances

where economic condition of the villagers is pasit®lushahary, Undaha, 1987).
3.7.3 GENERAL PERSPECTIVES OF THE NOVEL

In this novel the good economic condition of thecisty has also been highlighted
through Paresh and Naresh. Naresh is an advocatenetied and settled in Dhubri and Paresh

who works as Mondal (one who deals with land anitiapdives in Soraibil. It is depicted that
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while coming to visit their parents’ home their wafydressing shows that they belong to a rich
family. By their parents efforts one by one theims became successful and independent

persons. Here the novelist tries to highlight geodnomic conditions of the people in the novel.

In this novel, the cultural belongingness of Somb#&fahajan celebratindNangal
Jangkhra(concluding dayof paddy plantation) also seen with serving of ®a@ehd others to
their servants. In this novel, it is also seen tBajen and Durlai who loved each other eloped
from Sombaru’s house and from that occurrence etpiom Sombaru’s house and which
prevailed in Bodo society is also seen through tioigel. All these prevalence and occurrences
are also the social condition of the village peopieBodo society all these activities have been
highlighted in a framework of culture (Roy, 1998part from this the cultural aspects is also
shown through Shyamal’s behavior. He is a goodesiragd was a radio artist. Through this

Bodo culture gets celebrated in a global platform.

3.8 CONCLUSION

In the conclusion, it is revealed that in the nevall Chittaranjan Mushahary, the socio-
cultural pictures of our society has been highkghin general as well as it also highlights the
real pictures of the Bodo society in particulamihich different norms and values of the society
has been glorified.
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